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Office of Inspectors General of Prisons, 
Dublin, 1 St February 1 830. 



MY LORD, 

IN transmitting to your Lordship our Eighth Report upon the Progress of 
Prison Discipline in Ireland, as well as upon the state of each Place of Confinement, 
Me respectfully submit to the attention of the Lord Lieutenant our General 
Report under the heads of County Gaols and Bridewells ; and we trust that the 
change which has taken place, and which is there detailed, will prove satisfactory to 
his Grace. 



We attach much importance to the progress which we have been enabled to 
Report within the last year, in the extension of the benefits of District Lunatic 
Asylums, and are gratified to find that the provisions of the Act relating to those 
valuable Institutions are likely to be carried into eftect in the whole of three 
Provinces. 



We have the honour to be, 

Mv Loru, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servants. 



James Palmer, t Inspectors General 
B. B. Woodward, J of Prisons. 



The Right Hon. Lord F. Leveson Gower, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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EIGHTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



GENERAL STATEMENT 
OF THE PROGRESS OF PRISON DISCIPLINE : 
7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 55. 



BOARDS OF SUPERINTENDENCE; BYELAWS; MILITARY 
GUARDS. 

W E again feel it necessary to open our Report upon the “ General Progress of 
Prison Discipline in Ireland,” by an address to the Boards of Superinten- 
dence ; feeling as we do, more and more strongly, from the experience of each 
successive year, that there can be but little hope even of temporary success, and no 
security whatever for the steady continuance of a good svstem in any county gaol, 
but through the medium of this body. The magistrates and resident gentlemen of 
the county are the legitimate guardians of such an establishment. In their hands 
the Legislature have judiciously placed the control ; as their local influence can best 
insure obedience to their authority, the ready submission of officers, as well as the 
confidence of those committed to their charge. Should the system of a particular 
prison attain to any degree of perfection by other means than through the medium 
of the Board, it affords to us comparatively little satisfaction. Things may be done 
well ; but if not done in the right way, the causes are accidental, and, consequently, 
the effects uncertain. The interior arrangements of a prison are often well sustained 
by an able local inspector or governor ; and we can point out striking instances 
of each case : but in such cases the county have no security for the permanency of 
the system, having none for the continuance of such services ; and, under such 
circumstances, we may see the sudden improvement, and as sudden relapse, of the 
establishment. Prisons which owe their improvement to such means, are seldom 
found to exhibit a consistently good system, w;ell regulated all its departments : 
the improvement is in general partial, as well as uncertain. The only method 
then, to secure a substantially sound interior in a county gaol, one that will stand 
its ground under any change of officers, is to bring into operation the principles of 
control and discipline as they are laid down in the Prison Act ; to lav the foundation 
in the regular attendance of the Board of Superintendence ; to establish, under their 
authority, an efficient system of Bj/e-laws; and by those laws to enforce, in every 
station, the provisions of the Act. A system thus grounded on the law of the 
land, working through the constituted authorities, and not dependent upon the zeal 
and talents of individuals, will be found uniform, permanent, gradually improving, 
and not subject to derangement, by a change in any one part, or by any accidental 
occurrence. 

We cannot say that since the publication of our Seventh Report any very 
encouraging progress has been made on this important subject. The attendance 
of those Boards who originally took the lead, continues steady, and the fruit of 
their labour is discernible in the state of their respective g.aols. In some additional 
counties the Boards have established more regular and frequent meetings ; but in 
too many counties the importance of this duty has not been duly considered. We 
48. B have, 
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have, however, good ground for an expectation, that the lapse of another year or 
two will produce a considerable change ; there being no less than seven county 
gaols now in progress of building, together with several additions to other gaols, 
which, when completed, will enable the counties to which they respectively belong, 
for the first time to introduce anything like a satisfactory system of prison discipline. 
In consequence of the deficiency of the buildings, there has heretofore been no 
field for improvement, no encouragement to exertion, and, consequently, in most 
instances, no attention to the qualifications of officers : and we may reasonably hope 
that the completion of each prison will be a new era in the views and feelings 
of the county, upon the principles of prison discipline; and that the operations of 
the new prison will commence under the auspices of an active Board. In one 
of the counties in question, the Board at present actually never attend. 

Many of the evils which have retarded the progress of prison discipline, may 
be thus traced to the want of accommodation in the old gaols — there being in such 
establishments no means of carrying on a system of moral government ; the value 
of such a system was unknown ; prejudices were excited against it, by those whose 
interests were affected by its introduction ; and the soundest principles and objects 
of prison discipline were opposed as visionary theories. Prisoners were represented 
as degraded beings, placed in a gaol for punishment, whose moral and intellectual 
improvement was chimerical. Alarms were excited, lest the comfort of prisons 
should lead to the commission of crime. The enlightened works of Howard and 
more modern writers were unread ; the reports of associations and of public officers 
disregarded. The opinion of an ignorant gaoler was generally established as the 
highest authority in all matters connected with the treatment of prisoners ; and it 
was truly to us a matter of regret and astonishment to find to what an extent 
officers of that description, (and in many instances of immoral character) had 
gained the confidence of the counties. In this age of improvement, an unaccount- 
able darkness so seemed to surround this subject, that we found a great proportion 
of otherwise enlightened magistrates, active promoters of the public good, impressed 
with almost unconquerable prejudices against a system, which, although originat- 
ing in the philanthropy of individuals, had now received the sanction of the Legis- 
lature. 

Happily for the criminal poor of this country, this darkness is every day more 
and more dispelled ; and we see in almost every county a gaol adequate to the 
important objects now connected with imprisonment ; containing ample provision for 
classification by day, and solitude by night, as well as for the employment, and both 
literary and religious instruction of the prisoners. We also happily see, that as the 
new gaols have been successively completed, former prejudices have been gradually 
removed, former influences shaken, and a zeal and intelligence, proportioned to the 
increased field of usefulness, almost universally manifested. And thus experience 
has already brightened the prospect of future success, as. the numerous gaols now 
in progress shall become occupied. 

In our Seventh Report (page 6) we have taken some pains to expose the fallacy 
of an opinion which has done much injury to the cause of prison discipline ; 
viz. that it tends, by making prisons too comfortable, to encourage crime ; and we 
have, since the publication of that Report, been much fortified in the view we have 
taken, by the Report of the Association for the Improvement of Prisons in Ireland, 
(extract 4.) in which our observations are quoted, and which adds a valuable con- 
firmation to the soundness of the principle we have advocated ; viz. “ that in 
“ proportion as prisons advance in modern improvement do they become painful to 
“ the depraved and irreclaimable offender." Thus principle will be found to operate 
not only in prisons, but in every department of human life. And wherever order, 
cleanliness, and other appendages to an improved state of society, are for the first 
time introduced, the change, however valuable to the innocent or the reclaimed, 
will be found uncongenial and revolting to the feelings of that class from which 
alone recommittals to gaol are to be apprehended. It has really surprised us to 
hear from gentlemen of experience in this country a contrary opinion, and so mon- 
strous a supposition supported, as that recommitted criminals have returned to their 
imprisonment to enjoy the discipline, industry and instruction which it is the duty 
of the Boards of Superintendence to enforce in every county gaol. 
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1 

I 



BYE LAWS. 



Amongst the powers placed in the hands of the Boards of Superintendence, the 
most important is that of framing bye-laws for the regulation of the prisons of the 
county, under the 4th section of the Act. These bye-laws, when approved by 
the grand jury and sanctioned by the Court of King’s Bench, are bindin'^ upon 
toe magistracy and the high sheriff. It therefore follows, that in any county in 
which a system of this nature is not in force, a great responsibility rests upon the 



We have the satisfaction to find, on our last tour of inspection that a great 
progress has been made in the establishment of bye-laws. But as the rules^and 
regulations prepared by us may still be unknown in several counties, we extract the 
following passage from our Seventh Report. 



“ With a view to facilitate the formation of bye-laws, which require a full and 
comprehensive view of the principles of prison discipline in all its branches we 
have framed a system of Rules arid Regulations for the Government of a County 
Lftwl, prepared in conformity with the provisions of 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. These 
rules have been maturely and carefully considered ; they have received the 
approbation of their lordships the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench • and 
have been submitted by us to the Boards of Superintendence of the several 
counties throughout Ireland. Since the circulation of these rules, we have the 
satistaction to find, that in some of our best regulated prisons, in which they 
w-ere tound applicable to local circumstances, they have been established without 
alteration. In other counties differently circumstanced, they have ' been par- 
tially adopted and embodied in their bye-laws. In the circular communication 
with which we accompanied these rules, we have been careful to explain to the 
Boards of Superintendeime that we do not dictate regulations, and that the 
<t experience is thus oftered for the purpose of assisting them in 

the formation of the county rules. But we trust that to whatever extent our 
rules may or may not be adopted, another year may not be permitted, by any 
county, to pass over without their having carried into effect the provisions of the 
Act on this most important point.” 



It is highly important that the rules laid down for conducting the daily routine 
(Rules and Regulations, page 13.) or such other form as the Board may direct 
should be posted throughout each prison. 



MILITARY GUARDS. 

The removal of the Military Guards from the county gaols will, we trust render 
toe present year an important period in the history of prison discipline in Ireland 
1 he order for that purpose has, doubtless, added difficulty to the charge committed 
to the Boards of Superintendence. Their responsibility becomes more serious* 
and th^ will ,» a great many counties, find it indispensably necessary to adoot 
some effectual plan to compensate for the loss of this provision for the security of 
the prison. In proportion, then, as such a necessity becomes obvious in those 
counties, do we hail the present moment as most critical in deciding the ultimate 
character of our system of prison discipline. 

We are assured that the continuance of military guards was much calculated 
to perpetuate erroneous views on this interesting and important subject. So little 
was It generally understood, that the only object contemplated in the government 
of a gaol seemed to be the prevention of escape or of open violence amongst the 
prisoners, not by vigilance or by the influence of moral training, but by bolls and 
bars and by the resistance of an armed force. Of such a system, the presence of 
a military guard «as the best support ; and we rejoice to see the support of such 
a system removed. 1 his change must inevitably correct an evil of which we have 
complained in every annual Report; viz. the appointment of unqualified officers 
who have kept down not only the practical system of their own gaols, but in manv 
cases, the views of the counties in which they are employed. Persons who aDooint 

4®’ B 2 • . officers. 
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officers, as well as the officers themselves, will now find themselves placed in new 
circumstances. There will now be an obvious danger in entrusting the safety and 
peace of a county gaol to an unqualified governor ; nor can he safely submit to the 
appointment of negligent turnkeys j and it will become a measure of necessity to 
consult the public service alone in the selection of each. Heretofore, the safety 
of prisons being secured by the guard, the expediency of aiming at higher objects 
has been questioned ; and in such cases the provisions made by Act of Parliament 
for bettering the condition of prisoners, and for promoting instruction and industry 
in the county gaols, have been unattended to, and declared a nullity. But we look 
to a different order of things. We are most sanguine in our expectation of improve- 
ment, as the result of a measure which identifies moral government with safe cus- 
tody. Nay, we have already seen, in the appointment of officers to vacancies which 
have occurred, the good effect produced even by the apprehension of the removal 
of the military guards. 

But one good object can possibly be promoted by the military guards on gaols ; 
viz. the safe keeping of prisoners, while the vigilance of officers and moral govern- 
ment must necessarily, in providing for safe custody, secure many other objects 
of a more important'kind. Even safe keeping, if effected through the medium of 
a guard, is effected in the least beneficial way. Escapes prevented by prison disci- 
pline are prevented before the mischief is done ; whereas, in the case of such 
attempts, resisted by the bayonet, the services of the military are not called forth 
until the moral evil is accomplished, the whole class often corrupted, the plot 
matured, and much damage, perhaps, done to the building. It is a most gratifying 
fact — a fact which brings the whole weight of the law in support of our views — that 
to establish the system of government and improvement which we anticipate (and 
which we happily see in many gaols), not one new legislative enactment is required — 
not one enactment which was not in force before the period of our appointment. The 
law did then and does now provide for and enjoin a complete system of moral 
restraint, instruction and employment; and the bye-laws of a county gaol need 
only be legal to be effectual for the accomplishment of the highest objects which 
can be aimed at through the medium of a judicious treatment of prisoners. 

It is most striking how clearly our view of the effect of military guards has been 
illustrated in two cases of escapes which have occurred since our last Report. In 
one instance a conspiracy was formed, to which a whole class must have been at 
least privy ; proving, too clearly, that not even one man had morally benefited by 
his imprisonment. Preparations were made, which included the removal of iron rails, 
and substitution of wooden ones, which were made and painted in the gaol. This 
work went on and was completed, unreported by any prisoner or wardsmao, and 
unnoticed by any officer. The materials used for the wood-work were the handles 
of the hammers used for breaking stones, without their being missed ; proving, with 
equal clearness, that those implements were carelessly left, by day and night, in the 
hands of prisoners, the danger of which has been a common excuse for not intro- 
ducing that system of work into gaols. When the night for escape arrived, the 
walls were penetrated, not without much unavoidable noise, and all passed on 
unobserved. The prisoners in this instance succeeded ; but had their escape been 
defeated by the military guard, they would have left the moral evil unremedied, as 
they could not have acted until after the completion of a. train of operations, not 
one^ of which could have gone on, but under a course of habitual negligence and 
total want of system on the part of the governor and turnkey. 

In the second case alluded to, the sentinel was entirely exculpated. The blame, 
therefore, rests with the officers of the gaol ; and as a specimen of their total 
reliance on the military guard, and total rejection of all responsibility, save that 
of the military, we copy the first words of a placard published by the governor, 
with a view to the recovery of the prisoner : Escaped ^rom the county gaol, 

unobserved by the sentinel," S^c. Sjc. ^c. No comment on this advertisement is 
necessary. 

It is to be recollected that in the two cases of escape here noticed, military guards 
were posted, and the escapes were successful ; such being the circumstances, how- 
ever, that the military were, after due investigation, acquitted of any charge of neglect 
of duty. The blame, therefore, rests on the gaol officers ; and a question naturally 

arises. 
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arises, syould these escapes have occurred if there had been no military mard nnoit 
whom those gaol officers could rely? We think not. Indeed rve aie persuaded 
although the oprnion may appear somewhat paradoxical, that the presence of 
military sentinels indirectly occasions many more escapes than they have any 
opportunity to prevent. ay 

removal of the military has been received with different feelings in 
different counties. In some, the sentiments of the magistrates and officers of 
the prisons have accorded entirely with our orvn. We should, however, submit to 
the Boards of Superintendence, who have not approved the measure to consider 
ryhether such arrangements have been adopted as to give it a fair trial ■ whether 
their own meetings are frequent and systematic ; whether their bye’-laws are 
*’1 ““<1 i”t<i effect t whether their county gaol 

affords the accommodation requited by law r whether the governor is a peSon 
qualified to be placed at the head of a county gaol, and deserving their confidence ■ 
whe her the turnkeys remain as much as they ought to do with their classes 
whether a night watch is established, and whether all the officers are trustworthy 
and acquainted with their duty. We acknowledge that we cannot but reioice in 
any measure as most desirable and salutary which seems to force these consider- 
ations upon all persons connected with the management of our county gaols and 
which IS calculated to insure disinterested and judicious appointmeL to the 
dSdent ™ country have been so lamentably 

In every county gaol from which a military guard has been removed, it is recom- 
f T .u “ 1*'°“*'* *’*. WO'”!"! uiglK to the duty of a night watch, 

and that he should in the morning report any noise he may have overheard : and 
in the event of any sufficient cause for alarm during the night should promntlv 
coramumcate with the governor. ° o t' 

In some counties a measure has been adopted, on the removal of the military 
which we cannot approve, it being, in our opinion, directly militating against the 
principle upon which we have considered the change as beneficial. Wallude to 
the appointing a certain number of men, not as supplementary turnkeys, not in 
any wy connected with the discipline of the prison, but to be employed as 
a guard, and considered as a substitute for the military. This mode of proceeding 

cha?v “ 'i'feht its object, and is a decided 

change for the worse i no armed guard being so desirable, or so much to be 
w ' '''' “ ’'a'”?' ttar integrity or effecUveuess, as that of the 

military. We recommend that every additional man who has been appointed in 
consequence of the recent change should be employed in the discipline and 
management of the clpses, either by a [more minute classification, or by ^attaching 

token ■“ Any duty of night watch should bf 

taken by all the turnkeys in rotation. ® 

To the labours of the Board we look for any thing like a substantial improve- 
ment in gaols ; and we close our observations on this head in the words of a former 
Report : We can state from experience, that in whatever county the attendance 

.. “ ai- m “ Superintendence is regular, and their duties not delegated to 
__ a public officer, there are always to be found, in the gaol of that county, activity 
and zeal m the officers, and content and subordination throughout the classes ; 
Ttnl? ’ T proportion to the non-effective state of the 

„ have found the officers inefficient, and the prisoners disposed to dis- 

content and anff have been assailed, at our inspection, by both well- 

founded and lU-fonnded complaints." ■ 

COUNTY GAOLS. 

.’’“'‘‘‘'“g “U" 'OuMy prisons throughout Ireland, which was 
found necessary, order to carry into effect the provisions of the Prison Act is 
now so neatly completed, that it may afford satisfaction to the Government and 
to the public, to see in one view the different classes of prisons (distinguisM 
according to their plans, as stated in our former Reports) exhibited in afcairof 
46- B o 
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comparison between the year 1821 (in which onr First Report was made) and 
the yean 829. The following are the eight classes in which we have placed the 
county gaols : 



jst Class : Entirely new gaols built on radiating plan - 



4th 

5th 



7th — 
8tli - 



- ditto - - - semicircular plan 

Not panoptic ------ 

Radiating additions - - • - - 

Semicircular ditto - - - - - 

Additions not panoptic - - - - 

Gaols wanting additions . - - - 

Couulies wanting new gaols - - - 




OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING CLASSES. 

The superior advantages of the radiating plan have, been, in our 

opinion, demonstrated in a work lately published by the “ Association for the 
“ Improvement of Prisons and Prison Dicipline in England,” on the con- 
struction of gaols ; a work which all architects should possess. Eight new 
gaols have been added on that plan, only one having been in operation in the 
year iSsi (that of the county of Limerick). Improvements have been since 
made upon that plan ; advantage of which has been taken in the eight other 
counties. None of these gaols are as yet occupied, as appears by the detailed 
state. It also appears, that in two instances, building the gaols has not even 
commenced ; but the presentments are made. 

jn 1821 we found the semicircular plan the one most approved in 

Ireland. It has since given way to the radiating plan. Two gaols, however, 
on this plan, were contracted for previous to our appointment. 

3. On these gaols we shall make further remarks. 

4. — The radial house of correction at Cork is so extensive as to form the 
principal part of the county gaol, and that in which the higher departments 
of prison discipline are carried on. The additions in Cavan and Carlow are 
on the same scale of proportion to the old gaol. Those in Waterford and 
Wexford are not so important; and we have recommended that in these 
latter counties they should be used as female prisons. 

5. — The additions to the prisons of this class form the principal part of 
their accommodation, and afford a most convenient principle of classification. 
The new buildings accommodate the whole of the male criminal classes, while 
in the old gaol provision is amply made, and with complete separation, for 
the female classes, together with the debtors and other detached classes. 
King’s evidence, &c. Of these two classes of county gaols, (Nos. 4 & 5), 
we have eleven cases, there not having been one in 1821 ; and these may be 
considered as most convenient prisons. 

6. — These additions are important, particularly in Limerick city, and Kerry, 
and have been adopted on the present plan under peculiar circumstances. 

y gj g. — These classes, in 1821, contained not a list of new buildings or 
additions, but a statement of wants, which have been supplied in twenty-six 
instances out of twenty-eight, leaving the hackneyed story of Newgate as 
a solitary instance of evil often reported and still unremedied. The city gaol 
at Kilkenny, which is the second in class No. 8, will be relieved by the new 
application of the house of correction. 

The 
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The following is now the detailed state of our classification.t 



ist Class: City of Cork. 

County of Down. 1829. 
King’s County. 1829. 
County ofKildare. 1830. 

Meath. 1832. 
Queen’s County. 1829. 
County of Antrim.* 
Mayo.* 

•2d Class : County of Clare. 

“ Galway. 

- Longford. 

~ Monaghan. 

— Roscommon. 

~ Sligo. 

3d Class : Town of Belfast, 

Drogheda. 

City of Waterford. 

County of Dublin. 

~ Fermanagh. 

- Kilkenny. 

— Tipperary. 



4th Class: County of Cork. 

— Cavan. 

- Carlow. 1 830. 
Waterford. 
Wexford. 

. - Armagh.* 

5th Class : County of Donegal. 

*- Londonderry. 

~ Leitrim. 

Tyrone. 

- Westmeath. 1829. 

6th Class : City of Limerick. 

County of Kerry. 1829. 

' Louth. 

Wicklow. 

Town of Galway. 1829. 

7th Class : Itone. 

8th Class : 'City of Dublin. 

- Kilkenny, 



stationary, thrClas^N" *3 statement, appears to have remained 

ance witlt’ the prison depaLe^^^^^ our first acquaint- 

amoDgst the best gaols in Ireland, bnTwWcSe exe^rf™ 
now place in a verf different comnarative r ■ * “unties 

at Belfast is connected with the seneral state *“dnse of correction 

and is accommodated to its allotted share ™ Antrim, 

snfflcientfor the number of its T'tat of Drogheda is 

by the late removal of femalS to the fo™„ b Waterford cty is rendered so 
remaining gaols, those of the »unL of dS n KTf 'T*'' f”” 

nagh, we now consider as the most deficient in ’ ““y T‘PP™ry, and Ferma- 

pnsons of the 8th Class ; and we trust that beforr“Tt,‘*'“‘°“ ““P‘ 

prison may be added to Kilmainhim -^LT ,be another year passes, a female 
rection at Kilkenny to the female ciLLs mav |“PP'”P."y'.°“ ‘b® b°ase of cor- 

gaols of Tipperary and Fermanagh mav be ^ all a ‘ ’ “nd that the 

subjoin a minute Table of reSacc3m„d‘t *° "!= ‘^““r"’' 
we prefixed to the Report iu the Annendix ‘ Sa°ls- In our Fifth Report, 
it may be more satisfactory to bring L whole unSr®™hlr 



Ike time of in,„o,i„„, bu^byTh “ “ 

bsiwonss. a.oi«„po., itb.p,it:vSryr <•' 
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return of Accommodatioarn^^ 

! Number l Total Number 

of Beds in confined of OBSERVATIONS. 

ITl r:. ...¥.«■ 

<1 fA new gaol decided 

008 ‘.i 8 32 683 22 I 

Antrim . - - c r.8 10 | Anew gaol, orla^ead- 

_ 2- 64 400 L dition, decided upon. 

Annagh . - - ^5 +3 J A large addition build- 

. , ,, 65 38 44 46 -5 

Carlow . - - Of 20 

,,2 148 74 23 uy foo { A female prison com- 

Cavan ' " ' iio 51 8 1 24 35^ 2 K menced. 



I fThe accommo^tion 

J here stated is in the 



Fermanagh 
Galway ■ 

Ditto Town 

Kerry 

Kildare 

Kilkenny - 

Ditto City 

King’s County - 

Leitrim 

Limerick - 

Ditto City 

Londonderry 

Longford - 

Louth 

Drogheda 

Mayo 

Meath 

Monaghan 

Queen’s County 

Roscommou 

Sligo 

Tipperary 

Tyrone 

Waterford 
Ditto City 
Westmeath 
Wexford - 
Wicklow - 



A new gaol is building. 



fA new gaol decided 
^ upon. 

23 A new gaol building. 

8 

35 A new gaol building. 

23 

36 Laige addition buil ling- 



Waterford ' ’ ,, ,4 8 15 fA new gaol nearly 

Ditto City - - 3° 10 7 ’7 I 1 finished. 

Westmeath - * 7i „8 227 I 5“ 

Wexford - ■ ■ ^ ^ 36 2 4 1£_| 

Wicklow - - - 30 ^ Ifabout 7 per cent.re- 

' 14,043 1 I1O13 K committed. 

• This Return is made from August w a 

Ihe SmiiMiy ■» '*■= APP»4“- 
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BRIDEWELLS. 

THE district Bridewells being stUl confined to the towns of Baltinglass and 
Barsonstown, we do not consider it necessary again to make them the snbiect of 

on these 

prisons in our Appendix. ^ 

The following is the present state of the smaller bridewells, a branch of gaols 
t ,b T^r ■“Po/'nn'foature in the system of prison discipline, pafticnkrly 
W ^ *'“• improvement has been moit 

striking. We neirf scarce remind the public of the state in which we reported 
these prisons in 1821. They were so devoid of every accommodation, thL the 
foundation of any attempt to produce a conformity to the enactments of the 
legislature, was to be laid in the new building of almost the whole of these places 
eLrraZwIilshSi" ““ompUshed the following 



led 



mg. 






■arly 




1829: 

1 st Class : Prisons in full operation (54 new built) - - . fiw 

2d - New Prisons roofed in 

3d - - Ditto - commenced - - - . _ . 

4th - - Ditto - money presented - - . _ j 

5th - New Prisons wanted . ^ 

96 

The prisons wanted (class 5) are those of Newtown-Hamilton and Chshcr. For 
the particular bridewells belonging to each c/as^, we refer to our Appendix List 

■ T'’' *"‘.‘i'="'a|ls vary in respect to plan, but are all built upon sound prin- 

ciples. 1 hey invariably provide separation for the sexes, both in yards and day- 
rooms; and contain a sufficient number of separate sleeping-cells on each side 
together with apartments for the keeper, so situated as to command an inspection 
of the yards. ^ 

A provision being thus made to enable the counties to establish a regular system 
of interior economy in these prisons, it is our duty to point out to the Boards of 
Superintendence, that such places of confinement are as much placed under their 
care and responsibility as is the county gaol. The Board are appointed by the 
.^son Act (sect. 2) to be “ a Board of Superintendence of every Gaol, Bridewell 
House of Correction, or other Prison, within the County.” Amongst the duties 
imposed upon them, they are authorized 10 make bye-laws for these bridewells • and 
we strongly recommend to them, in every instance, so to do. We cannot, per- 
haps, more briefly or intelligibly convey our opinion upon the system of manage- 
ment most applicable to them, or better facilitate this object, than by recommendmg 
the adoption of the following Rules, of the good effect of which we have had 
ample experience m one county, containing the greatest number of prisons of this 



COUNTY OF BRIDEWELLS. 



RULES established by the Board of Su^rintendence of the County of , to be 

observed in all Prisons of this class. 

I. ISo keeper to be employed in the bridewells of whose character and qualifications 
tor the pertormance of his important duties the Board of Superintendence have not 

received satisfactory certificates. 



II. Every keeper to reside in the bridewell, and no other person to be permitted to 
oHhe Board"’ except the wife and children of the keeper, without the special leave 



III. Every bridewell-keeper is responsible that the following documents shall be all 
posted m the prison : ° 

1. Rules and Regulations of the King’s Bench. . 

2. Extracts from the Prison Act. 

3. A list of all the resident inmates of the house. 

4. A copy of these Regulations. 

Each of these documents to be pasted on a board, and preserved in good order. 

c IV. The 
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IV. The keeper to fill up a copy of each quarterly return in the “ Quarterly Return Book,” 
to be kept in the prison for the inspection of all authorized visitors, and to transmit 
a copy of his quarterly return to the Board every quarter. 

V The Rules and Regulations of the Court of King’s Bench to be strictly observed. 

■ particularly Rules II. and III., on a due attention to which the expense of these 
prisons must materially depend. 

VI Rule V. of the Court of King’s Bench to be particularly attended to, and every 
return of repairs, 8cc. when signed by the Inspector General, to be transmitted, 
with the estimate, without delay, to the Board, in order that the nece^ary present- 
ments may be prepared by them, and if approved, be laid before the Grand Jury. 

VII All breakage of windows, and other damages occasioned by neglect or violence, to 
be charged to the salary of the keeper, subject to his appeal to the Board. 

VIII. The following rates of salaries are decided upon by the Board : 

Keeper of Court-house and Prison in sessions town - - £.120. 

Keeper of the Prison detached from the Court-house in 

sessions town - - ■ " ' " ' ^5- 

Keeper of the Prison in towns not quarter sessions towns - 10. 

The allowance for straw, candles and fuel for prisoners being regulated by Act 
of Parliament, no extra allowance to be made for store supplies. 

IX The following qualifications ate oonsideicd necessary in the keeper of every bridewell : 

1 Habits of cleanliness in his family and in the prison. 

2 . To be able to write a good hand, to keep accounts, and to fall his own 

>5 To^piwe, on examination, that he perfectly understands the Rules and 
Regulations, extracts from the Act, and other documents required to be 
kept in the prison. 

X Every newly-appointed keeper is to be sent to the county gaol, where he will be 
pUad as . supernnmerary turnkey; and must receive a certificate from fte local 
Inspector, that he is competent to the discharge of his duty, previous to his taking 
the bridewell in charge. 

XI The annual Report of the Inspector General upon each bridewell to be taken into 
■ consideration by the Board prior to the Spring Assizes m each year; and any 

instances of misconduct or neglect (which may not be of such a nature as to 
deserve dismissal) to be punished by a new probation m the county gaol. 

XII Any drunken or disorderly person who is committed, is to be placed in a cell without 
' any furniture or bedding, with straw, until sober and restored to a state of 

order. A cell is to be kept without a bedstead for this use. 

XIII The member of the Board of Superintendence resident nearest to each bridewell is 
considered as peculiarly in charge of such bridewell ; and the Board will ^ly on 
him for the superintendence thereof, and for such mformation concerning it as they 
may require. 

XIV. Care to be taken that no stalls or buildings are erected against the boundary walls 
of bridewells. Any space outside the walls which is the property of the county is 
always to remain unoccupied. 

XV Doubts having arisen as to the reception or discharge of prisoners committed or 
proposed to^be discharged by the police estabhshrpent, keepers are in future to 
JonLe any person given by the police into their custody, without requiting 
a regular committal; but are not to release any prisoners so given m charge, 
unless by the order of a magistrate. 

IN taking into their own hands the discipline of the Bridewells, the Boards of 
Superintendence will find much satisfaction in the arrangement, by which the 
office of local inspector has been placed in the hands of the parochial clergy. 1 hey 
will experience the value of that co-operation, of which we have before spoken m 
the terms of praise which it merited, and which we still find unremilted._ Without 
such a channel of communication on the spot, with whom confidential intercouree 
can be had, it would have been almost a hopel^s task to attempt to bring the 
system of those widely-detached prisons into order. TIhs difficulty is 
rLoved by the disinterested attention and zeal of the parochial clergj’, and without 
the occurrence of any one instance in which the duty has been declined. 

^ye are unwilling to close this Report without referring to the account of the 
expense of the Bridewells, contained in our Appendix, and stating (what we are 
prepared to prove) that the change which has taken place in those prisons, has, 
in toe gross, been a measure of economy, rather than of increased expense. The 
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cost of diet (of which we have given a detailed account) is not to be taken into 
constderation, as the cost of supporting a prisoner in a bridewell is saved bv his 
detention, and his not being subsisted in the county gaol. The salaries of keeners 

expense, as the number of bridewells are much 
diminished. And with respect to the sums expended on building, it is to be 
recoUected that to almost universal practice has been to borrow the® money from 
to haif-yearly instalments. We purpose 

to prepare for out Report of next year, (when the buildings will be completed,) 
n comparative statement of the annual amount of the instalments thus repayable 
but for twenty years, and the permanent rents to which the old black holL were 
subjected, and from which the counties are relieved; which statement will probably 
occasion some surprise. We doubt not, that while new and creditable public 

s^d byTe cha^:.'''" ‘■as^een 

EMPLOYMENT OF PRISONERS. 

The most important duties connected with this branch of Prison Discipline, are 
by the i'nson Act, imposed upon the governor of every gaol. ^ ’ 

1st Under the i o8th section, he is “ held responsible for the execution of every 
sentence to the tread-wheel, or other description of hard labour within the gaol^ 
of which he IS required, at each Assizes, to make a detailed report to the Judtre 
according to the form prescribed by the Act, Schedule (F.) ® ’ 

„ 2dly. Under the 104th seaion, he is “required \o keep every poor prisoner to 
work of such kind as the Grand Jury or Board of Superintendence shall direct 
or appoint, by any order made for that purpose.” 

The sentence to hard labour had been, in this country, a complete mtlity to 
old gaols having been devoid of every means whatever of carrying such a sentence 

n rodre H ™T d 'T ? b" ‘re“>i-»heels has been 

»nH A have been erected in a great majority of to county gaols 

and the rephtiou of that species of hard labour has been iadnally improving 
In our Fifth Report, we were under the necessity of stating, fhat the quantum rf 
labour had been much under-rated m the gaols in which the wheels were at wort 
and that, conducted as it was, the tread-wheel was a mockery of a sentence to hard 
labour. Since that period to system has been better understood ; and we have 
consequently seen gradual improvement, until, in some counties, to number of 
Sidard to a reasonable 

In our Fifth Report, (page dp,) we submitted to to Boards of Superintendence 
certain relations for the direction of tread-wheel labour, which are now very 
Sf Ti So ff of labour recommended by us varies from a minimuS 

of 5,180 feet, performed m four hours, (two-thirds of the gang being together on 
the wheel,) to a maximum of 12,760, performed in ten hoars ; to Ihell moving 
at the rate of 48 steps in a minute. The Boards of Superintendence have universallv 
adopted a medium rate of from six to eight hours, varying according to to season 
and making an average of from 7,640 to 10,240 feet of ascent in to day • the 
former (7,640) being, however, the rate most generally adopted. 

The second description of employment, viz, the work established for the noor 
prisoners m general, who^ are sapported at the expense of the county, is to subject 
of all others, connected with prison discipline, upon which we are most anxious, and 
which, in onr opinion, demands to most serious attention of Grand Juries, Boards 
of Superintendence, and prison officers. 

The general return of work in the several prisons of Ireland, as exhibited in our 
Appendix, enables the reader oi this Report to see in how low a state the gaols of 
Ireland, with every other mark of rapid improvement, still remain in this aR- 
imporlant particular. Progress we cannot report; on the contrary, it is painftl 
on a retrospect, to see that many spirited and promising attempts made some years 
since to introduce productive manufacture have been abandoned, and with them 
to counties have abandoned the prospect of establishing a fund to defray the 
expenses of to poor prisoners, as contemplated by the Prison Act (section 106I 
ns well as the more important object of insti ucling the inmates of onr gaols in a 
-**• C 2 ^ 
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mode of earning future livelihood. We can now by no nteans present to the 
anvthinn soencouracing as the manufactures which were established in the county 
of^Dublin and othe® lunties, in the year 1822, and for some time subsequent to 
that neriod The Boards of Superintendence have not been inattenuve to the great 
imnortance of guarding against a state of idleness ; and that evil has been in some 
Seremoved, by the pretty general introduction, to a greater or lesser estent, of 
tf^brenking. This wort, although a legitimate mode of finding emplp-ment for 
the pauper prisoners, under the 104th section of the Prison Act, and therefore 
imoortant in its moral effect, produces, however, in very few instances apro/ii, and 
doL not in any degree tend to the imtruct'mn and future support ofthejirmmrs. 
When we obsive that profit does not generally arise from the breaking of stones, 
we are obliged to notice one striking example to the contrary ; viz. the Home of 
Correction at Belfast. In this scene of active industry, we see a very considerable 
return in the profit arising from breaking stones. The earnings of the prisoners 
within the last year have averaged gd. per day for each man, and yd. for each boy. 
The gross value of the stones sold within the year has amounted to upwards of 
coo f and the clear profit to nearly half of that sum. The establishment of this 
fact with respect to Belfast, is to us a source of much satisfaction, as it affords, 
if not a proof, at least a presumption, that the general comparative failure in the 
result of the same description of employment is to be attributed to some niter 
cause than insuperable difficulty, and consequently an encouragement z«*^ 
attempts in other towns. And probably, whatever argument may be thus “fforied 
to encourage the prosecution of stone-breaking, may, m principle, ^ually “PP'J ™ 
favour of persevering endeavours to carry on other manufactures. We are induced 
to urge this point, as we cannot but observe, in a majority of out officers, a too 
general deficimcy in that zeal which would stimulate them to attempt, and that 
ornctical skill which would qualify them to accomplish, such an object. Acknow- 
fedged difficulty operates in two ways 1 it is at once a discouragement to an active 
and intelligent governor, and a ready excuse to one of an opposite character In 
the instance of Belfast, we do not hesitate to impute the success of the labour to 
the personal and indefatigable exertions of the officer at the head of the institution, 
who meets difficulties with a spirit determined to surmount them. 

The Richmond Bridewell in Dublin affords a satisfactory instance of productive 
manufacture of various kinds, viz. weaving and other useful trades. In this pr'S™, 
the exertions of the officers are praiseworthy ; but as the circumstances of the 
metropolis may afford facilities not to be found in other places, we rely more on the 
exaniple of Belfast. 

We have, in the first chapter of this Report, pointed out the advantages likely to 
result from the removal of military guards from our county gaols ; and have stated 
that the ground on which we anticipate advantage is, that moral government will 
become admeasure of necessity ; moral government founded on the instTUCtton and 
emohvmcnt of the prisoners. Unless this genera! employment is found, all attempts 
at (mprovement are vain. We do not, on this subject, rest on our own assertion ; 
we have the authority of every person conversant with public mstituUons, or who 
has studied the improvement of the lower orders, and whose sentiments or writings 
have come within our knowledge, that in whatever plan may be devised, com- 
slant employment must be the groundwork. Employment is incomplete which is 
not of a permanent character, extending its benefits beyond present occupation, and 
affordin" the means of future support. And it should therefore be the anxious 
«tudv of the Boards of Superintendence, to introduce and (even under temporary 
annearances of failure, and at some risk) to carry on manufactures which require 
ins^ction and skill. If, however, this system of employment cannot be accom- 
plished, idleness ought at least to be provided against ; as without present occupa- 
tion prisons must remain nurseries of crime, instead of being schools of reformation. 
The’ law has afforded the means, and enjoined the use of those means, as an 
imnerative duty. By the 104th section (Prison Act), we have seen that governors 
oTS are Ifuira to keep all poor^risoners to work. The tofith sectiorj 
peremptorily enacts, that “ all materials and tools necessary for such work, and ail 
« books or teachers necessary for the learning of any trade, shad be provided, and 
the expense thereof raised by presentment." These words cannot be misunder- 
stood itEey leave no discretion; and even if they did, shadow indeed wouW 
the policy which would, from a supposed regard to the public interest, withhold the 
means here provided for, and deny to the prisoner hispublic rights. 
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The number of officers which have been added to the county gaols, in consequence 
of the removal of the military guards, will afford much aid to carrying on a system 
of active industry ; and we think it might be a wise measure for each county to 
procure some persons experienced in different trades and manufactures, and to 
employ them at once as taskmasters and instructors of the prisoners: it might be 
tried at first with one trade. This arrangement would be most advantat^eous, and 
would add no expense, as the Grand Jury might reasonably expect a proportionate 
profit ; but we cannot see why gaol manufacture should be devoid of all that enter- 
prize and risk which attends all efforts of human industry. Something, therefore 
should be risked in the supply of materials, active measures should be taken to 
procure a market for the articles manufactured in the gaol, and such other means used 
as are used in all successful cases of private speculation. Such efforts are absolutely 
called for ; and we do trust we shall see that the opportunity now afforded by 
ample accommodation of work-rooms, &c. in the new county gaols, and by the 
increased superintendence of officers, may not be lost. We also trust that we may 
never again hear of the fallacious objection to gaol manufacture noticed in our last 
Report, viz. that it tends to rival and injure the efforts of the industrious out of 
doors. This error goes hand in hand with the fear of recommittals, as the conse- 
quence of the discipline and order of gaols ; and we trust such prejudices are at an 
end. — We refer to our Seventh Report, page 26. 

SCHOOLS. 

THE male schools in county gaols are almost invariably in operation, and pro- 
ducing the best effects. We have met with many satisfactory instances of improve- 
ment ; and it is very gratifying to find, that the average period of imprisonment 
affords an opportunity to those who had not before commenced to learn, to leave 
the gaols able both to read and write. In those prisons in which the Irish lan- 
guage has been introduced, the prisoners appear to receive it with much anxiety. 
And as the introduction of work becomes more general in our gaols, and may 
diminish the hours of school instruction, the establishment of Sunday schools, 
conducted by the chaplains, would become very advantageous. On the whole’ 
we consider the invaluable system of g-aol schools as having succeeded in a very 
gratifying manner. 

OFFICERS OF GAOLS. 

IN our Seventh Report we have pointed out the very important station which is 
occupied by the local inspector in the county gaols in Ireland ; the discipline of 
which often becomes entirely dependent upon their exertions, in consequence either 
of the want of regular attendance of the Board of Superintendence, or of the want 
of qualification in the governor of the prison. We are, under such circumstances 
fully sensible of the advantage derived from a compensation of this nature ; but 
we shall still look forward, with hope, to a time when we shall see every part of 
the system in its proper place. The duties of the governor of a county goal', arduous 
as they always were, are much increased in importance by the late removal of 
military guards. This we have discussed at length under that head ; but we should 
be deficient in our duty were we to allow so critical a period to pass over, without 
calling the particular attention of the Boards of Superintendence to this subject, as 
connected with the qualifications of their officers. And we cannot but consider 
it a duty incumbent on each Board, to take into their serious consideration the 
fitness of all, in their several situations, to the discharge of their respective duties • 
and where there is neither efficiency nor capability of improvement, not to allow 
public establishments, upon the interior regulation of which the safety and peace 
of society so much depends, to be clogged with impediments, which throw insu- 
perable difficulties in the way. We should, we trust, be as unwilling to offer, as 
the local authorities would be to receive, suggestions which are not consistent ^vith 
feelings of justice and humanity, and even with a favourable disposition towards 
persons holding any public situation ; but to perpetuate a bad system, in order to 
avoid the removal of a confessedly unqualified officer, we consider as any thing but 
true justice or humanity. The evils incurred by the appointment or continuance 
of officers of this description, involves both injustice to the public and cruelty to 
the prisoners, whose morals and future welfare are sacrificed to them. 

On the whole, we are enabled to report progress on this subject ; and are happy 
to have observed, on our last tour, a better acquaintance with and attention to the 
duties of each station, in the higher and lower ranks of officers in the county gaols, 
48. C 3 and 
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and in the keepers of the county bridewells. But still there is a great deficiency. 
We take our standard from the duties imposed upon governors by the Legislature ; 
and few of them are adequate to give effect to the intentions of the Legislature, in 
the dischart^e of those duties. ^Ve have some instances of officers of suitable 
education and talents to fill with effect this arduous office 5 and the result, in such 
CTses, has fully justified the sentiments which we have so often repeated on this 
point! The salary of the governor is, in general, fairly proportioned to the im- 
portance of the office, and needs no addition ; and for those salaries the services 
the most qualified persons could be obtained. The increased scale of our 
county gaols, and the additional number of officers lately appointed, require a pro- 
portionate attention : and we trust that when the new gaols now in progress shall 
he opened, they will be opened under the advantage of a competent control. 



LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

WE have seen nothing, on our last tour, more satisfactory than the progress 
which has been made in the establishment of District Lunatic Asylums ; a system 
now extended (with the exception of a very few counties) to the three provinces 
Ulster, Leinster and Munster. The existing asylums are opened to the best 
advantage, conducted on the best principles, and placed in the hands of managers 
experienced in the care of the insane, and in every way qualified for the discharge 
of their duty. It may be satisfactorj' to subjoin an Abstract of the State of the 
Asylums at the time of our inspection : 

DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUMS— 1829. 



Armagh - 



Londonderry 

Maryborough - 

Carlow 

Dublin 



Cosnlies included. 



Armagh - 
Cavan 
Monaghan 
Fermanagh 



Limerick - 
Clare 

Kerry - 
Lim erick City - 



Down 

Antrim 



Derry 

Donegal 

Tyrone 



32 

7 



47 

44 

^9 



17 

23 



There is no particular 
proportion struck for 
each county. 



106 cells, 
recently opened. 



Building only now 
commencing. 



Is to comprise the King’s and Queen’s 
Counties, and counties of Westmeath, 

Longford, and Tipperary. 

Is to comprise the Counties of Carlow, 

Kilkenny, Waterford, and Wexford. 

The Richmond Lunatic Asylum to be converted into a District 
Asylum for the County and City of Dublin, and Counties of Meath, 
Louth, Kildare and Wicklow. 
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This arrangement, when completed, will extend the advantages of the system of 
District Asylums to every part of the three provinces of Ulster, Leinster and 
Munste^^ Cork alone excepted, in which ample provision is made for the lunatic 
poor. Nothing has as yet been decided on in respect to Connaught; but the 
wan o t iat province are now under consideration. The temporary places of 
reception m Connaught for the lunatic poor are of the worst description, and call 
loudly lor reform, of which there can be no adequate kind, short of the establish- 
ment ot one or more District Asylums within the district. 

We refer to our Appendix, in which a Table is given containing the whole of the 
insane poor confined in Ireland ; including those in private, district or county 
asylums, houses of industry, infirmaries and gaols ; the total number in Ireland 
amounting to 2.002. See Appendix. 

PRISON DRESSES. 

THIS subject should not properly form a distinct head in our General Report, did 
we not find that the issue of prison clothing is a point in which our gaols in general 
are deficient ; we, therefore, resume it for the third time. We have nothing new 
tofldd to the following extract from our Sixth and Seventh Reports; and we trust 
that the Grand Juries may take up this subject during the present year. 

“ As we are of opinion that a mistaken view of the Prison Act is very generally 
II respect to prison dresses, we are induced to offer some explanation on 

‘‘ the subject, this being the only one of the allowances provided by the Legislature 
‘ with which prisoners are not strictly supplied. In a very few of our gaols is 
** a general system of prison clothing extended beyond the female class. In the 
(c majority of prisons, the view taken of the 76th section of the Prison Act is, 

‘ that the Grand Jury are thereby required to present money to supply prison 
“ dresses to such prisoners ‘ as shall stand in need of such assistance-^ and the 
“ construction put upon these words is, that if a prisoner be in absolute want of any 
‘‘ one of the articles of clothing specified in the Schedule (section 78), it is incum- 
bent upon the Grand Jury to supply that article ; and to meet this supply the 
“ local inspector is provide with a certain number of the different articles of 
“ clothing. 

“ In several of the gaols, we are concerned to state, that the prisoners are not 
“ supplied in any way, and consequently are, in many instances, in a very objec- 
“ lionable state of nakedness ; and particularly in want of shoes, an article pecu- 
“ liarly necessary to persons who live comparatively without exercise, and who 
“ stand upon flagged floors. The most commoncourse, however, which is taken, is 
“ the middle course, of supplying occasional articles ; and to that system, therefore, 
“ we shall apply our observations. 

‘‘ The words, ‘ as shall stand in need of such assistance,' are certainly to be found 
“ in the section alluded to ; but it will be seen by reference to that section, that these 
“ words do not relate exclusively to ‘ prison dresses,’ but apply equally to ‘ food’ 
“ ‘ bedding,’ &c. These words, then, are to be construed as words defining 
“ what is denominated in the 82d section, ‘ a poor prisoner within the meaning of 
this Act,’ who, as such, is subject to all rules and regulations hereinafter pro- 
*• vided in that behalf.’ As poor prisoners, then, standing in need of and receiving 
public support, they are made liable to work (section 104), and as poor prisoners 
“ they are, on the other band, entitled to the various supplies to be provided for 
“ those who stand in need of them, and which are detailed without distinction in the 
yfith section, viz. food, fuel, prison dresses, &c. &c.; the words ‘ such as 
“ stand in need thereof,’ being the general terms descriptive of a poor prisoner 
“ under the Act, and having equal reference to all manner of supplies mentioned in 
“ the preceding part of the section. 

“ It appears to us, on this construction of the Act, that poor prisoners are entitled 
“ to prison dresses. We conceive that if the system is well managed, the com- 
“ pliance with the Act will be attended with very little expense additional to that 
“ which will attend the middle course, if all deficient articles, including shoes, are 
“ strictly supplied; and it is clear that the additional expense will be repaid ten- 
“ fold, by the increased degree of order, cleanliness and discipline, arising from the 
“ issue of an uniform dress. 

48. C 4 » The 
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“ The law, thus acted upon, will appear to be founded upon true princi[)les of 
“ justice. We suppose the case of a prisoner, confined for a considerable length 
“ of time and ultimately acquitted ; at the time of his committal he possessed 
“ a good 'suit of clothes ; during his confinement his family are deprived of their 
“ means of support, and at the end of that period he is discharged, sent out of 
“ gaol in rags, and obliged to purchase a new suit of clothes before he is placed 
“ in the same circumstances in which he stood at the time of his committal : 

“ this surely is not just. Or suppose the clothing of the gaol is issued to a pri- 
“ soner after his own clothing is worn out, instead of being issued on his com- 
“ mittal ; in such a case, he is, on his discharge, placed in the painful situation 
“ of being obliged to return home with the stigma of a prison dress : this is 
“ equally a hardship. We have taken our examples from the class of persons 
“ not convicted, as we find the clothing more particularly withheld from the un- 
“ tried. All these inconveniences are completely avoided by adhering to the spirit, 

“ and what we conceive to be the fair construction of the law. 

“ When a prisoner is, on committal, placed on the list of those entitled to 
receive public allowances, his private clothing should at once be taken from 
“ him, washed (if necessary), labelled and placed in store, to be returned on his 
discharge ; and a suit of prison clothing should be issued, consisting of the 
“ articles'enumerated in the 78th section of the Act. This system we conceive 
“ essentia! to the perfect regulation of a prison, and to the correct fulfilment of the 
“ provisions of the Act ; and we are particularly anxious to forward it, as the want 
of a regular supply of dresses is the most striking defect still remaining in our 
“ good county gaols. It is the only subject upon which (with very few exceptions) 

“ we are addressed by the prisoners in the language of complaint ; and upon this 
“ subject the complaints have been very frequent, and in many instances very well 
“ founded.” 

DEBTORS’ PRISONS. 

WE have heretofore confined'our observations to the Report made on our annual 
inspection of each prison of this class, and contained in our Appendix ; but are 
now induced to offer some general observations upon this particular department, 
and in so doing we have, with reference to the prisons of Dublin contrasted with 
those of the different counties of Ireland, to present two very different results ; 
the one, that in the debtors’ prisons attached to our county gaols the labours ot 
the Boards of Superintendence to overcome difficulties and to give effect to the 
provisions of the Prison Act, have been attended with entire success ; the other, that 
fn the marshalseas connected with the superior courts and with the city of Dublin, 
no satisfactory advance has been made towards the establishment of a system con- 
formable to existing regulations, or doing any credit to the prison department of 
this country. 

On our first acquaintance with the state of the county-gaol marshalseas, we 
found them, with very few exceptions, in a most irregular and disgraceful state ; 
no attempt made to introduce into the lower class that order and cleanliness which 
were rapidly gaining ground in the criminal wards ; while the higher often pre- 
sented scenes of drunkenness and of every species of disorder and depravity. No 
separation of the classes was made, and much evil unavoidably followed the in- 
discriminate mixture of ranks. 

Under the provisions of the Act since passed (7th Geo. IV, c. 74), the debtors 
confined in county gaols have been “ divided into two classes ; those who are 
“ maintained by the public being placed in every respect on the same footing as 
“ untried poor prisoners of any other class,” (section loy.) This classification 
has been effected, and the bye-laws of the gaol extended to this class, and we_ are 
gratified in stating that the condition of the poor debtors in our county gaols is in 
every respect as good as that of the other classes ; while in the master-debtors’ 
class a complete check has been given to irregular habits, and a comparatively 
•creditable mode of keeping the private rooms is generally introduced. Rents and 
gaol fees have been effectually removed, and so far as our county gaols are con- 
cerned, we are on the whole enabled to make a favourable report respecting the 
■debtors, and to state that a satisfactory reform has taken place in that branch of 
prison discipline. 

In 
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In turning to the subject of the debtors’ prisons in Dublin, we have a very dif- 
ferent account to give ; in them we see the principal blot remaining within the 
extensive range of our inspection. The most important prison of this class is the 
Four Courts Marshalsea. This prison has undergone an entire change of system by 
the provisions of the late Prison Act. Prior to the passing of that Act, the rents 
charged for rooms formed the principal source of emolument to the marshal, to 
whom they were paid. By the enactments of the 7th Geo. iv'., the external regu- 
lation of the marshalsea has been new modelled. The marshal is now remunerated 
by a fixed salary, and the rents are brought to the credit of the public; the rate 
of charge for rooms has been much reduced ; the debtors have been separated into 
three classes 1st, those who pay rent ; 2dly, those who are not subject to rent, 
are lodged in common halls, but who provide subsistence for themselves ; and, 
3dly, the pauper prisoners, supported at the public expense. This classification 
has been much impeded by unavoidable difficulties, but is now nearly effected, and 
is much calculated to promote the comfort of the gentlemen confined, and the 
general discipline and order of the establishment. The Rules and Regulations for 
the government of the marshalsea have been revised by the Court of King’s Bench, 
and rendered most effectual (if acted upon) to secure peace and good order, to 
satisfy the higher class of debtors, to secure the payment of rent, and to place the 
necessary checks upon abuses in the pauper class which the Act imposes (section 82). 
Notwithstanding these regulations, we are sorry to say that the state of the mar- 
shalsea is not satisfactory. The number of complaints and general discontent, and 
disposition to bring charges against the officers, form a very striking contrast to the 
spirit of content and subordination manifested by the inmates of the county mar- 
shalseas. The rents have been suffered to run into arrear, now reported as 
irrecoverable ; and the pauper class (which by the Act is subject to the strictest 
discipline,) presents a scene of filth, drunkenness and disorder. Having long felt 
uneasiness from the state of this prison, we have taken much pains to ascertain the 
causes of it, and in so doing we cannot but observe one striking defect in the mode 
of carrying on the chain of duty. The office of local inspector has too much 
assumed the duties of that of marshal, the obvious effect of which is to lower the 
authority of the marshal, and virtually to render the discipline of the prison depen- 
dent upon a non-resident officer. Whether we may be founded or not in tracing 
many of the evils which exist in the marshalsea to this cause, every day’s experience 
of this establishment proves beyond a doubt that from some cause or other the 
authority of the marshal is disregarded, notwithstanding a general testimony which 
is borne to his humane disposition and kind treatment of all classes of the prisoners. 
From this irregularity in the government, has arisen a habit of constant appeal, not 
wily from the marshal to the local inspector, but (by extending the same principle,) 
from him to our office, and even to the Court of King’s Bench and the Govern- 
ment, upon the most trivial ordinary points of discipline. We, in fact, despair of 
seeing any thing like a settled order of things in this marshalsea until the authority 
of the marshal is completely established. In his hands the Act has distinedy 
placed the whole responsibility and care of the prison ; and to arm him With suffi- 
cient power, has given to him the appointment of all the inferior officers. 

The debtors’ marshalsea next in importance is the Sheriffs’ Prison, in which 
debtors, arrested by the sheriffs of the city of Dublin, are imprisoned prior to the 
return of the writ. It occupies in Dublin precisely the same place as the marshal- 
sea annexed to the county gaol in any other county or county of a city, from 
which the debtor, after the return of the writ, is removeable by habeas corpus to 
the marshalsea of the Four Courts on the application of the plaintiff, defendant, or 
sheriff. This prison has improved in its interior regulation within the last two 
years, and has undergone an important change in the total removal of the class of 
poor prisoners. It is by no means, however, a prison which we consider in a satis- 
factory state. The rents and fees remain to be charged under the regulations 
established in 1810. The prisoners remain, however, in this prison from their own 
choice, if they do not avail themselves of the power of removal by habeas corpus. 
The rents. &c. are regularly accounted for by the keeper, and create a saving to 
their full amount to the city. The City Marshalsea still remains a stain upon the 
prison department of this country, of which we have annually complained, and we 
cannot better express our opinion of it than by adopting the observations made in 
our Sixth llepoit, page 31. 

4 ^' D (Extract.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



22 



EIGHTH REPORT OP INSPECTORS GENERAL 



{Extract!) 



“ There appears to us to be a remedy, or at least a strong counteraction to the 
“ evils produced by imprisonment in this Marshalsea, placed within the power of 
“ those courts from which the process issues by the 83d section of the Act, viz. 

“ the pow'er of ordering the creditor, in all cases of debt not exceeding 10/., to 
“ pay the sum of 2 s. 6 d. per week for the support of the debtor, a regulation 
“ which we wish was made compulsory. This clause has been brought into opera- 
“ tion with much effect by the respectable seneschal of the manor court of 
“ St. Sepulchres, which has nearly emptied the pauper division. It has been objected 
“ to this plan that it has been unjustly injurious to the creditor ; but to this objec- 
“ tion we would oppose the fact, that by the rules of the local courts in Dublin, 
“ a prisoner committed to the City !\Jarsha!sea is released after having remained 
“ in custody one day for each shilling of his debt ; thus a man confined for a debt 
“ of 20 5. is released after twenty days’ imprisonment, and the debt is thus lost to 
“ the creditor. This fact proves that the bringing into operation the 83d section 
“ cannot be considered as injurious to the creditor, who now only punishes his 
“ debtor by the imprisonment, without recovering any part of the debt. But how 

can it be considered a hardship upon a creditor to enforce one clause of the 
“ Prison Act which obliges him to support afellow-creature imprisoned by him in 
" a gaol, in which, by the violation of another section of the Act, he is deprived 
“ of an ample provision made for his support as a pauper prisoner. 

“ We cannot close this Report without stating that the defects of this gaol are 
“ aggravated by the careless and filthy state in which it is kept. If, therefore, 
“ this prison is not to be abolished, surely the courts should afford the relief within 
“ their power, and the corporation should appoint efficient officers.” 

Since the publication of our last Report, a very important measure has been 
adopted by Parliament, by the extension to Ireland of that law which exempts 
from arrest, on mesne process, those persons whose debt is in amount below the 
sum of 20 1 . This regulation must diminish to a considerable degree the number, 
of persons confined in our pauper class, and, exclusive of higher considerations, 
must cause a considerable saving to the public in their support in gaol ; the pro- 
portion of poor debtors supported by the public, and committed on mesne process, 
for debts under 20/., having, within the last two years, exceeded one third of the 
total committals for debt. 

The following is a Summary Abstract of the number of Debtors confined in 
Ireland in the years 1827 and 1828, with the costs to the public of such 
imprisonment : — 











TOTAL. 


process 
under £. 30 . 


City of Dublin : 






Number of debtors committed in 1827 . . - 


2,036 


645 


Ditto 1828 


i,8n 


564 


Ditto, in custody ist January - 1829 . . - 


184 


37 


County Gaols of Ireland : 






Number of debtore committed in 1828 - 


3 . 6*3 


1.219 


Ditto, in custody 1st January - 1829 . - _ 


410 


127 



City of Dublin : 

Net cost of imprisonment for i8a8. 
Four Courts Marshalsea - 
Other prisons for debtors* 

County gaols of Ireland : 
Cost of diet for debtors for 1 828 



£. S’ d. 

- 2.35519 u 
- - 507 5 - 



3423 16 3 



• A great proportion of expense in these prisons is saved by the services of the Inspector, Medical 
and Clerical officers of Newgate being extended to them without any distinct salary. 
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APPENDIX. 



Form of REPORT of the Inspector General, made on his Inspection of the OaoJ 
prior to 1st February 18 ’ 



"Jih Geo. IV. Chap. 74, Sect. 55. 

[N. B— The Sections of the Act form the Queries to be reported upon.— Opposite to each is leit 
a bJank space, headed “ How carried into effect.” 

Sect. 

а. — Grand jury to appoint a Board of Superintendence, of not less than eight and not 

more than twelve persons, one half of whom to be justices of the peace, three of whom 
Sr.t " of peace) to form a quorum. Grand jury empowered to present 

to the Board of Superintendence the monies to be raised under this Act, and to advance 
any reasonable sums to defray the expenses of the gaol. 

3-— Powers of Board of Si^erintendence to visit all gaols, to examine into their state, 
and into the conduct of the officers. ' 

4.— The Board to make bye-laws for the gaol, to be carried into effect by the local 
inspector, and to be binding upon all magistrates and upon sheriffs. 

defines the powers of justices of the peace, not being members of the 
Board ot bopenntendence ; abuses to be reported by them to the Board. 

б. Accommodation of a county gaol. Males and females to be completely separated. 

Class 1. — Debtors and contempts on civil process. 

2. — Felons convicted. 

3- — Misdemeanants ditto. 

4. — Felons untried. 

5. — Misderaeananu ditto, and want of sureties. 

6. — King’s Evidence. 

Separate infirmaries for two sexes. 

Bath, or bathing tub. in places best adapted for the u«, of the diSferent cla..e., 
good’water hnd privies for the diifereut clas.eB, with a supply of 

Separate cell, for prisoners, and some cells to be provided with three beds or more, 

J WO male pnsoners only, never to be lodged together. 

Rooms for labour and industry. 

Cells for solitary confinement. 

cla?ses with separate divisions for males and females, and for different 

57. — Gaolers to transmit yearly returns according to the Schedule (E.) 

59.— Inspectors-general empowered to examine persons on oath respecting the discipline 
of gaols, and to report to the Lord Lieutenant, &c. r s, y 

62.— Book of observations and visits of officers to be kept in the gaol. 

65 & 66. — Duties of local inspector, &c. 

67 —Returns to be made by clerks of the peace and crown to the local inspector and 
annual returns of that officer to the Inspectors-ireneral. 

68 . — Grand jury to appoint a chaplain of the Established Church, and, if required by 

the <murt, a Protestant dissenting minister, and a clergyman of the Roman-catholic church 
as chaplains to the gaol, to be approved by the court of assize, and preference to be 
given to parochial clergy. * 

69. — Duty of Chaplains : 

To read prayers on Sundays. 

To visit the prison twice in every week, and to exhort every prisoner. 

To attend malefactors condemned to death. 

To inspect provisions by alternate weeks on the days appointed. 

To keep a journal, to be produced when required to the Board of Superin- 
tendence. 

70 & 71.— Regulates salaries of chaplains, which are to be equal in amount.' 

72. — Regulates the qualifications and appointment of physician or surgeon. 

To visit each prison twice in every week, or ofteiier if necessary. 

To keep a journal, &c. 

Sustenance ordered by physician to be procured under order of the Board of 

Superiiitendencc- 

72 & 74.— Apothecaries 



Form of 
Report. 
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Apothecaries to supj)ly medicines and other articles necessary for the sick. 

No apothecary providing medicines shall be physician or surgeon to the gaol. 

Regulates presentments for fuel, prison dresses and beds, 8tc. 

iloney presented for these purposes to be paid to contractors. 

yg. Articles of bedding and prison dresses. 

jg. — Contractors to account on oath. 

8o.— Contracts to be made with the clerk of the peace. 

gi_ Penalty on grand juror or inspector being concerned in contracts. 

Sa.—Poor prisoners not to receive any provisions in addition to the allowance of 
the gaol. 

83. — Debtors confined for a sum under lol. to receive an allowance from their creditors 
of a». Qd. per week, by order of the Court. 

84. Inspectors-general to prepare dietary tables, to be approved by the Court of King’s 

Bench, to be hung up in a conspicuous part of the common hall. 

85. — Form of dietary account. Schedule (A.) 

87.~Inspectors-general to supply deficient bedding, dresses, &c. for the fixed establish- 
ment of each gaol, according to the forms in Schedules (B.) and (C.) 

Collectors of excise to advance the cost of purchasing the same. 

88._Grand juries to appoint matrons. 

Matrons to receive a salary approved by the Court of Assize. 

8g.— Authorizes the appropriation of part of the gaol as a house of correction. 

Exempt from the responsibility of the sheriff. 

A governor to be appointed by the grand jury. 

g6.— Persons committed by local jurisdictions to be confined in county gaol, 
gg.— Regulates the payment of expense of male prisoners by the local jurisdiction. 
100.— Persons committed within a county of a city or town to be confined in the 
county gaol by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

J04. Poor prisoners to be kept to such work as shall be appointed by the grand jury 

or Board of Superintendence. 

T 05.— Prisoners before trial, and not being poor prisoners, may be ^ployed, with ^eir 
own consent, and to receive such allowance as the Board of Superintendence may appoint. 
Such employment not to interfere with classification. 
lo6._Regalates the providing teachers, books, materials, tools, &c. 

loy. Poor prisoners to receive one third of their profit, if any arise. — This clause does 

not extend to persons sentenced to hard labour. 

108. Keepers’ return of hard labour, according to Schedule (F.), to be made at every 

assizes. 

loQ. — Twenty-fortr rules for the regulation of county gaols. , . , 

Local inspector to report, on oath, on the state of the prison to the judge at eve^ 
assizes, inserting a copy of these rules, and his special report on the execution or each. 
(Rules 14 Sc 24.) 

110. Penalty on conveying spirituous liquors into prisons. 

jii. Allowance made fo defray the expenses to their places of abode, or of honest 

employment, of discharged prisoners, not having the means to pay for the same. 

112. — Court of King’s Bench empowered to make rules and regulations, whether 

temporary or permanent. . j- u j- 

Also by a summary order to dismiss officers guilty of misconduct or disobedience to 
the same. 

Officers so dismissed not re-eligible to other offices. 

113. — Officers to attend and answer all inquiries of the Board of Superintendence, 
jiy. — Regulates the issue of clothing to convicts sentenced to transportation. 
,3y._Notice of abolition of fees to be posted in every gaol. 



Here follow the general observations, which are a copy of the Report to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, pursuant to 7th Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 55. 
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Kilmainham Gaol. 

JN the Report of last year. Major Palmer strongly impressed upon the Board ofSuperin- 
employment for the male prisoners, under the 
104th section of the Act The law is imperative ; the means are provided by the Act and ' 
within the power of the grand jury. A very fair prospect of providing a market for the 
sale of broken stones has been pointed out by Major Palmer, and it certainly must cast 
some reflection upon the zeal of the parties concerned, that in this gaol, situated in the 
metropolis, the providing means for the profitable employment of thf prisoners should be 
j to the suggestions of Major Palmer, it is now 

submitted to the Board, that in the Richmond bridewell, within halfa mile of Kilmainham 
in which prison are confined an average of from 300 to 400 prisoners, not one person is 
72 looms are m constant operation, several trades are taught, and the profit 
to the public IS very considerable. Underall these circumstances, it becomes the principal 
duty of the Inspectors-Geueral, m their annual Report on the gaol, to bring this subj^ 
before the county, and to remind them that by the section before quoted, “ the governor 
« f to keep every poor prisoner to works of such kind as the Board 

ot Superintendence shall direct and appoint," thereby implying that the best means of 
employing the prisoners will be considered by the Board, anci suitable works appointed. 

A plan h^ been submitted to the Board of Superintendence for building additional 
accommodation in this pnson. The number of cells in it are not equal to the a«rage num- 
Mr of prisoners ; the male and female classes overlook each other : there is no regular 
hospiul, and the sick have been accommodated by abandoning the work and allotting the 
work-rooms ty the sick ; the officers are not accommodated, and sleep out of the gaol 
:h 18 at al time-r iniiiriniia fr. L„. u Ti. .1. » * 



hospiUl, and the sick have been accommodated by abandoning the work and allotting the 
work-rooms ty the sick ; the officers are not accommodated, and sleep out of the gaol 
which is at all times injurious to discipline, but which becomes very hazardous on the 
removal of the military guard ; there is a great want of store-rooms, to supply which night- 
cells are occupied by stores. All these considerations call for an additional building The 
proposed plan embraces a female prison, with hospital accommodation, and some rooms 
for debtors, which will enable the Board to bring the turnkeys within the gaol. The esti- 
mate of the new plan is not considerable, and it is to be recollected that the money will be 
advanced by the public, and be levied on the county in half-yearly instalments of 2 i per 
cent, without any chai^ for interest. 

The general order and cleanliness of the prison is creditable to the officers. The female 
pnsoners are carefully attended to under a matron and female assistants, who have the 
advantage of ffie superintendence of a visiting committee of ladies. The male school is 
conducted with regularity. 

The establishment of employment by the grand jury is again urged. It is a matter of 
vital imnortance, and thelaw is mandatory on the subject. The difficulties cannot be in- 
superable, and we do not hesitate to state, as our general experience, that the industry of 
some gaols, and total idleness of the prisoners in others, does not arise from favourable or 
untyvourable circumstances affecting different counties, but from the degree of exertion 
which IS made. The want of a power of inspection in Kilmainham, owing to the badness 
of the plan of the gaol (as of all old gaols) may render it expedient to take this subject 
into consideration in the erection of any additional building, in which the work-rooms or 
working-yards may be so contrived as to come under one view from an inspection-room or 
gallery. Until some work of this kind is effected, we fear that the objects of prison dis- 
cipline will be confined to the safe-keeping, order, and cleanliness of the prison, which is 
a standard falling very short indeed of the intentions of the Legislature, or of the advantages 
to be found in the best county gaols. ® 

Newgale. 

THIS gaol has undei^one no alteration since our last Report. The space allotted for 
general observations cannot be better employed than by offering some remarks upon the 
prospect of a new arrangement in the prisons of Dublin, which we trust is likely soon to 
be realized, and the details of which will be of the greatest importance. 

In the event of a new prison being made, applicable to the wants of the metropolis, 
capable of containing from 300 to 400 inmates, we would venture to propose for considera- 
tion the following distribution of prisons, which would appear to us to be the most desirable, 
the most economical, and the most convenient for carrying into effect the best principles of 
classification ; viz. 

Newgate to contain untried prisoners and transports. 

Richmond Bridewell - - female tried prisoners of all classes. 

New prison ----- male classes of tried prisoners of every description. 

<*• ^ 3 This 
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The following is the Statement of Accommodation and Numbers on the day of inspection 



Number Cunfioe 



Name of Class. 



I of Y ards. 



Number of Class. 



Males 



Imprisonment 
Imprisonment 
Transports - 
Untried 
Imprisonment 
Transports - 
Untried 
Debtors 



194 totalmales. 



Female 



Untried 

Imprisonment or 
bail 

Transports * 
Debtors 



Total number in the Gaol 
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The following is the detail of work, as appears on the day of inspection 

Confined male prisoners _______ jgj 

Weaving __.gQ 

Other trades - jo 

Gardening - j2 

Tread-wheel - 

House-work - -2Q 

Approvers - _ g 

S.ck _3 

The female olas.es present a most striking view of the effeots ofa g^.yftem of prison 
discipline. They are divided into three classes, selected more according to shades of 
individual character than on any distinct classification dependent upon vaneties of crime 
or punishment; the women who have children in the prison, being all placed together 
This principle under matrons of discernment and sound judgment, is more likelv to nro- 
duce the tnoral effect of classification than any other, and is recommended by Mrs. Fry 
and the ^dies Association m England. The females are all employed, and nothine can be 
more creditable that the state of the clothing, dormitories, and cells of the classes. 

The employment of the females was as follows : 

Confined female prisoners - _ _ , 

Weaving .* “9 

Plain and other work g,. 

Unemployed g 

House-work - 24 

Approver j 

Sick - jj 

ng 



Diiblia 

District. 



The profit of work in this prison holds out an encouraging example to other gaols 
statement for one year, ending ist November 1 829, is as follows : ^ 

Total amount of labour £.862 15. 2j 

Credited to the public - - _ £.324. 6. 1 J. 

Paid to prisoners - _ , . 

Estimated work done by the prisoners,! 
for which no payment is made -/ 424 - 0. 0. 



The 



£.862. 15. 2 J. 

The accounts are kept with great accuracy, and under the constant check of the visitine 
magistrate. ° 



Smithfield Penitentiary. 



THIS prison continues to improve, and was in a very satisfactory state on the dav of 
inspection. The appearance of the boys at school was very creditable, and their instruction 
appears to be very well attended to by the governor and schoolmaster. 

The fenaales require to be classified, and as no means of classification are afforded in the 
prison, it is to be hoped that some alteration in the distribution of the classes of females 
throughout the pols in the city will be made, which will at least withdrawjuvenile female 
offenders from the contamination of the class with which they are associated in Smithfield 
The laundry is extremely well conducted, and the females generally employed. 

The statement of profits of work for 1829 is as follows : 

Gross amount of earnings £. 2ir. 14 0 

Paid to prisoners - - - £- 74 - 5. ij. 

Superintendent of weaving - - - 33. 6. 10 J. 

Credited to the public ... 108. 2. 0. 

£-215. 14. 0. 



Four Courts’ Marskalsea. 

Sheriffs Prison. 

\City Marshalsea. 

See our General Report, under the head of Debtors’ Prisoks. 



St. Sepulchre’s Manor Prison. 

I FOUND, on inspection, one pauper prisoner in this gaol, contrary to the stipulation on 
which we have refrained from reporting it, as not coming within the regulations contained 
in the 97th section of the Prison Act, no provision being made for the pauper class. The 
rooms for a few prisoners of a higher class, and the yards, are unexceptionable; but the 
present keeper continues, notwithstanding frequent reports and warnings, to keep it in a 
most filty and dilapidated stote. If this state of things remains, it will lie necessary that 
the prison should be abolished under the 96th section before the approach of another 
winter. 

48. D4 
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Dublin 

District. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 



THIS eatablisbment is conducted with much regularity, and appeared, on tlie day of 
insnection in a very satisfactory state. The evil, however, still continues of a number ot 
incurable cases remaining in the house, which is intended for the reception of curable cases 
only ; and this arises from the want of room in the House of Industry. The numbers on 
the day of inspection were : 

Curable cases in the house >59 

Incurable - ditto - - ■ - - - 132 



Of these, 131 are employed as follows : 
Gardening - - - - 

Weaving - . - - 

Spinning - - - - 

Kpitting . . - - 

Needle-work - - - - 

Reading - 

House-work - * * 

Other employments, washing, 8cc. 



Eight persons were under gentle and necessary restraint, under the orders of the medical 
ofElcers. 

We have no doubt that if this institution should be cleared of cases of incurable mania, 
idiotism, and epilepsy, the result would be found most satisfactory in the recovery of the 
curable patients. 



Annual Statement for 1829 : 





Msles. 


Femalei. 


Total. 


Remainingin the asylum, 5th January 1829 


124 


181 


305 


Admitted, to 5th January 1830 - - - - - - 


96 


95 


19 ‘ 




220 


276 


496 


In the same period were discharged 








Recovered - -- -- -- - 


54 


45 




Relieved and on trial ------ 


4 


18 


22 


Taken by friends unrelieved ----- 


l 


2 


3 


Transferred to house of industry as incurable - 


18 


26 


44 




23 


10 


33 


Remaining in the asylum, 5th January 1830 . - - 


120 


175 


■295 




220 


276 


496 



Lunatic Departmetd, House oj Industry. 





Males. 


Feioalei. 


Tola! 


In the Lunatic Department, on 30th November 1828 - 
Admitted from 1st December 1828 to 30th November 1829 - 


183 

31 


272 

38 


455 

69 




214 


310 


524 


Discharged recovered, from 1st Dec. 1828 to sotliNov. 1829 
Died in same period " 7 q " ' 

Remaining in the house, 30th November 1829 - - - 


12 

20 

182 


8 

291 


20 

3‘ 

473 




214 


310 


6®4 



The numbers returned disc/iurgerf, recovered, may appear small, but it must be 
remembered, that of the patients received into this establishment, maiy are idiotic cases 
and others are transmitted as incurable cases from the Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

State' 
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State of the Lunatic Department on the day of inspection : 





Incurable 


Epile|ilic, 






1 Epileptic 
and Idiotic, 


Total. 


Keepers 


In Male Wards 


105 


>7 


23 


3 


' 2 


150 


14 


In Female Wards - 


165 


25 




6 


14 


, 339 


22 


In Male Cells 


13 


12 ' 


5 


- 


2 


; 32 


6 


la Female Cells 


48 


11 


3 ' 


- - 




62 


7 


Total - 


331 


65 


50 


9 


18 


473 


49 



The employment of the patients, male and female, is an object to which the atten- 
tion of the superintendents is particularly directed. The females are engaged in 
making and repairing the clothing and bedding for 1,900 persons in the establishment of 
the house of industry. In the course of last year the materials for work amounted 
to 5,062 yards of linen; 1,850 yards of calico; 1,234 yards of ticken; and 48 yards of 
linsey. 

The male patients, as far as they can be encouraged or compelled to work, are employed 
in the different departments of the house, working in the garden, making mats, tailoring, 
picking oakum, carrying coals, washing potatoes, attending as labourers to the artificers, 
carrying provisions, &c. &c. 

One ward, containing twenty patients, has been added to this department during the 
past year. 

The asylum is in a very healthy state, which is much to be attributed to the extreme 
cleanliness of the house, and the care and humanity which are evident in the management 
of the patients. On the day of inspection there were but eight patients under restraint, 
and that of the most gentle kind. 

On the whole, we can on the present occasion bear the same testimony to the state of 
this establishment which we have done in former Reports, — that nothing can surpass the 
high state of order in which it is ke[)t, the judicious treatment of the patients, and the 
general excellence of the system. We have been enabled to hold out this asylum as an 
example of the effects of care and xeal in counteracting every disadvantage of limited and 
very inadequate accommodation well worthy of imitation. 



Private Lunatic Asylums. 

WE have inspected the private lunatic asylums in the neighbourhood of Dublin, in 
which we found the patients well accommodated, and apparently as happy and comfortable 
as their situation admitted of. The numbers confined were— 

Dr. Harty’s Asylum, Finglass - - - 22 

Dr. Duncan - ditto - ditto - - - - 42 

Mr. Gregory ditto Bellevue - - - 31 

Dr. Eustace ditto Hampstead - - - 9 

The latter asylum is recently established. — {See our General Return of Lunatics, 8cc. at 
the end of our Appendix.) 

Retreat, Donnybrook. 

THIRTEEN patients were confined in this asylum on the day of inspection. The 
institution is carried on in the same satisfactory manner as we have stated in our former 
Reports. 



St. Patrick’s Hospital for Lunatics and Idiots. 
(Founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s.) 



THIS extensive and excellent institution is conducted with much care by the governors 
incorporated by charter, who have shown every kind disposition to encourage and assist 
our inspection of the whole establishment, which contains .both inmates who pay and 

E auper lunatics ; each class being suitably accommodated. There is every appearance of 
umane treatment of all, very few being under any coercion. 

Since our last inspection a great improvement has been made in the building, by the 
addition of day-reoms to each corridor. 

The number confined on the day of inspection was 



Idiots 

Epilepsy - 
Mank - 





Halt 
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Dublin Hulk Es$ex, at Atngstown. 

DisOnct^ ^ found this bulk in very good order; but eighty-three convicts were in custody, the 
greater proportion of whom I found either at work or employed in the school. The ship 
was healthy and clean, no person in irons, and no complaints made by any of the convicts. 
On the whole, the general appearance of the hulk was creditable to the officers onboard. 



North District. 



North 

District. 



County of Antrim Gaol. 

IT is almost unnecessary to make any report upon this old gaol, the defects in which 
have induced the grand jury at the last assizes to pass a resolution recording their opinion 
of the necessity of erecting a new county gaol. Where the site of the intended pnson is 
to be, or whetner any extensive addition to the house of correction at Belfast is to lorm 
a part of the arrangement, has not yet been determined. 

Every thing which is practicable is done by the local inspector and officers of the 
county gaol to counteract the insuperable difficulties under which they labour ; and, not- 
withstanding the crowding and total idleness of all the male prisoners, the prison is m 
a state of comparative order, and extremely clean. The state of the dasses must however 
be very defective ; this evil is particularly felt on the female side. Notwithstanding the 
attention of a competent matron, aided by the benevolent visits of a committee of ladies, 

I found a total want of discipline in this class : the convicts under sentence of trans- 
portadoD, tried and untried felons, and misdemeanants of every shade of crime, with 
vagrant women (the most ruinous of all classes to the moral order of a prison), were aU 
mixed together in one small yard and day-room, in which were forty-five females on the 
day of inspection, the number of whom sometimes amounts to sixty. It is scarce neces- 
sary to add, that they appeared to be in an almost ungovernable state. 

Major Palmer and I have for several years repeated our opinion upon this case, and we 
trust that no indecision in respect to locality, or doubt upon the comparative advantages 
of concentrating the whole prison system in the county gaol, or of adding to the house 
of correction at Belfast, may postpone the necessary presentments beyond the Lent 
assizes. It is a subject of serious consideration in deciding upon the site of a new gaol, 
that the present Board of Superintendence do not act. They have framed no bye-laws, 
and do not hold meetings. If this is to be attributed to the situation of the county towm, 
it certainly is a point of importance to be weighed in determining the situation of the 
new prison. 

House of Correction, Belfast. 

THE value and importance which the Inspeotors-general attach to this establishment 
have been recorded in the Reports of several years. It exhibits one of the few specimens 
of which this country can boast of a scene of effectual, constant, and profitable labour. 
The benefiU of such an institution are not confined within its own walls, but are felt by 
the encouragement which the example holds out to the Boards of Supenntendence and 
officers of other gaols to persevere in their efforts to promote industry m their respective 
orisons which are too generally relaxed, and too easily discouraged. We lament the great 
deficiency of the prison discipline in Ireland in this all-important particular, and are per- 
suaded that the failure is principally to be attributed to want of zeal. 

A new appointment to the office of local inspector in Belfast has taken place since our 
last report. Mr. Irwin, the officer appointed, has put into my hand some observations 
upon the state of accommodation in this prison, and I cannot better express my own 
opinion than by transcribing them “ There are now (he reports) in the Belfast house 
of correction ninety-nine male and twenty-seven female prisoners. There are only thirty- 
six cells in the prison, eighteen of which are on the female side, and eighteen for men and 
boys • one of these has been occupied for eight years by a lunatic, the remaining seven- 
teen are therefore the only cells for ninety-nine men and boys now_ confined therein. 
Under these circumstances it is impossible lo establish that classification which is abso- 
lutely necessary in such a place. Circumstanced as the prison now is. the prisoners con- 
fined for minor offences, who might derive advantage by their imprisonment, are hardened 
in iniquity by their intercourse with persons of the worst description, and leave this 
crowded prison worse than they went into it.” These just observations prove the neces- 
sity of additional building, in order to provide better means of seclusion and classifica- 
tion if the same number of prisoners continue to be committed to this gaol, while the 
following statement may very well operate as a caution to ffie county against hastily 
abandoning the system of an extensive house of correction at Deltast. 
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Statement of work done within the last year : 

3,834 tons stones broken and sold ; clear profit ~ 190. 1 s. 



The gross value of the stones sold being between 500L and 600L, an average of gi 
per day is earned by each man, and yd. by each boy employed ; and thus it appears, that 
in a prison in which the object of employment is followed up according to the spirit of 
the Prison Act, the labour of the prisoners will defray the expense of supplying food, 
clothing, and other allowances to the poor prisoners. 

The moral government of this prison is not neglected. There is a male school at which 
each class attends, and the chaplains have submitted to me a plan for the establishment 
of a Sunday school, which they consider as peculiarly necessary in this prison, in which 
the work of the prisoners on the week-days confines their attendance at school to one hour 
per day to each class of males. There are, however, some good specimens of progress in 
the school. The females are instructed by a competent matron ; the treatment is rough, 
such as in principle more properly belongs to the workhouse than to the county gaol; the 
classes of prisoners committed to this house being either females sentenced to hard labour, 
or idle vagrants who are committed to the workhouse in most county towns ; the dress is 
of a degrading character, the hair cut, &c. 8cc. The females are tept steady to work, 
bat treated with kindness and humanity. 



North 

District. 



Belfast Lunatic Asyiur^. 

THIS district asylum is now ready to receive patients ; the governor has taken posses- 
sion of his apartments; the keepers and nurses are appointed; and the local governors 
have advertised the opening of the asylum in the public newspapers. The building is 
intended to accommodate 106 patients. It is built upon the most approved plan, and pro- 
mises to afford every advantage contenmiated by the Legislature to the counties of Down 
and Antrim, to which it is confined. The rules and regulations approved by the Lord 
Lieutenant for the district asylum at Armagh have been adopted by the local governors. 



County Anlnm of Bridewells. 



Antrim. 

THIS prison contains two cells, with fire-places; there are no yards. The prisoners 
are kept but a very short time, and subject to no personal inconvenience. The bridewell 
by no means contains the accommodation required by law. 

Ballymena. 

IT was the original intention that this prison should have been built upon the same 
plan as that at Ballymoney, but particular circumstances having delayed the work, 
another plan has been substituted upon an improved principle, the keeper’s apartments 
I being included in the same building with the gaol. 

I 

I Ballymoney. 

I THE new bridewell is in forwardness, and will be occupied before the dose of this 

I season. The plan is a half polygon, containing separate yards, day-rooms, and a sufii- 

I cleat number of cells for each sex, with keepers room in front. 

County of Armagh Gaol. 

\ THE Inspectors-general have in their Reports for several years urged upon the grand 

i county the necessity of erecting a new county gaol, or of making so extensive 

an addition as may enable the Board of Superintendence to carry into effect the provisions 
of the Prison Act, and to establish a system of prison discipline on the principles therein 
laid down. At present the want of inspection, of classification, and of solitary night-cells, 

, counteract any exertions which may be made to improve the condition and habits of the 

j inmates of the gaol, and prevent the possibility of establishing order or regularity. There 

I are in this gaol an average of 87 (and last year of go) prisoners, which has sometimes 

! amounted to nearly 150, and to accommodate this number there are two single cells and 

twenty-five other sleeping apartments, with but three yards for air and exercise for the 

I whole of the male criminals. 

It IS, however, unnecessary to dwell on the defects of this building, as I understand 
that the Board of Superintendence have determined to bring forward at the summer 
assizes a plan for additional buildings, which will efiect the object in view. 

This prison has always been kept in a clean and creditable state. There is a well- 
arranged system of cooking, and much regularity in serving the messes. There is no 
tread-wheel ; but it is in contemplation to erect one. The prisoners sentenced to hard 
labour are much more numerous in proportion to the total number confined than in ordinary 
cases ; and prisoners of this class arc kept at hard labour, in breaking stones, for eight 
I qR £ Q hours 
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hours each day. There is, however, no work afforded to the other pauper prisoners under 
the 104th section of this Act. ^ 

There is in this gapl a great deficiency or clothing. The articles necessary, even to 
supply actual wants, are not furnished ; but even such supply is not, I conceive, the true 
intent of the Act. I should strongly urge the introduction of a general system of clothing 
to the prisoners. A prison dress can be made up at a small cost ; and when the expense 
of a g^eral issue of dresses is compared with the necessary cost of supplying deficient 
articles, there seems to be no proportion of additional expense to be compared with the 
advantages whicli attend tlie uniform clothing of the prisoners. 

The female prisoners are extremely well regulated, and sufficiently divided into classes. 
They are regularly employed and instructed. 

The three chaplains of the gaol represented to me that they are most anxious to attend 
to the male school, which is wholly suspended in consequence of the schoolmaster’s atten- 
tion being directed to other duties. He is employed to regulate supplies to the gaol, and 
as a clerk” and, although receiving an ample salary as schoolmaster, has discontinued the 
instruction of the prisoners. This want requires to be immediately attended to, 

I have at my inspection recommended the printed system of bye-laws to the considera- 
tion of the county. As yet no bye-laws have been prepared under the 4th section of the 
Prison Act. .. c • , 

I am also most anxious to call the attention of the Board of bupermteiidance to the 
state of the bridewells of the county, which are as much the subject of their care as the 
county gaol. On this head, however, my observations will be made in my Report on these 
prisons. 

County of Armagh Bridewelk. 



Ballibot. 

I FOUND this bridewell improved. It consists of two yards, two day-rooms, and two 
sleeping-rooms, containing three beds each 5 males and females being quite distinct. The 
prison ^as clean and regular. 

Lurgan. 

THE new bridewell in this town has not commenced, the contract is however made, 
the foundation laid out, and the contractor is bound to complete within one year. The 
old prison is continued as a temporary place of confinement, but is a very objectionable 
one. 

Market Hill. 

THIS is a prison of the smallest class. It contains keeper’s apartments, one very small 
day-room, and one lai^e cell for males, with the like accommodation on the female side. 
There are two very small yards. I have been obliged to call for an estimate of some 
repairs and finishing to be done to the walls. — (See General Observations on the bridewells 
of this county. 

Newtoum Hamilton. 

THIS miserable place of confinement cannot be permitted to continue beyond the period 
of the summer assizes, and by that time it will be the duty of the Inspectors-general to 
submit the case to Government, in order that the bridewell may be abolished. It is 
imperative, however, on the grand jury, by the gist section 7 Geo. IV. cap. 74, to build 
a sufficient prison in every town in which quarter sessions are held. It will, therefore, 
be necessary either to present the sum required for that purpose, or to take measures to 
discontinue the quarter sessions in Newtown Hamilton. 



North 

District. 



Disfrict Lunatic Asylum at Armagh. 

THIS asylum continues in the same very creditable state of order, cleanliness and good 
government in which we have always found it ; and as it has been the first district asylum 
which opened in this country, we cannot but consider it as having been instrumental to 
much good in the way of example. The Report of Mr. Jackson for the present year is 
very satisfactory ; but as we mean to make some' extracts from it in our General Report 
it is unnecessary here to insert them, and it is not necessai'y for the information of the 
local authorities. 



The 
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The following was the state of employment, 8cc, on the day of inspection : 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


In the asylum - 


59 


46 


105 


Employed, &c. 








Weaving linen, six, winding, three - - - . . 

Weavingcalico for clothing female patients - . - 

Tailoring, two, whitewashing, two - 

Washing potatoes, two, sweeping yards, fScc. six - 
Spinning flax 

Making up shirts for male patients ..... 
Knitting stockings 

Washing, four, assisting servants, eight - - . - 


9 

3 

4 
12 

8 

1 


12 

»4 

2 

12 . 




Under restraint, sick and unemployed : 


36 i 


40 


76 


Restraint by waistcoat ....... 

- - - secluding iasleeping-rooms, being high - 

Sick 

Unemployed - 


2 

3 

18 


3 

1 


5 

2 

19 




59 


46 


105 










The distribution by counties is as follows : • 


Males. 


Femmes. 


Total 


Armagh 

Monaghan - 

Fermanagh 
Cavan - 

Tyrone .......... 

Donegal 


16 

19 

9 

5 

6 
5 


24 

1 

6 

3 

2 


39 

29 

10 

11 

9 ' 
7 




59 


46 


105 



North 

District. 



The two latter counties are to remove their patients on the opening of the District 
Asylum at Londonderry. 



Hetreat Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS private asylum for the reception of lunatics has been established within the last 
year. It is kept by Mr. John Allen, one of the society of Friends, and situated near 
Loughgall, within three miles of Armagh. The institution is in its infancy, and the house 
and grounds adjoining are in a very unfinished state. The apartments in the house are, 
however, finished and occupied. At present there are three patients in the house, one 
male and two females, who pay from 30L to 50L per annum each. The keeper and his 
wife appear to be kind and humane persons, and have had some experience in the treatment 
of the insane, Mr. Allen having been for some time the keeper of the asylum near Donny- 
brook, county of Dublin. The apartments are comfortable, and the patients had every 
appearance of being under satisfactory treatment. In cases requiting medical attendance^ 
the physician of the district lunatic asylum at Armagh is called in. 

County of Cavan Gaol. 

THE state of this gaol is much improved since my last Report. A local inspector has 
been appointed, whose services have already proved some, and promise much, good effect. 
The system of book-keeping, and general regularity and order of the prison, have advanced 
considerably. It is, however, painful to observe, that an escape has taken place from the 

48. E 3 gaol. 
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North gaol, which, although not attended with circumstances that attach criminality to any of 
District, the officers, proves, notwithstanding, that a great want of discipline existed at the time ; 

. -* and Edthough the fidelity of the officers cannot be impeached, their want of system and 

vigilance is clearly manifested. It appeared that part of the iron boundary railing was 
removed ; that the handles of the working hammers were formed into spikes similar m 
shape to the iron ones removed ; were painted black, and substituted for the iron railing ; 
anddl this work, the destruction of the implements of labour, &c. &c. took place without 
the observation of the governor and turnkey. It is unnecessary to comment upon it. 

I would beg to refer the officers of this prison to the observations made in our Eighth 
General Report, upon the removal of military guards from the county gaol. 

A very satisfactory arrangement has been made in the female prison by the appointment 
of a respectable matron. Tne ladies* committee continue their benevolent duties, and the 
state of the female classes is very satisfactory. It is, however, to be wislied, that a more 
profitable system of work should, if possible, be introduced. The women, at present, earn 
but 4 d. per week by knitting ; and scarcely a higher profit arises from spinning. 

The turnkey who was principally to blame with respect to the late escape has been 
dismissed, and an efficient officer appointed in his place ; and there is every prospect of 
improvement in this gaol. The system established by the Board of Superintendence is 
well calculated to produce a good effect ; and the regulations are now likely to be efficiently 
acted upon. 

(bounty of Catwn Bridewells. 

THERE have been hitherto no bridewells in this county. A presentment has been made 
for erecting court-houses and bridewells in Oootehill and Ballyconnel, but the work cannot 
be commenced, in consequence of no money being this year at the disposal of the Com- 
missioners for the Issue of Money from the Consolidated Fund. 

County of Donegal Gaol. 

THE Reports of the Inspectors^eneral upon the system of this prison have unifonnly 
been of the most satisfactory nature ; and it is but justice to the local inspector, to whose 
ability and exertions the state of the establishment is much to be attnbuted, to state, that 
the gaol of the county of Donegal may be considered as almost a perfect model of what the 
law prescribes, and that the advantages derived from it are not confined to the county, as 
such a gaol in any one county affords to the Inspectors-general an example to hold out to 
others. The minute cleanliness of the whole establishment, the regularity of the messes, 
the distribution of duty amongst the officers, are carried on in precise conformity with the 
principles laid down in the Pnson Act, and to which it is the object of the Inspectors- 
general to give effect. The only defect in the arrangements which can be pointed out is 
the want of a general supply of prison dresses. In the Sixth and Seventh Reports of the 
Inspectors-general thev have fully explained their view of the principle contemplated by 
the framers of the Prison Act upon this important point ; and they beg leave to refer to an 
instmice in a county contiguous to Donegal (Londonderry) in which the principle is luUy 
acted upon, and it is worthy of inquiry and imitation, as the uniform clothing of the pri- 
soners is effected without much expense to the county. In that prison every class of Mrsona 
confined are clothed on a regular system, and on very moderate terms, and the dresses 

?'he ^ale prison has been much improved since the last inspection ; however, there 
still remains a defect in the accommodation; viz. the different classes have the use of but 
one yard ; it is therefore recommended to the grand jury to sub-divide the yard, which 
will afford to each of the two classes of females a separate and sufficient yard. 

County of Donegal Bridewells. 



Donegal. 

NOTHING has asyet been done to carry into effect the resolution of the grand jury 
with respect to the building a new bridewell in this town. The old blackbole should be no 
longer continued ; and it is hoped that some other arrangement may be made for the pre- 
sent confinement of prisoners, as the use of this disgraceful dungeon cannot be any longer 
permitted. The grand jury have determined to establish in Donegal a court-house and 
bridewell similar to that now erected in Letterkenny. . n 

The persons heretofore appointed to act as the keepers of quarter sessions bridewells 
have been of so low and inefficient a class, that it would be waste of the public money to 
incur the expense of respectable establishments, unless they should be placed “tider the 
care of competent officers. Every keeper of a bridewell should not only be capable of 
making the quarterly and other returns now required, but should be trained to the ^titles 
of a prison. Each keejier should be sent to the county gaol for instruction; and the 
Inspectors-general would strongly recommend a system now in full operation in 8®“^ of 
the southern counties ; viz. the control of the governor of the county gaol is extended to 
the bridewells ; he is held responsible for the discipline of those places of confinement ; is 
obliged periodically to visit them; he has the power of appointing the keepers, and 
of transferring any of those officers for a limited time to the county gaol, in case of neglect 
or want of efficiency in the discharge of the duty. 

Letterkenny. 
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Letttrkem^. 

A NEW court-house mcI gaol are in progress in this quarter sessions town. The North 

building is to be roofed in before the end of toe present season, and the prison will be in District, 

operation in the spring of 1830. It consists of keeper’s apartment, two yards, two day* « — 
rooms, and four cells. 

County of Down Gaol. 

IT is painful for another year to find the numerous prisoners of this extensive county 
confined to the miserable old county gaol, in which the crowded state of all classes pre- 
vents the possibility of bringing into operation any of the salutary principles of sound 
prison discipline, and in which imprisonment must consequently tend to the moral injury 
rather than the improvement of the inmates. 

The dietaiy of toe prison is well regulated ; a male school is regularly attended ; and the 
female class instructed and kept to work under the most discouraging circumstances. The 
tread-wheel is established for prisoners sentenced to hard labour, as well as the breaking 
of stones for other poor prisoners subjected to work by the 104th section of the Prison 
Act. So far there is no ground for complaint of any deficiency on the part of the officers 
in the discharge of their duty. The prison is not, however, kept in asxfeanly a state as it 
should be, nor is duty done with that system or precision which will be indispensable on 
the occupation of the new gaol. 

My attention during my stay in Downpatrick was principally directed to the splendid 
prison now nearly completed upon the radiating plan, and which the county expect to 
occupy before next winter. The first opening of this great public establishment will demand 
the moat serious attention of the Board of Superintendence to the best mode of providing 
suitable furniture; to the formation of efficient bye-laws ; and, above all, to the appointment 
of officers, not only sufficient in number, but of a description competent to the discharge 
of the important duties that devolve upon them. Any suggestions which it may be the 
duty of the Inspectors-general to offer, will be best conveyed by a private communication 
to the Board. It will be their anxious desire to afford any information in their power, and 
to offer their personal assistance at the critical period of removing the prisonereto the new 
gaol, if they shall receive notice thereof. 

County of Down Bridewell. 



Newry. 

THIS Prison remains without alteration. The yards and day-rooms were clean and 
regular, and the ten beds for prisoners complete in bedding, and in good order. 

Lunatic Asylum, Dovmpatrick. 

I VISITED this private establishment, in which I found six patients of a respectable 
class, apparently well treated, and supplied with every comfort that their situation affords. 

County of Fermanagh Gaol. 

I HAVE found this prison in a state of cleanliness, creditable, under existing circum- 
stances, to the governor and officers, and in many respects meriting a favourable report. It 
is, however, quite necessary to guard against making any representation which would 
imply an approval of the system of prison discipline in this county, or lead the grand jury 
to suppose, that in the most important particulars it will bear any comparison with that 
established in other counties, much less that such a system can be effective in fulfilling 
the intentions of the Legislature, or in reforming the characters and moral state of the 
prisoners. 

The subject of prison discipline has much engaged the public attention for many years, 
but in respect to its higher objects, it has not yet been taken into serious consideration by 
the gentlemen of this county. In every instance in which the -subject has been seriously 
taken up and acted upon by a grand jury, the effect has produced a complete conviction in 
their minds of its importance, and consequently a complete revolution in the management 
of tlieir prisons, having also, in above three-fourths of the counties, occasioned either 
wholly or partially the new building of their gaols. 

The principal control in the government of a county gaol is committed to the Board of 
Superintendence. In those prisons in which a good system has been introduced, the 
success has been chiefly attributable to the labours of this Board. The influence next to 
he relied on is that of an active and intelligent local inspector ; and in some well-regulated 
prisons the want of a regularly attending Board, or efficient local inspector, has been com- 
pensated by the talents of the governor of the gaol, and there are instances in which the 
respectability and exertions ol that officer have been solely the means of sustaining the 
character of the establishment. In addition to the male officers, there is appointed over 
the female class a matron, whose charge is of peculiar importance, not only requiring 
efficient talent in the maintenance of good order and discipline, but qualities of a higher 
order, the matron being expected to supply, in her own classes, the place of all other 
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VT 1. in0uenceB, the male officers not being permitted to interfere in the management of the 
North ' prison. How far the offices thus alluded to are filled with justice to the public, it is 

. tjjg of the Inspectors-general to point out, and of the grand juw to consider. 

~ The Board of Superintendence of. the gaol have notheld a meeting from the period between 

mv inspection of October l8a8, and that of July 1829. One of the Board appears by the 
book to have attended once within the intervenin? period, viz. in January 1829. The duty 
therefore devolves upon the officers, and I need not point out to the county how far they 
possess the qualifications which their respective offices demand. Did the health and time 
of life of the local inspector fit him for a scene of active duty and discipline, the interests 
of the prison could not be placed in more conscientious hands. The good intentions of the 
eovemor I entirely admit, but must deny that he can bring any of that descnptionof talent 
or knowledge of prison discipline to act upon the system which is indispensably required, 
and which may, through his means, compensate for the absence of other aid. And with 
respect to the matron, she is a person of so low a class as to be obviously unfit for her 
situation, and to render her appointment useless. Her salary is sufficient to nrocure the 
services of a matron of that respectable class in society who alone are qualified to under- 
take the principal charge of a female prison. , . , n , ... 

The want of accommodation in this prison was stated in the Report ol last year; this 
want has increased with a much increased average of committals ; it is particularly felt m 
the female class, there being but four cells, with one d^-room and yard, lor that class, con- 
sisting sometimes of upwards of twenty individuals. In the male corridors, on the day of 
inspection, there were three prisoners in each single cell. _ 

ft is needless to point out the want of any chapel, and other defects, either m the accom- 
modation or discipline of the prison. Having made the foregoing observations, I feel that 
I have committed myself and my colleague to afford our best assistance in any measure 
which the grand jury might be induced to adopt for the improvement of the prisons of this 
county, and we would strongly recommend that they should appoint a general meeting of the 
Board of Superintendence (making any necessary changes therein) or a committee, to take 
the whole subject into consideration, and to report and offer suggestions to them at the 
next assizes. At the meeting of such Board or Committee we should be ready to attend. 

County of Fermanagh Bridewell, 



Newtown Butler. 

I WAS much disappointed at not finding tliis new prison occupied, as it appeared to me 
to be nearly as forward when I last visited it as it now is ; however, it is expect^ to be 
ready before the ensuing quarter sessions. The prison contains keeper’s rooms, with sepa- 
rate prison for males and females, and consisting of two yards, two day-rooms, and five 
cells, and one solitary cell, with inspection of b'oth classes from the keepers room._ The 
schedules are filled up for the supply of furniture and bedding under the 87m section ot 
the Prison Act ; and it is to be hoped that the prisoners will be committed to this bridewell 
before the winter season. 

County of Kildare Gaols. 



Naas. 

This prison remains in the same state as when reported on last year. The new prison is 
advancing, and until that building shall be completed, it would be vmn to attempt any 
effective reform, or the introduction of good principles of prison discipline. The female 
prisoners are employed under a matron, not however so devoted to them as will be neces- 
sary in the new gaol. The men are employed in breaking stones, and the general order 
and cleaniinss of the prison improved under the care of an efficient and zealous Board of 
Superintendence. 

Athy. 

This new prison should have been occupied in summer, but on my inspection I found 
it still unprovided with furniture. It is now ordered, and I trust the old illegal gaol will 
immediately be abandoned. The legal accommodation in yards, day-rooms and cells, is 
obtained in the new prison for the average number of committals ; but it will be absolutely 
necessary to erect a tread-wheel, to secure that hard labour and punishmeut without which 
confinement ceases to be practically useful. Two rooms also should be allocated for an 
hospital, and a matron and schoolmaster should be appointed. 

County of Leitrim Gaol. 

This prison now contains sufficient room for something below the average number of 
committals ; affording to each prisoner a separate sleeping cell ; but as no ceUs are provided 
according to law, which can accommodate “ three or more prisoners in case of ex- 
traordinary crowding, it is submitted to the grand jury, that in a certain proportion of 
the cells, two should be thrown into one, by which means additional room lor one-third ot 
the number is gained. Two cells at present afford legal accommodation for two prisoners 
if these two are thrown into one, a large cell is thereby Ibrmcd which contains three beds.- 
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(See 7th Geo. IV. ch.74, sect. 6.) The semicircular building at present contains sixty North 

cells, and should twenty of these be formed into ten treble cells, ten additional beds will be District 

gained, and a strict observance of the law established. 

In the cells intended for solitary imprisonment, worm air should be introduced, or the 
use of these places of imprisonment would, in the winter season, be inadmissible. 

The work of the poor prisoners under the 104th section of the Prison Act, is by no means 
BO general as the Act directs. The governor is by that section required to keep the whole 
of the prisoners receiving gaol allowances to work, which duty, imperatively imposed on 
him, he is unable to discharge from a deficiency of tools, Hie supply of which are required 
by the 106th section. I was concerned to hear a difficulty, with respect to the general 
employment of the classes in breaking stones, raised by some of the officers, on the ground 
of the danger of placing hammers in the hands of all prisoners, a difficulty certainly not to 
be apprehended under any sound system of prison discipline. 

It would be found an improvement in the system of work to employ the difierent classes 
in their respective yards, and to appoint a turnkey (the duty to be taken by all the officers 
in rotation) each day, to remain on the balcony or inspection gallery during the hours of 
work, and to act as overseer of the whole ; by this means the remaining officers may be other- 
wise usefully employed. 

It is distressing to see in this, and all other counties in the province of Connaught, that no 
provision is made for the reception of lunatics, by the establishment of a district asylum. 

Eight lunatics were confined in this prison on the day of inspection, much to the injury of 
the establishment. 

The female department is placed under a respectable matron, whose salary, I should 
respectfully represent to the grand jury as wholly inadequate, being but 13 1. a-year; 30/. 
is as low a salary as can be considered as a fair remuneration to any person qualified to fill 
this very important station in the gaol, and I should hope that the case mavbe considered! 

It would be necessary to build a laundiy in the female prison, and to order that the female 
day-room should be repaired. This prison is the only one which I have seen on my last 
inspection, in which a committee of ladies has not been either formed or continued with 
additional zeal, in consequence of the tour made by Mrs. Fry of London, and it is to be 
hoped that this most beneficial system, which did exist in Carrick-on-Shannon, may be 
revived. 

The office of local inspector, upon which the welfare and discipline of the gaol so much 
depends, is very efficiently filled by the Rev. Mr. Percy, and the governor and other officers 
appear attentive and anxious in the discharge of their respective duties. 



County of Leitrim Bridewell. 



Manor Hamilton. 

THIS is, in the present improved state of the bridewejls of Ireland, one of tlie few 
remaining prisons in which all the defects of the old system remain. The prison vsas 
originally constructed without any knowledge of the building of prisons, there being but 
one yard, and the three miserable apartments of which the Dridewell consists having no 
mode of access to that yard. The keeper is totally ignorant of his duty, and the prison 
was, on the day of inspection, in a state of filth and disorder; the yard a neglected piece 
of waste ground, and the furniture going to ruin. The Board should adopt some plan 
for the care of this court-house and gaol, and should require that a proper person, trained in 
the county gaol, (a necessary practice now generally adopted,) should be placed in charge 



County of Londonderry Gaol'. 

THE constant and steady attendance of the Board of Superintendence insures our con- 
tinued favourable reports on the gaol of the county of Londonderry ; a result which never 
fails to attend the personal control and influence of that body. Tne accommodations are 
ample, and the attention paid to the cleanliness and order of the prison, to the diet and 
clothing, and particularly to the employment of the prisoners, is perfectly satisfoetory. 
The attention extends to the most minute details, and consequently it not only appears oi\ 
inspection Uiat the clothing and other appointments of the different prisoners are sr^plied, 
but kept in complete repair. 

The situation of the female prison has been changed since last inspection ; and although 
the accommodation is more limited, the women are better secluded from the other parts of 
the gaol. Inconvenience had arisen from the exposed position of the two houses in which 
they had been placed. Tt is to be lamented that there is but one yard for the two female 
classes ; but this defect may be in a great measure removed, without affecting the venti- 
lation of the yards, by a low slight partition. 

It is truly gratifying to observe the perseverance of the respectable Ladies’ Association, 
who have conferred such important benefits upon this class. The proceeding of the ladies’ 
committee seem to be conducted with increased regularity and system, and the appearance 
and impovement of the prisoners bear testimony to their valuable labours. Too much 
gratilucie to them cannot be expressed by those who are connected with the prison depart- 
ment, and interested in its success. 

48- F The 
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District. 



The male school is conducted on a eood system, and well attended to. I examined 
some of the prisoners, and was much pleased with the progress of one prisoner who had 
been confined for three months, who on his committal was wholly ignorant of letters, and 
at the end of that short period could read perfectly. 

The local inspector has submitted to me a plan, which I strongly recommend to the 

E nd jury, in order to facilitate the supply of stones to the prisoners sentenced to hard 
our, all of whom it is intended to bring together to break stones, viz. to open an 
archway for carts in the lower passage. The expense will be trifling, and much increased 
profit will arise from the better supply of stones. 

It is recommended to the Board of Superintendence to consider and prepare a complete 
system of bye-laws. The short sheet of excellent orders now in force is by no means so 
comprehensive as to answer the purpose intended by the 4th section of the Prison Act, 
as it is not only desirable, but indispensable, that the whole range of duty should be 
defined in each separate department. A system of bye-laws for general use in county 
gaols has been prepared with much care, and has received the approval of the Court of 
King’s Bench. A copy of the bye-laws, so prepared, has been submitted to the Board; 
not By any means with a view to dictate to them the regulations which they may deem 
suitable to the county, but to assist them in preparing their own code. The printed rules 
have been adopted in many counties without an alteration ; in others they have been par- 
tially adopted, and embodied with other regulations. The Inspectors-general again submit 
them to tne consideration of the Board, to be used in any way that they may think fit in 
facilitating the important object of establishing county bye-laws, which the Act peremp- 
torily requires. 

Tfie attention of the grand jury is respectfully called to tlie report on the bridewell at 
Coleraine ; and it is recommended to them, that the control and discipline of the bride- 
wells of the county should be included (as the Prison Act points out) in the charge of the 
Board of Superintendence. The management of bridewells has been very maturdy consi- 
dered, and carried on with complete effect, in some of the southern counties, which contain 
a great number of prisons of this class, and the Inspectors-general should have much 
pleasure in transmitting to the Board the details of the system which in those counties 
has been pursued. 

County of Londonderry Bridewells. 



Coleraine. 

THERE is in the town of Coleraine a prison belonging to the corporation, which has 
been also used as a county bridewell. For these joint purposes it is wholly deficient in 
accommodation, and it was proposed by the Inspectors-general that a joint prison should 
be built, to contain the legal accommodation for a bndeweU, with apartments for the 
prisoners committed by the local jurisdiction. This plan has not been carried into effect, 
and it is now proposed that the corporation should render their prison effective, so as to 
satisfy the Lord Lieutenant, according to the terms of the Act 7th Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 97; 
and that a bridewell should be erected by the county. A plan and estimate will be sub- 
mitted to them, the law being imperative as to the establisliment of a suitable prison in 
every quarter-sessions town. — (Sec same Act, s. 91.) 

Magherafell. 

I WAS much disappointed at finding this prison still unfurnished, although I had taken 
the measures pointed out in the 87th section of the Prison Act to provide tumiture, after 
my last inspection. I have now filled up the necessary schedules, and this evil will be 
remedied. The prison has been put into complete repair, on an estimate presented to the 
grand jury last year. The scale of building is too limited, and there are no apartments 
for the keeper ; it would therefore be right to build a new bridewell, in order compleiely 
to fulfil the provisions of the Prison Act. There are, however, two day-rooms and two 
yards; the male and female prisoners separated; three beds for men and one for women, 
and every suitable accommodation provided. 

Newtown Limavady. 

THIS small bridewell is regularly kept : it contains keeper’s rooms ; one room for 
males and one for females, with separate yards. The scale is too small, hut it is in con- 
templation to add two rooms : this might be done at a trifling expense, by roofing the two 
small yards, and providing yards in the rear of .the prison. 

District Lunatic Asylum at Londonderry. 

THIS building is now completed, and opened for the reception of lunatics ; it exte.ids 
to the counties of Londonderry, Tyrone, and Donegal, and contains accommodation for 
104 patients; the proportions as follow : 

Tyrone - - - - - 3® 

Donegal 3® 

Londonderry 30 
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On the day of inspection there were but sixteen lunatics confined, who were transferred 
troni the asylum at Armagh. There are, howefer, such a number to be transferred from 
the house of industry m Derry, and from the county gaols of Omagh and Lifford, as will ' 
nearly fill the house. Much discrimination is required in the selection of patients : to 
L ? rejection of those whose cases come within the description for 

which the institution is designed, and on the other, the eutailing unnecessarily upon the 
establishment those incurable cases which would remain as a burden during their lives 
and close the wards against curable patients who may apply for admission. ’ 

the manapr appointed to the asylum is a person of experience and tried skill, the 
building well executed, and the institution promises fair to become a serious I ' 
the district. 



North 

District. 



Cumti/ of Longford Gaol. 

NO chanp of any importance has taken place in this gaol since the last inspection and 
report of Major Palmer, and I am glad to be enabled to confirm his statement that the 
prisoners are generally employed. On the day of inspection, and for a few days prior 
thereto, owing to unavoidable circumstances, there had not been a supply of stones to 
employ the prisoners m the work at which they are usually placed j but this want had been 
supplied, and the employment of all classes was about to be renewed. I have also to 
repeat his recommendation to the Board of Superintendence to persevere in preserving the 
prisoners from the evils of idleness, which is the parent of every disorder in a prison. 

Ihelread-wheel ism full operation, but the numbers sentenced to hard labour was so 
great that the wheel did not afford any thing like a due proportion to all. Under such 
cycumstances, the most eligible plan to pursue is to select a proper number for this species 
other prisoners to the general work of breaking stones. 

■t ^ conducted with regularity, and satisfactory progress seems to result from 
It. I have pointed out to the schoolmaster a mode of recording the advance in writing 
_ I was much disappointed at finding the state of the females much fallen off since I last 
inspected the gaol. I am quite satisfied that the matron is both qualified and disposed to 
do her part, and I should hope that the spirit of improvement will be revived with respect 
to the class. A ladies committee had been established, whose attendance has 

ceased. Tlie style of Nothing for that part of the class who are clothed has been altered 
much for the worse. On my arrival in Longford, no female prison dresses were in use 
but on the second day of inspection a dress had been issued to a few, which U by no means 
calculated to hamionize with any thing like a good system of female prison discipline ; the 
degrading dress of the workhouse is ill suited to improve the habits or raise the moral 
feeling of persons so circumstanced ; and I should hope that the Board would recur lo that 
system of clothing which was recommended by the Inspectors-general, and which had been 
for some time supplied. It has been an observation invariSjly made, that the discon- 
tinuance of a committee of ladies is seldom, if ever, the result of a diminished zeal on their 
parts, and is a very unfavourable symptom as to the principles of discipline acted upon 
in the prison, in reference to the management of the females. This is a subject of vital 
importance, and I cannot witness, without much concern, the deteriorated state of the 
female class in this gaol. 

The dresses to the male prisoners are by no means issued as the law directs. The 
prisoners are obliged to work at stone-breaking in their own clothes, and many prisoners 
were without shoes, and deficient in necessary covering ; so that even on the principle of 
confining the issue of dresses to the cases of absolute want of private cIothin<r, there is a 
deficiency. Upon this subject we would refer to our General Report, under the head 
Prison Dresses.” 



Some points of mirior importauce I have submitted with confidence to the consideration 
of the Board of Superintendence, having before experienced their favourable consideration 
of any suggestion worthy of attention. 

The subject of bye-laws has not yet been taken into the consideration of the Board. 
The system prepared by the Inspeclors-general and approved by the Court of King’s Bench 
lias been submitted to them, in order to afford aid to them in framing the bye-laws for the 
county. 



County of Louth Gaol. 

SINCE my last inspection of this gaol several improvements have taken place, and 
the general appearance of the prison has gained ground. The messing cells and apartments 
are clean ; the whole of the wood and iron work of the prison, however, requires to be 
painted. 

The tread-wheel has been completed, and is in full operation. It is applied to raising 
water, and as it requires to be at work for six hours in the day to complete me daily supply 
of water, it has been objected that a sufiScient number of prisoners sentenced to hard labour 
might not always be found to perform the work. I, however, dislinctly ascertained that 
the power of four men is sufficient to turn the wheel within a fraction of the regulated 
time ; viz. forty-eight steps in a minute. 

The work of breaking stones, mat-making, and other employments appointed (under the 
104th section of the Act) for the poor prisoners, is carried on with more effect than in the 
average of county gaols ; it is, however, by no means carried on with as much advantage 
and .profit as might be expected, when it is considered that stones have been sold at the 

48- F 2 house 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



40 APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OP INSPECTORS GENERAL 

house of correctiou in almost an adjoining county (at Belfast) to the amount of between 
<500Z. antieooL within the last vear, and that each prisoner earns from 7 d. to get. per day. 
it cannot annear impracticable to produce in Dundalk somewhat of a similar result ; and 
I cannot hesitate to report that the great produce at Belfast is not wholly or even prm- 
cipally to be atuibuted to local advantages, but that a zeal and perseverence most praise- 
worthy on the part of the officers is evident. . , , • * 

■ The chapel of this gaol is very badly subdivided, and very capable of improvement. 
This has been pointed out in the reports of former years, and is recommended to the 
attention of the grand jury. , • i. . j • 

The school, on the male side, is carried on by successive classes m the chapel, and is 
conducted in a satisfactory manner. The appearance of the female class is highly credit- 
able • their clothing good, and their department orderly. A second yard has been cut ofl 
on the female side, and a separate place for the debtors thereby procured. . 

On the whole, the inspection of Dundalk gaol has been satisfactory; but I would again 
urge upon the Board of Superintendence, whose attention to this gaol is most valuable, to 
enwavour to give an effectual stimulus to the work of the poor prisoners. 



County of Louth Bridewell. 



THIS prison is now completely in conformity to law, and kept in a creditable It 

contains keeper’s apartments attached to the old castle, m the rear of which are two ymds 
under good iLpectfon. The prison contains two day-rooms on the ground-floor, '^*th four 
male alid two female cells upstairs ; there is a pump in each yard, and a good supply ot 
water. The prison is particularly well supplied with furniture. 



Town of Drogheda Gaol. 

THE number of prisoners in this gaol are so few, and the 
can be made by the grand jury so small, that there is not a field lor the best operation of 
an improved system of prison discipline. The classification is very hint > 

XtUd, thL are not a. many jodi.iduals it, each cl.sa at are to be found m the eab- 

di.ided clMsilication of a large county gaol. The »oik of the 

but so far from finding it necessary to urge farther provision for the 

male prisoners, I was, on the contrary, induced to lecornmend that the sttne breaking 

Bhoulck in some degree, give way to the applioalion of the labour of ”5 

at wSk, to the interior bosineos of the prison, and to preparing new floors for the 

yards and insninling passage. The stones should he broken to a tenfold smaller else, and 

complete floors laid and rolled. 

The females are employed but two days in the week. They are very few number, 
(hut three on the day li inspection) but they are idle for ^ 

without superintendence, not clothed, and apparently X 

and very practicable to reform this department; a sctiedule wiU therefore be filled for the 
complete clothing of this class, and a presentment laid before the grand jury J’ 

salary lo be paid to the present female attendant as will secure her constant services, 
and attach respectability to her. ^ -a 

There is no school.^ This evil could also be remedied at a very trifling expense , 
lol. a year would remunerate a teacher to attend upon the few male prisoners for two 

^ Tbe water-pipes of the gaol require complete repair. _ Nothing has been done in conse- 
quence of the observation upon them by Major Palmer, m his report of last year. 

Guard beds should be placed in tbe solitary cells. * j ■ lacf 

I was gratified to see the great improvement of a steam-kitchen erected since ray las 
viait to tfcs prison, which rrnables the Board ot Suprsnutendimoe to adopt the mixed diet, 
and to support the prisoners at 3 j d. per head. , 1 u 

1 found the gaol very clean and regular. A very efficient turnkey has been appointed, 
which is much to tbe credit of the governor, as the turnkey is paid on the very erroneous 
principle of being appointed by the governor, and paid out of his salary ; and, on the w , 

I had much reason to approve of the zeal and attention of the officers. 

County of Meath Gaol. 

THE new prison for the county ot Meath is in a considerable state of fiirwarrlnes., and 
the architect, Mr. Hargrove, informs me that the wotkman.h.p is of the best knad. 1 he 
plan provides accommodation for 150 prisoner:, with single cells ; c assificatior. or tnates 
Ld females; work and day-rooms; a chapel ; hospitals, and solitary cell., with sufh 
cient apartments for the resident officers we 1 sdnated tor mspect.on Under the e 
eircum.tances, it is aanece.saty to detad all the d.fee s ot ‘Je o'd gaol, or to 
recommend any temporary alterations. I found the gaol 

nsoal, the duties ot the resident and non-resident officers performed with great seal aod 
atlanilon. I know of no instance where the evils of a badly constructed prison have been 
BO well remedied by the Board and cooperation of all the officers. 
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Th§ tread-wheel continues to be worked with good effect. Many of the male prisoners 
are employed breaking atones, and the females receive school instruction, and are other- 
wise employed. If the daughter of the present matron received a small remuneration 
to assist her mother with this large class, I think more regularity and system would be 
secured. 

We have always recommended that the schoolmaster should give more of his time to 
the prisoners, and that a small steam apparatus should be erected to prevent cooking in 
the day-rooms, and save fuel. 

An additional number of turnkeys have been at once provided for by the grand jury as 
soon as the sentinels are withdrawn. 

The saving to the county by adopting the potatoe diet still continues, and is highly 
creditable to the zealous arrangements made by the local inspector forthe interior economy 
of the gaol. 



County of Meath Bridevxlls. 



Keib and Navan. 

THESE new prisons are on precisely the same plan, each containing good apartments 
for the keeper, two day-rooms, ten cells, and three airing yards, with a good supply of 
water. They were nearly ready for occupation on the day of inspection. They are in 
strict conformity with the Prison Act, and creditable to the county. It is most strongly 
recommended to the grand jury to present money for an iuclosure and iron railing in front 
of these prisons. 

Schedules for the supply of furniture, under the 87th section of the Prison Act, have 
been tilled up at the inspection. 



County of Monaghan Gaol. 

THE gaol of Monaghan continues to hold a distinguished place among the best regu- 
lated county gaols in Ireland. The general arrangements of the interior, the distribution 
of duty amongst the officers, the cleanliness of the yards, day-rooms, and cells, the regu- 
larity of the books aud accounts, and the mode of supplying the messes, do much credit 
to the Board of Superintendence, and to the local inspector of the gaol. 

At my last inspection, I pointed out the expediency of adopting a general system of 
clothing for the whole of the prisoners, and although the suggestion has not as yet been 
acted upon, I am gratified to find that the measure is now made the serious consideration 
of the Board, and that pattern suits were prepared. The suit of the male prisoners I have 
approved, and have pointed out the alterations which I conceive to be necessary in that 
prepared for the females. Nothing can be more essential to the good government of 
a female class than attention to their being properly clothed. I was very much pleased 
with the general management of this class. The women are employed in spinning, needle- 
work and washing, and their improvement in reading and writing is satisfactory. 

The duties of the turnkeys are well arranged, each officer being confined to the duty of 
a particular part of the prison. By this arrangement, each officer is a check upon the 
otners, and the ignorance or neglect of an individual turnkey is not covered by a con- 
fused intermixture of duty. The inspection of this gaol has been on the whole quite 
satisfactory. 

County of Monaghan Bridewells. 



CarrickmacTOss. 

THE place of confinement in this town is most objectionable, and cannot possibly be 
suffered to remain beyond the summer assizes. If provision shall not then be made for 
erecting a gaol suitable to the situation, and active steps taken to commence the building, 
this town must h^ left without any place of confinement, as it will be the duty of the 
Inspectors-general to submit to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the necessity of 
abolishing the present prison. 

Castleblayney. 

THIS prison contains all the accommodation which is required. It consists of a keeper’s 
house in front, overlooking the male and female yards, beyond which is a small polygon, 
containing two day-rooms, four male and three female cells, all on the ground-floor. The 
plan of this prison is less secure than that of those in which the keeper’s apartments and 
gaol form one solid building. It is, however, a sufficient bridewell, well furnished and 
kept in excellent order. 

48. P3 
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County of Ro$common Gaol. 

North ON the last annual inspection of this gaol, much pains were taken to impress on those 
District, members of the Board who were kind enough to attend, the many deficiencies which existed, 

' and which could be provided for by a full meeting of the Board of Superintendence. 

Colonel Caulfield and Mr. Brown then stated their approbation of my suggestions, and 
were anxious to have them complied with ; but the Board, 1 regret to report, have scarcely 
since met, except at the assizes, and little can be expected in the way of improvement 
unless the officers are provided with the means of effectually complying with the Act of 
Parliament, and encouraged and controlled by the regular meetings of the Board of 
Superintendence. 

The gaol was remarkably clean and orderly on the day of inspection, and much improved 
• in those respects which rest with the officers, who are attentive to their duty and anxious 
to comply with what the law requires. The school is much better attended to than formerly. 
The tread-wheel is now worked, though still out of order and imperfect. The female class 
is attended to by a matron and her daughter j and some few male prisoners of the minor 
offenders class are employed breaking stones, much to the credit of the governor; but means 
are not sufficiently provided by the county to enable him to employ all the prisoners. 

The matters reported on at last inspection as deficient are as follows, which are necessary 
again to bring before the grand jury. 

1st. Constant employment at stone-breaking, or other work, for every prisoner. 

2d. The tread-wheel to be repaired. 

3d. A steam apparatus to be put up to secure cleanliness and economy in fuel, which 
would not cost more than 20 1. 

4th. A prison dress to be provided for at least the tried criminals. 

5th. The mode of keeping the dietary-book as the law directs should be adopted, as 
there is at present no regular account or check kept, except a small private book by the 
governor. 

6tb. More permanent work to he provided for the female class. 

7th. An additional number of cells, to provide a single cell at night for each prisoner, 
without which confinement loses half its terror, and only encourages evil communication 
and society, at a period when no inspection can take place. Were there a single cell for 
each, and full employment by day, the gaol would not be in future so crowded as it now is. 

8th. A set of bye-laws should be adopted. 

9th. The water-closets all require repairs. 

loth. The usual complaints were made by many prisoners of the fuel and food; and 
though tliese complaints are not so well-grounded as hitherto, yet it is right I should again 
remark that the cost of diet and fuel iu this gaol exceeds that of other gaols in proportion 
to the numbers. 

Some blankets were deficient at the inspection, which I directed the local inspector to 
provide, under the regulations of the Act of Parliament. 



County of Roscommon Bridewells. 



Athlone. 

THE new bridewell is now building, and will contain the legal accommodatign. The 
old one hag ceased to be used as such, being quite unsuitably and illegal. 

• Boyle. 

THIS new prison is not as yet occupied, but is finished, and contains ample accommoda- 
tion, viz. four day-rooms, eight cells, with two yards, and keeper’s apartments. It is about 
to be furnished. 



Castlerea and Strokeslown. ^ 

THESE bridewells are finished, and furniture is preparing for them. They contain the 
legal accommodation, and will be immediately occupied. 



Lunatic Asylum- 

THE old gaol of Roscommon is used, by the humanity of the grand jury, as a temporary 
asylum for lunatics and idiots, until a district asylum shall be provided. They are attended 
to by a humane and intelligent keeper, and are fed and clothed by the county ; but in so 
confined a space, and without proper funds, that employment and moral treatment cannot 
be provided, which are calculated to promote comfort, cleanliness and care. Twenty-four 
males and fourteen females were confined here on the day of inspection. 
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County of Sligo Gaol. 

SINCE my last inspection of tliis prison, very considerable and necessary additions to North 
the building have been nearly completed, which will afford such increased accommodation District. 

as to renderthe gaol sufficient for the ordinary number of committals, and to admit of the ' ’ 

classification prescribed by law. The new buildings comprise a large infirmaiy, with com- 
plete separation of male and female patients, the yards and rooms of the latter beimr well 
connected with the new female prison, and apart from the male classes ; a mars^alsea, 
containing separate places of confinement for the master and pauper classes, with distinct 
yards ; a building at the end of the polygon, containing the criminal classes, and which is 
intended to afford a general kitchen ; an asylum for lunatics, and a criminal prison, called 
the House of Correction, and which will add sixteen cells for convicted male criminals. . 

I have suggested to the local inspector, for the consideration of the Board of Superintend- 
ence, an alteration to be made in a proportion of the cells in the polygon, which, by throwin<» 
two cells into one to a certain extent, wilbnot only add further accommodation, but enable 
the Board to carry more completely into effect the provisions of the Prison Act. By the 
section of the Act it is required that, so far as may be practicable, a separate cell 
shall be allotted to each prisoner, but that some cells shall be constructed upon so large 
a scale as to admit three or more prisoners, it being forbidden to place two male prisoners 
only in any one cell ; the number of cells in that part of the gaol are now fifty. two. If twenty- 
two of these cells shall be thrown into eleven, each of which will contain three beds, accom- 
modation will be gained for eleven prisoners. The present iron bedsteads are of a large 
mze, formerly in universal use, and intended for two men, and it is recommended to tSe 
Board to remove these large bedsteads to the female prison, hospital, and other parts of 
the establishment, and to introduce narrow bedsteads and bedding into the whok of the 
single and treble cells of the male prisoners, particularly into the latter, 

The insnlatii^ passage was overgrown with grass and weeds, which was stated to be the 
consequence oft^ works now going on in the prison. This ground was formerly cultivated 
as a garden, and it is submitted to the Board that the system should be discontinued, and 
that the insulating passage should be gravelled, and kept as a walk round the gaol. It is 
more suitable to the nature and intention of such a passage, as well as the practice in all 
the best regulated prisons. 

The arrangements respecting the distribution of the duty of under officers would admit 
of improvement, by allotting a part of the gaol exclusively to each turnkey. The officers 
are thus most distinctly chained with responsibility, and are exposed to constant compa- 
rison, instead of being a cover to tbe defects of each other. This distribution will become 
particularly necessary when a night watch must be taken in rotation on the removal of tbe 
military guard. A plan is estaWished in the gaol at Lifford which might be introduced 
with good effect. A spacious balcony is erected, surrounding the circular front of the 
centre building, and passing under the windows of the committee-room, in which balcony 
one turnkey is placed each day. This officer remains passing from one side to the other 
during the hours when the work of breaking stones is going on in the yards, and is an 
efficient overseer to the work of every class ; and it is here necessary to observe, that I 
understand objections have been made to the introduction of hammers into the yards, on 
the ground of danger. This danger is apprehended in no other prison which 1 have' in- 
spected, and it would be a reflection on the efficiency of the governor, and on the effect 
produced by the discipline of the prison, to suppose that the case of the gaol at Sligo 
should form an exception. I cannot apprehend any danger, and submit that the establish- 
ment of regulations necessary to preserve classification, and which are acted upon through- 
out both the northern and southern districts, should not depend upon the opinion of the 
officers of any particular gaol, whose fears will be unfounded in proportion to their own 
efficiency. This point has been well considered, and it is quite necessary that the work 
should not be allowed to break in upon the constant separation of the classes. 

In the building in progress for die purpose of solitary imprisonment, it is now intended 
to place over the solitary cells a walking gallery. When a yard is attached to solitary cells 
this appears not to be essential; and I would offer a suggestion which was made to me 
viz. that the upper floor might be turned to advantage, by being made to front to the 
lunatic yard, and by dividing it into cells for such lunatics as it may be unsafe or improper 
to mix with the tranquil lunatics : the mixture is injurious to both classes ; and it is neces- 
sary to add, that the introduction of warm air into both floors would be in the winter season 
quite indispensable. 

I have suggested the introduction of a punishment-book, in a form transmitted from the 
Inspector-general's office, and submit that all stoppages of diet should be inserted therein 
as being legal only when ordered as a punishment under the I ogth section of the Act, rules 
It is a salutary practice, that this book should be examined by the Board 
at each meeting, and on satisfactory proof that these powers have been properly exercised, 
that the signature of the chairman should be subscribed to the list of punishments up to 
the date of meeting. 

The book of bye-laws prepared by the Inspectors-general, and approved by the court of 
King’s Bench, have been submitted to the Board to assist them in framing a system suit- 
able to the circumstances of the county. The printed rules have been established without 
alteration in several counties, and in others have been more or less partially adopted and 
embodied in their own system of bye-laws. 

f 4 Th. 
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North 

District. 



The female prisoners being placed in a temporary building, without classification, and 
mixed with lunatics, it is impossible to do justice to the intended system until the new 
female prison is occupied. Much attention is bestowed upon this class, and the perse- 
verance and zeal of the ladies’ committee cannot be spoken of in too high terms of praise. 
The women are regularly clothed, and it is strongly recommended to the Board to extend 
this system to ‘the male classes. The great advantage which results from the general 
clothing established in Londonderry was most striking on my inspection of that gaol, and 
the expense is not great. .... « 

The zeal and attention of the local inspector and visiting officers nierit our entire appro- 
bation • and when the intended arrangements can be completed, there can be no doubt 
that the county gaol will be satisfactory to the county, and creditable to the Board and 
their officers. 



County of Sligo Bridewell. 



Ballytnote. 

THIS bridewell requires some important alterations which I have suggested to the grand 
jury. It contains separate accommodation fov males and females, and is supplied with 
furniture and food. 

County of Tyrone Gaol. 

THE arrangement consequent upon the completion of the new prison attached to the 
county gaol at Omagh have been carried into effect, with the exception of those connected 
■with the debtors’ pnson. The accommodation intended for the two classes of debtors 
has been, and on the day of inspection continued to be occupied by lunatics, whose removal 
to the district asylum at Londonderry may be daily expected ; the classification will men 

The^lutiL of the prison are carried on with much regularity and good effect by the local 
inspector, governor, and other officers. I have, however, pointed out a defect in the sys- 
tem, viz. that the duties of each turnkey are not sufficient^ distinct and defined, and I have 
directed that in future a separate part of the establishment shall be exclusively allotted 
to each officer. ,■£ j r .l 

The female prison requires immediate attention, the matron being unqualitied lor tne 
duties of her important station, and the salary quite inadequate to the support of any suit- 
able person. It is therefore recommended, as essential .to the proper regulation of the 
female class, that another matron should be appointed, with a salary of at least 30/. a-year. 
Persons highly qualified can be procured in Dublin for that salary. 

The work of poor prisoners, under the 1 04th section of the Prison Act, is not carried on 
as the law directs ; it being by tliat section imperative on the governor to keep all poor 
prisoners (without distinction of tried or untried) to such work as the Board of Superin- 
tendence shall appoint ; and it is of course implied by the Act that work shall be appointed 
for all. The uead-wheel and other description of decidedly punitive labour, are con- 
fined wholly to those sentenced to hard labour ; but all manufactures, stone-breaking, or 
other work which are the ordinary employments of the labouring classes out of gaol, are pro- 
perly applicable to all prisoners, and nothing can be more unjust, or tend more to injure 
the discipline of the gaol, and consequently the moral government of the prisoners, than to 
make a distinction between tried and untned prisoners, which the law does not make, and 
to doom so great a portion of the inmates as the untried classes to that parent of all evils 

total idleness. Prison dresses are of course to be issued to all the prisoners who are 

employed. 



County <f Tyrone Bridewells. 

THE Board of Superintendence not having as yet taken into their charge the bridewells 
established in the difierent quarter-sessions towns, the Inspector-general begs to r^er to 
the 2d section of the Prison Act, under which it will appear that the duties of the Boaid 
are not confined to the county gaol, but extended to all the pnsons within the county. It 
is most satisfactory (as well as conformable to law) that the magistracy of the county 
should be acauaiiited with all details with respect to the committals to and discharges 
li-om these places of confinement, as well as that they should have an opportunity of ex- 
amining and checking the expenditure of the public money, which is incurred by !*“P- 
port of prisoners therein, and the Inspectors-general shall be ready, on receiving an intima- 
tion of the wishes of the Board, to transmit to them the necessary regulations upon this 
subject, which are recommended by them, and which have been acted upon witii enect m 
other counties for the control of the minor prisons. 



THIS place of confinement does not possess one of the requisites for ^ ^ 

unless a prison shall be built in tliis quarter-sessions town (a measure which is mdispens- 
able, and required by the Prison Act, section 91,) it will be the duty pf the Inspectors- 
general to recoimuend the abolition of the prison under the 90th section. 
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Dungannon. 



THE new prison in this important quarter-sessions town is not yet occupied, but nearly North 
finished. According to the present arrangement the accommodation consists of — District. 

Keeper's apartments — one room and one closet. 

Male side — nine cells, two day-rooms. 

Female side-one cell, one day-room. 

One large yard for males, and one for females and keeper. 

There is an obvious alteration which may be made to improve the plan of this prison, 
viz. to cut ofifthe upper male day-room and two cells, by a partition in the corridor, and to 
inclose part of the large yard to be attached to these apartments, and to allot this portion 
of the prison to females ; the remainder of the yard, with one day-room, and seven cells, to 
form the male criminal and pauper debtors’ prison ; the present female day-room and cell 
to be added to the keeper’s rooms, with a proviso that the female day-room should be used 
by any occasional debtor of a respectable rank in life. This arrangement I have sub- 
mitted. 



Strabane. 

THIS prison continues to be kept in a most creditable state ; it contains apartments for 
the keeper, two day-rooms and two cells for males, and one for females ; each cell contain- 
ing three large beds. This prison is in every respect sufficient for the purposes for which 
it IS intended. 



Coonty of Westmeath Gaol. 

It is scarcely doing justice to the county of Westmeath to report upon the old prison at 
Mullingar, under existing circumstances, as anew and amply commodious gaol is built, 
and within a few months of being occupied, and in which every provision of the Prison 
Act can be completely carried into effect. 'The new prison is built upon the semicircular 
plan, and will contain loo cells, with day and work rooms for each class ; governor’s house, 
chapel, infirmary, tread-wheel, and all other accommodations which the law requires. 

In the old prison, on the day prior to the last assizes, were 7a criminals, with but one 
yard, 17 night-cells, and one day-room, the dimensions of which are twelve feet by eight; 
the females devoid of every means of regulation, and in a most neglected state : due allow- 
ances being made for present disadvantages, the male prison was clean; but an escape 
having been attempted, I found several prisoners placed in irons by the order of the Board 
of Superintendence. 

I have recommended that a female turnkey should be immediately provided ; it may be 
vain to appoint a matron before the occupation of the new gaol. 

By the detailed report made to the grand jury, it appears that the duties of the clerical, 
medical, and other officers, together with the books of the prison, and other branches of 
interior economy, not dependent on accommodation, are carried on in conformity with the 
provisions of the Prison Act. 



4 «. 
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County of Carlow Gaol. 

South THE addition to this gaol will be finished next summer, and in the mean time nothing 
District, material can be accompUshed in the way of discipline or classification, as the inferior 
• " accommodation hitherto provided is even curtailed by the proposed alterations. It would 
therefore give an erroneous view of the system the Board of Superintendence propose to 
adopt in future, were I in this report to state the many wants which necessarily exist ; 
1 shall therefore only mention that the sole objects of the new gaol are, — To provide 
accommodation ; to enforce all the legal enactments ; classification in rooms and yards ; 
a cell for each prisoner; constant employment; schooling; an hospital; a chapel; with 
rooms for the governor and turnkeys, situated for constant inspection of the prisoners. 
When these are provided for, it will not be difficult to ascertain the qualifications of the 
officers for their arduous duty ; a subject on which I am unwilling at present to offer any 
decided opinion, as nothing effectual can be done in the present state of the old prison. 
The county have met with a serious loss in the death of the late governor, whose capa- 
bility and good moral feeling would have insured a sound system, and it will not be easy 
to replace him. Whoever shall be finally appointed governor, should be sent to some of 
the best-regulated prisons to obtain instructions. 

There were only two prisoners sentenced to the tread-wheel on the day of inspection: 
this mode of punishment will be found very effectual, if steadily enforced. A few men 
only were breaking stones ; nothing short of every prisoner being employed can secure 
a good system of discipline. 

^ere is a good male school established, and the females are attended to and provided 
with work by a qualified and zealous matron, and visited by a committee of ladies. 

The diet is bread and milk, which costs the county 6 J d. each per day. A small steam 
apparatus, which would not cost “tol., would enaWe the county to give potatoes, which 
would save 150I. per annum. 

Two more turnkeys, at least, will be required on occupying the new gaol, when the 
soldiers will be taken off. 

Some blankets were required to complete the establishment, which I directed the local 
inspector to apply to the Board for. 

The sick are duly attended to by the surgeon, the chaplains attend to their duty, and 
the local inspector continues his attention to the duties of his office. 



County of Carlow Bridewells. 



Tiillow and Bagualstowii. 

A EE80LBTION of the last grand jury has abolished TuUow as a prison, and no 
keeper is appointed. The cells have been handed over to the police as a guard-house, 
and consequently it is unnecessary to report on its inefficiency. The two cells at Bagnals- 
town are no longer used for prisoners, which is quite right, as the accommodation was 
illegal. 



County of Clare Gaol. 

THE arrangements made in this gaol to carry the law into effect continues to call for 
our full approbation, and we have not hesitated to recommend it in this respect as an 
example to others. It is to be regretted that the increase of crime has latterly crowded 
the prison, and there has not generally been sufficient accommodation in cells to comply 
with that important part of goal discipline which requires a single cell for each prisoner 
at night. If this link in the reformatory system continues permanently wanting, 1 would 
urge on the grand jury adding twenty cells as a matter even of economy; for in proportion 
as the sentence of confinement is accompanied by daily labour and schooling, followed 
by a night of solitude, will be the hope of reformation, and the certainty of the vicious 
and irreclaimable endeavouring to avoid confinement in a gaol where pleasure and social 
intercourse are prevented, and where actual punishment follows crime. There are but 
fifty-two single cells for an average of seventy prisoners. The grand jury have presented 
for a female department to be erected in a separate building, which will increase the male 
accommodation; but the plans and site having been passed and paid for previous to 
obtaining the examination and approval of the Government, and afterwards found defective, 
a considerable delay has occurred; and unless the architect will give other plans, I fear 
the money has been uselessly expended. 

The tread-wheel was not worked at the period of ray inspection, arising chiefly from 
the few prisoners sentenced to hard larbour. This species of punishment has had an 

excellent 
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excellent elFect, where the sessions courts have sentenced to the wheel all cases of re- South 
committals or gross crimes. District. 

Every prisoner is employed constantly in this gaol, chiefly at stone-breaking; and this ' 

point, in a great measure, will decide the opinion of competent judges on the merit oc 
demerit of any gaol system, as on it chiefly depends whether confinement will injure or 
improve the subjects of it, or become the means of increasing or diminishing crime. 

The prisoners are all clothed, an excellent and efficient school has been established, and 
the female class are instructed in schooling and work. There is a good steam-kitchen, 
and the messing is conducted with economy, neatness, and great regularity; and the 
attendance of the Board of Superintendence, at stated periods, to manage and control all 
arrangements, has produced such system and order, that the defect of want of room is 
greatly diminished in its evil consequences. A set of permanent bye-laws are wanted. 

The governor continues to justly demand our approbation for his zeal, intelligence, and 
activity ; and all the officei's are attentive to their various duties. 

The hospital requires a small addition to separate male and female wards; and two 
more turnkeys, and one watchman, wilt be required to replace the sentinels about to be 
withdrawn. 



County of Clare Bridewells. 



Ennistymon. 

THIS prison is at length finished and occupied. It contains two day-rooms, four cells 
and two yards, with keeper’s ^artraents. It is remarkably clean and well kept. Tlie 
furniture is provided, and the officiating clergyman, Archdeacon Whitty, has undertaken to 
inspect it regularly. 



Kilrush. 

THIS bridewell is finished and occupied. It contains two day-rooms, eight cells, two 
yards, and a good keeper’s apartments. The yards still require to be levelled, and the 
potatoe garden removed from within the prison boundary, as reported by Major Woodward 
last year. It was by no means kept clean or regular, and the keeper seemed dissatisfied 
with the office. If the regulations are not better attended to, it will become our duty to 
represent it to the Judge of Assize, in order to prevent a sdary being paid to a careless 
and inefficient officer, 

Six~Mile Bridge. 

THIS place of confinement is, as usual, very neatly kept and attended to. It consists of 
two day-rooms, four cells and two yards. The furniture is complete. The yards require 
to he gravelled. 

Tulla. 

THIS new bridewell contains six cells, two day-rooms and two yards. It is well attended 
to by the keeper, and the furniture is complete. The yards require gravel, and some 
repairs for the railing of the stair-case. 

N.B. — The lunatic asylum at the infirmary in Ennis has ceased to be used as such, 
and the patients have been transferred to Limerick. 

County of Cork Gaol. 

THE gaol of the county of Cork still continues to hold that distinguished place among 
the public establishments of this country to which it has been gradually advancing since 
the completion of the house of correction. Of that part of the prison we have so often 
given our opinion, that it is only necessary to state that it is in the same high state of 
cleanliness and order that it has been before reported, with some important improvements 
in the system. 

There is but one remaining object to which the attention of the Board of Superintend- 
ence has not as yet been directed, and which would render the system complete ; viz. the 
issue of prison dresses. The advantage of this system much more than compensates for 
the expense, which, under such regulations as might be relied on in this prison, would be 
found but trifling in amount ; and it is but reasonable that clothing should be supplied to 
that class of prisoners who are sentenced to hard labour. 

The arrangements in the part of the sheriff’s gaol allotted to male prisoners are now 
completed, and the accommodation is strictly in accordance with the provisions of the 
Prison Act. 

Incur “ General Report of the progress of Prison Discipline in Ireland,” during the pre 
sent year, and under the head of “ Board of Superintendence,” we have endeavoured to show 
that no system which does not emanate from that Board, and receive support from every 
responsible quarter, can be considered as a sound system ; and we find in the county gaol 
of Cork a complete exemplification of that principle. The Board are an efficient head of 
the whole system ; their labours are not occasional or partial; they have continued for 
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South J'3ve extended to every branch of prison diseipline in the county. The bye- 

DistricL of the county gaol and of the bridewells are comprehensive, and are earned into com* 

’ pVete effect. The closest attention is paid by the Board to the interior economy of these 

establisliments, and a detailed statement of expenditure is periodically published. 1 have 
before held forward the example of this county, and am gratified still to hold it forward, as 
worthy of imitation, and as a system entirely fulfilling the intentions of the Legislature. It 
is also peculiarly grati^ing that our views of prison discipline should receive entire sup- 
port and confirmation ^rom the practice of the most extensive county in Ireland. 

The classification now afforded is as follows : 



Cummon Gacri. 


Home of Cofrecllnn. 


Femeles. 


1. Convicts. 


1. Boys and light offenders. 


1. Felons untried. 


2. Misdemeanants, untried. 


2.1Imprisonment under six 


2. Recommitlals. 


4. Felons - - - ditto. 


3.J months. 


3. Convicts. 


4. Misdemeanants, tried. 


4. Six months and under 


4. Misdemeanants and 




twelve. 


nurses. 


5. Military and King’s evi- 


5. Twelve months and up- 


5. Sentenced to hard 


dence. 


wards, and military pri- 


labour. 


6. Juvenile offenders. 


soners. 


6. Mistress debtors. 


7. Poor debtors. 




7. Poor debtors, and 


8. Master debtors. 




King's evidence. 



In this extensive classification, a very interesting and important branch is the female 
prison, which has been completed since the period of our last Report. The untried classes 
of females are employed in spinning, knitting, and making up clothing for themselves and 
the male prisoners. The convicted classes are employed in the laundry, which is fitted up 
in the most commodious manner, and in renairing for the whole establishment. The 
mistress debtors are confined to their own private work ; and the poor debtors, who have 
been very few in number, and in general persons of an advanced age, are principally em- 
ployed as nurse-tenders to the patients in the female hospital. The female labour of this 
gaol may be considered, in respect to its productiveness, as in its infancy ; but there can be 
no doubt of a good final result, under the care of a highly qualified matron and assistants, 
who have the charge of the classes. The women are taught to read and write ; much 
attention is paid to their religious instruction j and they have the invaluable privilege of 
being assisted by a committee of ladies, whose benevolent labours are unremitted, and from 
whose care ihe most important advantages cannot fail to result. 

The marsbalseahas been finished since my last Report, and the separation is now effec- 
tually completed. 

The intention to place three small beds in each of the treble cells, although carried into 
effect in the principal part of the gaol, is not entirely accomplished ; it is, however, in 
pr^ress. 

The schools are still carried on in a manner peculiar to this county, and which has been 
frequently noticed in our Reports ; viz. by each turnkey in his own ward ; the power of 
instructing the class being one of the qualifications required by the Board in every officer of 
that class. 

Having pointed out so many perfections in the gaol of this county, it is necessary that 
its leading defect should not pass unnoticed. It is a defect not to be found in several of 
the best conducted county prisons. I allude to the general employment of all prisoners 
who receive the county allowances, under the provision of the Prison Act, section 104. In 
several prisons which could be named, the whole gaol is a scene of constant industry. The 
productive result must depend upon circumstances ; but it canuot be doubted that employ- 
ment is the true key to every prospect of substantial improvement throngh the medium of 
prison discipline, and it would add much to the benefits conferred on the public by the 
Board of Superintendence of this gaol, if they would direct their serious attention to this 
object. 

The subject of prison dresses is also submitted to the consideration of the Board, If 
this object was not completely effected, on the principle laid down in our General Report, 
in Londonderry and other counties, we should have more hesitation in urgiug it. We 
would, however, wish to point out to their consideration the view which we have taken of the 
subject in our Seventh and Eighth Reports, under the general head of “ Prison Dresses." 

A very important change has taken place since the period of our last Report, by the 
removal of the military guard from the gaol. For our opinion upon this subject we refer 
to our General Report, under the head of “ Military Guards." Of the soundness of the 
principles which we have laid down we have no doubt ; the application of them to particular 
cases must be lefi to the discretion of the local authorities in each county. 
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County of Cork Bridewells. 

THE bridewell system of the couaty of Cork is unequalled. Were it not for the un- South 
remitted attention of the Board, and the excellent regulations under which this branch of Dis tri ct. 
their charge has been brought, the numbers of these establishments, scattered over so 
extensive a district, must have led to much difRculty and much confusion ; but the Board 
of Superintendence have met the difficulties of the case with proportionate care and atten- 
tion, and have, by the means of good regulations, brought every department under their 
immediate and constant control. 

The local rules and regulations upon this head are so comprehensive that they save the 
necessity of our further explanation of the system j but for the advantage of the example, 
we have annexed a copy of the Rules for Bridewells in our Appendix to our 6th Report, 
as well as in the General Report hereto prefixed, under the head of “ Bridewells.” 

Midleton, Skibbereen, 

Clonakilly, Bantry, 

Macroom, Mallow. 

Konlurk, 

The above seven bridewells are connected with quarter sessions court-houses. They 
are all built upon the same plan, and contain the accommodation required by law; separate 
vards and day-rooms for male and female prisoners, with a sufficiency of cells for each sex. 

They are secure prisons, affording complete inspection from the keeper’s apartments, with 
an insulating passage and wall. They are all well furnished and kept in the most creditable 
order. The new buildings had suffered from damp, but that defect was in course of cor- 
rection at the time of my inspection. 

Bandon, Milcliehtown, 

Dutimanway, Miktreet. 

These four prisons are completely new, and contain the necessary separation of sexes, 
with day-room and yards to "each, and apartments for the keeper. They are on a small 
scale, but sufficiently large for the numbers committed to them, with the exception of the 
case of Mitchelstown. An enlargement of this prison appears to be a deviation from the 
general principle established by the county, and for which a plan is submitted to the grand 
jury. 



Termoy and Rossearbery. 

THESE are old prisons, to which additions have been made. The bridewell at Fermoy 
is a convenient and well kept prison; that at Rosscarbery is on a very small scale, but 
sufficient for that remote situation. 



Cow. 

THIS small prison continues without alteration, and is kept in very good order. 



Youghall and Kinsale. 

THE corporation prison at Kinsale has undergone the alterations necessary to render it 
a sufficient gaol for the town, and it is in every respect well appointed. Nothing has at 
yet been been done to render the prison at Youghall conformable to law. A plan, how- 
ever, has been decided upon, which will afford the yards and separation of male and female 
prisoners required by the Prison Act, and the idea of building upon a new site is thus 
rendered unnecessary. 

CorA Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS extensive establishment for the insane poor of the county and city of Cork con- 
tinues to be conducted on the best principles. Some difficulty is now felt from the pressure 
of cases of idiotcy, which have been transferred from the house of industry, and which 
tend to crowd the wards, and to cramp the means of classification ; and ffiis is an evil 
which it is very difficult indeed to evercome. The bad effect of it is felt even in district, 
lunatic asylums, which are intended exclusively for curable lunatic cases; but in which 
patients, admitted as curable, are daily becoming incurable, and closing the wards against 
their proper and legitimate inmates. This subject now occupies the attention of persons 
•conversant upon it, and it is to be hoped that some provision will be made for the recep- 
tion of such cases. 

The asylum in Cork is not precluded by law, as the district asylums are, from the admis- 
sion of idiots and epileptic cases, but the principle is the same, and it is much to be 
wished that an effectual system of classification should aflbrd a fair field for the exercise 
of professional skill, ami /or the obtaining the grand object, the cure of the insane. 
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South I have received the following return of patients from March 1828 to 8th March 1829, 
District, which I subjoin a short extract from the Report of Dr. Osburne, the medical superintendent 

of this institution, which entirely accords with our own experience, and with the opinions 

of the managers of the district lunatic asylums : 



On the 1st of March i8e8 there remained in the asylum 
Admitted since that day ------ 

Of these were cured ------- 

Relieved - 

Died - -- -- -- -- 

Improper - - 



263 

138 



114 



In the house 1st March 1829 - - ^ - 287 



" The worst cases of insanity are to be found amongst the lower orders ; and this year 
“ they have been unusually severe. The early symtoms of the disorder frequently pass 
“ unobserved, or, if attended to, a deceitful respite from depression is often obtained by 
“ the use of spirituous liquors ; the disease is thus not only suffen^ to proceed but 
“ aggravated, until some extraordinary exacerbation of fury or despondency takes place, 
“ an3 a malady which, with timely aid, might have been relieved, becomes confirmed and 
“ frequently intractable. Every encouragement should therefore be given to an early 
“ removal to the asylum.” 

The expense of this establishment for lunatics is added in the report from which this 
extract is taken, by which it appears that the total expenditure scarcely exceeds the sum 
of 10 L per head, viz. 290 patients at the total cost of 2,964 within the year. 



City of Cork Gaol. 

THE gaol of the city of Cork continues to be conducted extremely well ; aud I found 
it in a state of cleanliness highly creditable to the oflScers. The Board of Superintend- 
ence continue their regular attendance ; and the valuable labours of the local inspector ate 
unremitted. 

The system of a general issue of prison dresses had formed a striking feature in the 
regular appearance of this establishment, and I was sorry to find that it was partimly dis- 
continued. Some of the classes are, however, still dothed; and it is submitted to the 
Board, that the general measure, conducted with the economy which was observed by 
Dr. Quarry, is attended with little expense and with very serious advantage, not only to 
the creditable ajipearance but to the substantial discipline of the gaol. When pnsonCTS 
feel that every reasonable advantage is aSbrded to them, they are invariably more dis- 
posed to industry, and to a willing obedience to the regulations of a prison. 

The female department is well conducted, under a very respectable matron, with female 
assistant. The women are well employed, and their dresses uniform and well chosen. 
They are employed in spinning, plain-work aud washing. A great deal been done 
wiibin the gaol in supplying their linen and dresses ; and on the whole the inspection of 
this class has been extremely satisfactory. 

It is much to be wished that some general system of employment could be devised for 
all the prisoners who receive the gaol allowances. They are all subject to work, and 
no objection can be made to the breaking of stones (if no better means can be contnved), 
that description of work being the ordinary occupation of the labouring classes out of doors, 
and therefore by no means of such a nature as to be considered as a prison punishment, and 
to be confined to the convicted class. The occupation contemplated by the Act is 
extended to all poor prisoners throughout the kingdom. 

I was gratified to find that it is the intention of ftie Board to blend the newly-appointed 
turnkeys with the other officers of that class in the distribution of the duties of the 
interior, and thus to meet the spirit of the measure of the removal of the military guard 
by an increased means of prison discipline, and not by the substitution of a private guard 
for the military. It may be necessary to establish a routine of watch duty by day and 
night ; but the true principle to adopt is that which will avert danger by prevention, and 
to accomplish this object it will be necessary to connect every officer with the interior 
regulatioii of the classes, and to give to all t!ieir due proportion of whatever duty may be 
necessary for the protection of the prison. 



City tf Cork Bridewell. 

I F0UM3 this prison in a regular cleanly state. It is confined to the two classes which 
are the proper sunjects for confinement, viz. the prisoners committed f^ twenty-four hours, 
and those retained for further examination; in addition to which, Kmg s evidence are 
confined, in this bridewell from the want of accommodation for tins specific purpose in 
the city gaol. 
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Convict Dep6t at Cork. 

THIS prison, which is principally allotted to the reception of females under sentence South 
oftran.poitetmn, from the period of their remov.l from the connly gaols ontil the“ Du"c, 

onirnSv e’»s”“ **. ‘■■f »f inapeotion. It comainod tot thirteen females, ' ^ 

rh »s«s ohich, from particular causes, were not included in the number embarhed 
with thirteen male convicts, similarly circumstanced, some of whom have been conflned 

/'“"'r ’’T°“ '* Ik' arrangements good, and 

a good diet supplied at so low rate as 2 | per head. ® 

Hulk Surptise at Cove. 

I FOUND this ship in a cleanly and healthy state. It was nearly empty, as the convicts 
paJtlv^oLxM prisoners remained on board, consisting 

partly of excepted cases, and partly of convicts transmitted since summer assizes. On mv 
tourfrom Cove, I found the convicts on their route from a number of county gaols to the 

CoH«fy Galway Gaol, 

explKit on these points, that it is needless for me to prove that safe-keeoino' is ouite 

LT"l^en*'^attemDted appear,'^ on inspection, that little^else 

nas been attempted. I shall go into some detail to satisfy the grand iurv on this 
point, and to show that we are only actuated by a zealous desire to give a fair'^ trfal to the 
intentions of the House of Commons, and the supporters of gaol liscipHne when we in 
our annual Reports, complain of the various deficiencies we find in practically workine- 
t Country gentlemen generally conclude, thL havinf 

built a good gaol, and appointed officers, they have little more to do and exoect thaf 

Sed'^^The pafd^IeroAVV^^^^ ^ LrintdTd'fundl 

provided, the paid-officers of tbe Crown and county are held responsible for the rest- 
but they cannot justly be held so, for they have not and ought not to possess the power 
of providing the things necessary to carry on a sound gaol system, or of^raaking byj^laws 
and regulations to perpetuate it. This does and should rest with the Board of Superffi! 
tendence, as it does in England mth the sessions justices; and had the paid officers the 
fn« !ki‘^ f t abused. The unpaid zeal of an annually changeable Board visitine 

monthly, controlling the whole system, countenancing merit and removing bad officer 
enforcing duty, requiring from the grand jury, at each astizes, all repairs and ofher waSS Sd 
above airshowmg to the prisoners that their landlords and the resident gentlemen of ffie 
county countenanced the severe and wholesome discipline required by the law and 
enforced by the governor and officers, would do more towards Luring the great SnTfit 
to be expected from ffiirly executing the grave sentence of the court of jiisfw than all 
the exertions we could make were we to expend a month in the prison. Our duty and our 

Sfvin^ tr's? Commons, Vndi?U 

gratifying to state, that in many instances, the mere moral influence of this Report has 
effected in many prisons m Ireland almost all we could desire, and in some inLnces 
a system that is not surpassed, if equalled, in England. instances, 

are well aware of the answers generally given to these remarks, viz 1st That 
country genilemen have not leisure to attend to these things ; and. 2dly That ffie new 
pnsona are ^de palaces of, and are far too good for the^icious inhabitants. If sX 
keeping is the only object, I submit at once to the force of these short arguments and the 
XifirT “r!" have been erected: but as the Act of Parliainent is explicit in 

detailing the course of discipline to be pursued, and every nation in Europe almost bears 
testimony to the necessity and good effects of a correctional system in^nXns I will 
endeavour to show how easily the two difficulties maybe removed: 1st The Board of 
Superintendence consiste of twelve persons, three of whom can act. The arrangement 
made in Louth county is as follows : they divide themselves into a list of four Boards of 
three members each, and agree that one Board shall meet monthly at the county gaol on 
a given day, to transact all business; thus requiring but one day, and sometinils two 
from each country gentleman between the two assizes. This surely is not a demand on 
tune. They also agree that the twelve members shall attend one raLth each in rotation 
and visit once or oftener it convenient, during that month, and report to the next meS' 

r^/by^L^rlirof^^^^^ 

With respect to the second slalement, that the gaols are now loo comfortable for the 
as the county of Galway prison is internally con- 
ducted : all that the law humanely requires for the necessary comfort of the prisoners is 
I ''‘u reasonable food, blankets, and 

f K absolutely necessary when you deprive a man 

of his liberty) are calculated to induce a pauper to consider himself 4 ll ofii But here 
the system ends, when it should begin ; no discipline exists ; idleness is the order of the 
pla<m, the parent of all evil, and the source increase of crime in or out of gaol ; there 
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South 18 no employment, no proper inspection, no schooling, no hard labour, no bye-laws and 
District regulations to direct and sanction every duty of officers and prisoners, no disgr^eful 
clothing to mark the tried prisoners in a course of discipline, and no attendance of a Board 
to superintend and control the whole. 

I shall now submit to the grand jury for consideration what appears to me necessary 
to be done at the assizes, and should my recommendations be adopted, I can state from 
practical experience that the result will be economy in the expenditure; a reduction of 
crime in the county, proved by the few recommittals; a hatred of the gaol, on account 
of its internal discipline ; with some instances of moral reformation, arising from school 
instruction, and a conviction of the benefits of industry, temperance, and honesty; and tf 
sound religious instruction arise from the proper source (the chaplains) the result will be 
still more obvious. 

jgt, A systematic and regular attendance of the Board, and their proceedings 

and orders entered in a book. 

2d.— A tread-wheel to be immediately erected, as the only means of executing 
the sentence to hard labour, 'ft'^hen properly enforced it has always been 
effectual as a punishment, preventing a repetition of crime, and subduing 
the minds of the worst criminals. 

gd. Employment should be provided for all other prisoners. Stone-breaking 

for the public roads is the usual mode in Ireland ; perhaps in Galway net- 
making, cutting and polishing marble, tailoring and shoemaking might be 
addedf A profit is sometimes made by the county, as the prisoner is only 
entitled to one third of his net earnings. 

^th.— A schoolmaster should be appointed, and regular hours allotted for instruc- 
tion in reading and writing. The arrangement of the last grand jury to 
dismiss the master, and admit unpaid and irresponsible persons to instruct 
the prisoners if they pleased, appears to me injurious to discipline, and 
I trust it will be re-considered, 

5th.— There has hitherto been but one old man, exclusive of the gatekeeper, to 
assist the governor as a turnkey in his inspection and care of the pri- 
soners ; consequently this important duty was totally neglected, and the 
prisoners, though classed as to crime in the yards, had free unobserved 
communication, and having no occupation, necessarily employed their time 
in vicious intercourse, petty contentions, with its usual accompaniments of 
swearing and intemperance, all of which would be prevented by the con- 
stant inspection of a well-chosen set of turnkeys. I found two men lately 
employea as guards in place of the soldiers, and I arranged with the 
governor the mode of employing these men instead of considering them 
as mere guards. Perhaps an additional one would be required if the 
tread-wheel were erected. 

6th. — A set of bye-laws should be made, a printed copy of which has already 
been submitted by us to the Board. 

yth. — A suit of coarse clothing should be provided for at least the tried prisoners, 
not as an indulgence but a badge of disgrace ; and to avoid the unseemly 
ragged state of some, and to send them out of prison with their own clothes 
not worn out, I ordered a few suits, as the law directs. 

8th. — From the want of a steam apparatus, which would not cost more than 40/., 
the county are losing three and four hundred pounds per annum, in the 
difference of expense between a bread and a potatoe diet; the former costs 
the county now, by contract, 6d. per day ; and the latter would he pro- 
vided for 3 Jtl. or 4<i. at most. This calculation is easily made. The 
steam machinery is very simple, and can be procured in the town of 
Galway. 

gth. — An unusual allowance of ^d. per day is given in each class to a prisoner 
as a wardsman ; one half of the sum would be quite sufficient, even if 
there was employment for the prisoners, when this man might aid the 
turnkey in overseeing the work. This emolument now costs the county 
nearly 50 (. per annum. 

loth. — The turnkeys are now paid by the governor, and consequently they are 
more his servants than responsible county officers : they should be inde- 
pendent of the governor in all respects except in the performance of their 
duty. It is an old habit, almost abandoned every where now ; and I 
submit for consideration, that the grand jury shall fix and present tlieir 
salaries in their own names in future, maUng a gradation in amount, so 
that promotion on vacancies would follow merit. 

The Board would find, as they pursued their meetings, many local circumstances 
requiring their regulation, and which no other power could effect. I have only stated 
what appears to me absolutely required to place this prison on a correct foundation ; and 
if necessary, one of the Inspectors-general would attend the Board at any time to assist in 

their 
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their proceedings and arrange the county bridewell system, wliich by'law also becomes South 
a part of the duty of the Board of Superintendence. District. 

On the days of inspection I found the gaol and hospitals remarkably clean and orderly, ' » 

and have every reason to believe the officers are all zealous and anxious to perform their 
important duties, should a system be laid down, and the requisite matters be provided for 
carrying it on. 

Cuunty of Galway Bridewells. 



Ballinasloe. 

THERE are two rooms and two small yards in this bridewell. Some cells should be 
added in this populous sessions town, and a pump sunk, to make it at all adequate for the 
number of committals. The keeper is attentive to his duty, feeds the pauper prisoners, 
and sends his quarterly returns regularly. The Gaol Act makes it imperative on the 
grand jury to provide legal accommodation in a quarter-sessions town. 

Clifden. 

THE additions making to this bridewell are in progress, and will not be finished till 
next summer. I have recommended the prisoners to be kept by the police at present, as 
there is no security until the building is finished, and any inspection is useless until fur- 
nished and occupied. 



Eyrecourt. 

THIS small place of confinement has no suitable accommodation for prisoners, and 
should not longer be continued to be used unless the bridewell already presented for shall 
be immediately commenced. 

Gorl. 

THIS bridewell has remained without improvement since we first inspected it. There 
are two cells for males, one room for females, and only one yard, without a privy or pump ; 
another day-room and yard should be added to make it legal. The keeper is a correct 
man, sends his returns regularly, and the pauper prisoners are fed. 1 ordered some blan- 
kets, See. as the law directs. 



Loughrea. 

THE new bridewell in this town will soon be finished, it is therefore unnecessary to 
report again on the defects of the old one, which is, however, kept better than could be 
expected with such materials. The pauper prisoners are well taken care of and kindly 
treated by Mr. Northcote, who appears to me well qualified to manage the new prison. 



Tuam. 

THE old insufficient bridewell is still in use ; there are only two cells, which are kept 
clean ; the pauper prisoners are fed, and the keeper is a very good officer. The new bride- 
well will be ready to be occupied in Spring, and contains all the legal accommodation. 

Woodford. 

THIS bridewell consists'of two cells and one yard, and is remarkably clean and neatly 
kept. The furniture is complete, and as there are but few committals, and for short 
periods, it may not be necessary at present to make the legal additions of day-rooms and 
another yard. 



Town of Galway Gaol. 

OUR repeated reports on the deficient accommodation and bad management of the 
town gaol of Galway, would have left me little to do but refer to them, and corroborate 
Major Woodward's report of last year, had 1 not met the Board of Superintendence, and 
satisfied myself that the-grand jury were now determined to make an addition to the gaol, 
to erect a tread-wheel, &c. and to proceed systematically to the correction of all the errors 
which have existed, and thus prevent the necessity of uniting the county and town gaols. 
The resi<!ent officers (governor and turnkey) have been changed since last year, and Ihave 
every reason to believe that the present governor will prove a useful and well-chosen 
manager of this establishment when better informed in his various and important duties, 
and provided with the means of carrying on a correct system. A presentment has also 
been made at the last assizes of 2,000 1 . to erect the new buildings. I met some of the 
.commissioners appointed to carry this object info eft’eci, and arranged for the future legal 
steps to be taken. 

48. H It 
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South It only remains, under these circumstances, for me to record, for the information of the 
District, future ^and juries and boards, the wants in this gaol, in order to their being effectually 

* ” ' and permanently provided for. They are as follows : 

1st. — The Board do not regularly meet to control the officers and carry on the 
interior management of the prison. 

2d. — There are not sufficient day-rooms and cells to secure any classification, 
and a sleeping cell for each prisoner. All the prisoners, tried and untried, 
great and minor offences, are now in one class. 

3d. — No employment is provided for prisoners, male or female, without which 
idleness must produce all its evil results of contamination and crime, &c. 

4tb. — There is no tread-wheel, consequently the sentence to hard labour U 
ridiculed by the prisoners. 

5th. — I’here is no schoolmaster, matron or school instruction, all of which the law 
requires. 

Cth. — There is no chapel for worship, or to enable the chaplains to convey moral 
and religious instruction with convenience. 

7th.— There is no hospital or accommodation for the sick. 

8th. — There is no supply of water by pipes or a pump, as the Act directs, and 
water is now carried in from the river. It is quite obvious that this 
means is not likely to procure a sufficient supply for all the puposes of 
cleanliness. By attaching a pump to the tread-wheel, this difficulty will 
be obviated. 

9th. — One additional turnkey and one watchman will be required to carry on the 
discipline of this prison when the soldiers are withdrawn. I think these 
will be sufficient for security, provided the governor is enabled to classify 
and employ the prisoners. 

10th. — A few suits of clothing are wanted, especially for the female class. 

Having stated these facts, I shall, without further comment, leave the matter in the hands 
of the Board of Superintendence, who are the natural guardians of the discipline of the 
gaol. From their readiness to meet me at my inspection, and their kind attention to my 
suggestions, I am satisfied that an immediate and progressive improvement will take 
place. 

The disunion amongst some of theofficers, remarked upon by Major Woodward last year, as 
so truly destructive of all discipline, has now disappeared, and I have every reason to believe 
they will unite in enforcing the regulations and orders of the Board of Superintendence. 

County of Kerry Gaol. 

THE new buildings to this gaol, so long in progress, were not finished at the period of 
my inspection, and it is consequently impossible to make any just report on the state and 
discipline of the old establishment. In such cases every thing appears in confusion and 
out of its place, yet it would not be reasonable to be prejudiced against the officers and 
system on this account : I am therefore unwilling to give any decided opinion, and shall 
only say, that 3 manifest alteration in classification, employment, regularity of diet, &c. 
must take place to satisfy my mind that this prison will repay the county for the trouble 
and expense now going to, by becoming what it should be, a great house of correction, 
where sound discipline will teach its inmates that there is punishment for the idle and evil 
disposed vacant; and such a system of moral goveniment on the part of all the officers 
as will give hopes of refermation amongst those not totally depraved. 

The tread-wheel is now in good order. The female class is attended to by a well 
qualified matron, and a good well regulated school is established. It is gratifying to report 
favourably on these important points ; but in alt other respects there is great deficiency. 

There are no books kept that can be called any system of check, and many are wanting 
which the law requires. The new building is no excuse for this. 

There is no employment whatever for the male prisoners. 

There is no attempt at classification ; I found eighty-one tried prisoners in one class. 

The diet is cooked and served at irregular hours, and no order observed. 

Many of the prisoners are naked for want of a gaol dress. 

Some blankets are much wanted. 

The hospital has not sufficient accommodation. 

On the subject of the new buildings, I fear tbe room gained will not be sufficient for the 
apparent increase of crime, if I am to judge by the numbers now in prison. There are at 
present only fifty-four cells, and the addition will give but twelve more. This accommo- 
datiou will not afford a separate cell to each prisoner, an important point in gaol discipline. 
The day-rooms will be very small, and the female class will have but five cells, while the 
proposed matron's apartments are four. As 1 know of no instance where more than two 
rooms are allotted for a matron, I submit that two of these should be at once allocated for 
a second female class. 

I found the gaol remarkably clean, and I have no reason to express a doubt of the zeal 
of the officers in their various duties, when the accommodation and arrangements of the 
Board shall provide the means of fully performintr them. However, there is not that con- 
stant ftttendance of the non-resident officers which the law requires, at least the signature- 
book does not testify the fact. 
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I County of Kerry Bridewells. 

THE bride«eli system of this comity, so creditable to the Grand Jury and Board of South 
Superintendence is in many cases complete. The new bridewells will contain the legal District. 

I accommodation ; such as were finished on my visit, I gave instructions to the officers as ' 

to the future mode of conducting them. It is of importance that the Board of Superin- 
tendence should inquire into the qualifications of the keepers, some of whom are very 
' inefficient, as appears by the following reports. 

Caherciveen. 

THE new bridewell has not yet been commenced, 1 understand from some difficulty in 
procuring the site, although originally provided for. Since my inspection, I have 
seen the reverend Mr. Tuite, the local inspector, who informs me that it is now settled, 
and the work will be soon begun. The old prison is a wretched place; the prisoners 
freouently escape. I recommended some trifling temporary alterations for security and 
health, which may cost about 2 /., and without which this prison cannot be even occa- 
sionally used. It possesses no legal accommodation. 

Castle Island. 

THE new bridewell is almost finished : the outside walls at the sides should be raised 
three feet at least, to prevent communication from the upper cell with persons in the street. 

The old black-hole is not now used. The keeper is a correct man. 

Dingle. 

THE new bridewell is only now commencing, and will not be finished, I fear, this next 
Summer. In the meantime the prisoners should be kept by the police, as the old dungeon 
I in the market-house is totally unfit to place a human being in, and must be considered as 

I abolished. 

I Renmare. 

THIS wretched place of confinement should be abolished at once, as devoid of all legal 
accommodation. The new bridewell has not yet been commenced. I ordered a few 
blankets, as prisoners should not be placed in the old prison without some clothing. 

It is kept in a filthy state. 

Killarny. 

THE bridewell and court-house presented for here have not been yet commenced. The 
old prison consists of only two rooms and one yard ; it is kept as clean as it is capable of. 

I Should the new bridewell be not soon erected, the present one cannot long be continued, 

I being illegal. I ordered some furniture as the law directs. 

Listowel. 

THE new bridewell is nearly finished. The old one is kept in a filthy state, and if the 
keeper does not improve (which he promises to do) he should be removed. 

I Milk own. 

j THE place of confinement in this small village contains only one room. Few prisoners 

' pass through it. and there is no furniture. I found it clean and orderly, kept by the old 

worn-out man in charge. 

Tarbert. 

THIS bridewell is nearly finished. The old one is kept very dirty. The keeper was 
absent, and the persons in charge of it appeared to consider it of no consequence how it 
was kept. The cells had stores of private property in them, 

County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

IN my last Report 1 bad the satisfaction to report a very decided improvement in the 
cleanliness, order, and interior regulations of the gaol of this county, and I am enabled to 
repeat my favourable report in that respect. The accommodation appears to be now still 
' more adequate to the wants of the county, as there has been a decided diminution of 

crime ; and on the day of inspection the number of single cells much exceeded the number 
of inmates in the gaol. 

It appears to me that the principal defects in this gaol are capable of correction at a 
trifling expense. These defects are, that the day-rooms are placed at the extreme end of 
the corridors ; the privies are in the corridors ; it is therefore necessary that the corridor* 

_ should be constantly open to the prisoners, and consequently the doors of the cells are 

' locked by day. These cells are at best (in comparison with those of the modern gaols) 

I defective in ventilation, and when locked during the day-time, must be extremelv close 

I ^ 
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South and unwholesome. Another defect is, that the yards are not always accessible to the 

District, prisoners as in well-constructed prisons, not being immediately attached to tbe gaol, but 
-• ' separated by a surrounding passage ; the prisoners are therefore confined, except at par- 
ticular hours, to very small day-rooms, instead of having the power of going at any time 
into the yards. To remedy these defects it is suggested: 

let.— That the present work-rooms should be used as day-rooms. 

2d. — That the passage between the gaol and yards should be removed, and the 
yards connected with the gaol. 

3d. — That a staircase should be made from the work-rooms to the yard. 

4th. — That the privies, which are very offensive, should be removed, and placed 
in the yards. 

6th. — That the corridors should be locked up, and the cells kept open during the 
whole of the day. 

These alterations would correct the principal defects in the construction of the prison ; 
and, although that inspection of the yards from the governor's house is wanted which is 
effected in modern plans, and which renders it completely safe to open tbe continual 
access to the yards for the several classes of prisoners ; yet by a certain degree of vigilance 
during the hours of air and exercise, this indulgence, so conducive to health, might, in 
a great measure, be extended to them. The importance of these alterations is obvious; 
and it may be safely affirmed that the expense of them would bear no proportion to the 
objects to be accomplished, or the great evils to be corrected. 

The female classes are very well attended to, and the matron appears to be very well 
qualified for her situation. 

The want of employment for the prisoners is much to be regretted, and I would respect- 
fully urge upon the Board the necessity of establishing some plan for introducing industry 
into the gaol; without it no good can result from any efforts to render imprisonment 
beneficial, nay, it may be said that if prisoners are kept in a state of idleness, gaols must 
remain nurseries of crime instead of being schools of reformation. 

It is very satisfactory, and much to the credit of the governor, to find that the removal 
of the military guard has been met without any apprehension, and that the addition of but 
one turnkey has been considered sufficient to satisfy him as to the security of the gaol. 



County of Kilkenny Bridewell. 



Thomaetown. 

THIS small bridewell has the legal accommodation of two small yards, with a day-room 
and cells to separate the sexes. A new keeper has been appointed, and it is now kept clean 
and regular, which has not been the case hitherto. Tables and forms are wanted for the 
day-rooms, and a pump should be sunk, which I understand can be effected at a small 
expense. 

County of Kilkenny Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS asylum is much improved, and is now in a creditable and cleanly state. It affords, 
however, a very inadequate provision for the care of lunatic patients ; and it is most 
gratifying that the county of Kilkenny is named among the counties forming the district 
of a Uistrict Lunatic Asylum to be erected at Carlow;. 

City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

THIS prison conrinues to be conducted with regularity, and is kept in a state of strict 
cleanliness and order. The local inspector is an officer of experience, and zealous in the 
discharge of his duty, and is assisted by a very active and efficient governor. This gaol, 
therefore, no longer labours under disadvantages which had drawn from us some unfavour- 
able reports. 

When we have, in many instances, occasion to lament the want of einployment in the 
prisons of counties, and the deplorable state of idleness in which the prisoners are kept, it 
is gratifying to see that the inmates of this gaol are diligently kept to work. The principal 
employment is the breaking of stones, which are supplied by the corporation, and used 
by them in the repairs of the streets of the city. 

The female class are employed in spinning and washing under a careful matron, and are 
clothed and well regulated. 

The schoolmaster has been dismissed for neglect of duty, and has not as yet been 
replaced ; and it is recommended to the Board to place another master in charge of the 
BcDool, and not to deprive the prisoners of so essential an advantage until next assizes. 
They are authorised by the Prison Act to make a temporary appointment. 

Ttiere is a great want of prison dresses in the gaol. Many of the prisoners at work are 
without shoes and stockings, which is quite contrary to law. 

A necessary alteration in the female day-room was pointed out by me to thelocal inspector, 
the cost of which would be very trifling, and which common decency requires. It would 
be impossible for a committee of ladies to attend in the room in its present state. 
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City of Kilkenny House of Correction. 



THIS prison now contains thirteen prisoners and thirteen lunatics. The grand jury 
have, at the last assizes, presented that this building shall be converted into a female prison, 
in carrying which arrangement into effect some difficulties have arisen ; but it is to be 
hoped that whatever may be the final decision of the city and county respecting it, such 
an anomaly in the prison system of the country may not be any longer permitted to 
exist. Under present circumstances, it is unnecessary to make any further observations 
upon the defects of the institution, either as a house of correction or lunatic asylum. 



South 

Dimict. 



King’s County Gaol. 

THIS is the last inspection we shall have to make of this old and ill-constructed prison, 
as the new gaol is finished at Tullamore,and will be occupied immediately after the Spring 
assizes. It is unnecessary, therefore, to enter into any detail of the total want of accom- 
modation or practical discipline in the old gaol. It is, however, right to state, that I found 
it kept clean, the prisoners orderly, and the regulations attended to as far as it was pos- 
sible. The male prisoners receive school instruction from a well qualified master, and the 
females are employed at work and schooling by the matron. The local inspector and 
resident officers are attentive, and appear zealous to become informed on the various and 
important duties that will have to be executed in the new gaol. The governor proposes, 
before Spring, to visit some of the best prisons to qualify him for his office, as every 
thing will depend on commencing with a sound system of discipline and moral govern- 
ment, and this cannot be orignated or carried on but by the local officers being fully 
qualified for their different departments. The local inspector deserves much credit for 
the arrangements he has made for the interior economy of the old gaol. I have only to 
add, that the chaplains do not appear, by the visiting-book, to have attended near the num- 
ber of times required by law within the last six months, and it rests with the grand jury 
to consider whether the salaries should be paid under such circumstances. 

I visited the new gaol at Tnllaraore, in company with Mr. Barry, one of the Commis- 
sioners, and shall be ready to attend at any time ttie Board of Superintendence may con- 
sider my assistance useful in making arrangements for occupying it. The furniture has 
been provided, and it will be necessary to employ a few well-informed and instructed 
turnkeys to carry on the duty without the aid of soldiers. The building provides ample 
accommodation for 120 prisoners, and the work appears remarkably well executed. A tread- 
wheel has not yet been provided for. 



King’s County District Bridewell. 

Parsonslown. 

UNDER the circumstances of the recent death of the keeper, and the resignation of the 
Rev. Mr. Hume, as local inspector, I am unwilling to attach blame to the new officers for 
irregularities which certainly exist. There is no school or employment for the prisoners, 
except the tread-wheel, and I am compelled to say there is no order or cleanliness such as 
should be obvious in all public establishments, bridewells, especially district bridewells, 
should be as well regulated, in miniature, as the county gaols. They are, in fact, houses of 
correction in aid of county prisons; and if discipline and system, with employment and 
schooling, cannot be carried on, it would be far better to abandon the idea of keeping ses- 
sions -prisoners here during their sentence. They would, in that case, be sent to the county 
gaol after three days, as in common bridewells ^ and instead of being gratified by remaining 
idle in their own neighbourhood, they would find in the new county gaol that confinement 
was intended by the Legislature to be a punishment, where a day of labour was only suc- 
ceeded by anigft of solitude, and where school instruction, moral government, and privation 
of every thing but what the law allows, would, if they failed of producing reformation, at 
least enable prisoners to testify to their neighbours and companions that the sentence of the 
law to confinement had nothing in it to induce them to make light of it. If such be not 
the effects of prison discipline, it is worse than useless ; and if Parsonstown bridewell be 
not reformed in these respects, it will be my duty to recommend for the consideration of the 
grand jury that it may be abandoned. 

The young man who is the present keeper should be sent to the county gaol at Tulla- 
more to receive instruction as soon as it is occupied ; and some addition cells and day- 
rooms should be erected to give sufficient accommodation, as there are only eight cells, 
consequently it frequently occurs that several sleep in one cell. The tread-wheel is seldom 
used; the privies require repair; and a large sewer should be made through the yards. 
There is no hospital or proper stores. Furniture and blankets are now provided. The 
prisoners are fed as the law directs, and the accounts, returns, and economy in expenditure, 
attended to. 

CoH«fy of Limerick Gaol. 

IT is incumbent on me, in the due execution of my duty, to report on the real state of 
this gaol, detailing its defecU as wellas its merits ; and it is with riiluctance I enter on 
the former, because 1 know this prison has all the advantages of a permanent and zealous 
H 3 ' Board 
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South Board of Superintendence, who were the first in Ireland to devote their time and attention 
District, to the arrangement of their new gaol, and who, by providing a governor under the control of 

' the grand jury, and making regulations, and framing a sound system of books and interior 

economy, had every reason to expect progressive iinproveraent in every department. To 
a certain degree this has been attained, and where it has stopped short is perhaps easier to 
find fault with than to remedy. I allude to the total idleness of every prisoner except those 
at the tread-wheel. I am the more anxious to dwell on this subject, because I think that 
the Board will agree with me, that where employment is permanently wanting, all the great 
objects of prison discipline must be more or less lost sight of. Idleness is the parent of 
much evil, in or out of gaol: it leaves time for evil communication, for the incorrigible 
vagrant to corrupt the well disposed, and for a prison to become a school for vice instead of 
one for reformation. Experience has proved this fact to all the persons who have studied 
the subject of gaol discipline, so much so, that where work is abandoned, it is impossible 
to be favourably impressed with the management of any gaol. In England employment is 
^sought for at a heavy expense in most prisons. In Ireland we have not, however anxious 
to do so, pressed any great expenditure, and have only urged the breaking of stones for the 
high roads, and when we succeeded the benefits have been obvious. I am aware that the 
extent of ihc city boundaries makes the distance to the county roads too far to profit by 
the experiment, but why not try it, at some loss, to secure the great benefit of lessening 
crime, the hope of reformation by punishment at least, if not by industry, and the prevention 
of contamination from idle society. One hundred pounds presented for this purpose, would 
be saved tenfold in other ways, were every prisoner to retire to his solitary cell at night, 
after a day spent iu labour and silence. 

In a conversation I had with the governor, Capt. Thompson, he seemed to express fears 
of placing hammers in the hands of prisoners ; no danger or evil has arisen in any other 
gaol from this circumstance, and in general I should consider it a great want of qualification 
in a governor to persist in such an argument, and indicative of his inability to govern bis 
fellow-men. Surely there is more danger in idleness, and its bad effects on the human 
mind, than in any instrument which is used for industry, and only within the prisoner’s 
reach when employed, and under the eye of the governor and his turnkeys. I could have 
expected this excuse only from the old school of gaolers, who haled employment aud disci- 
pline, because it called for their constant inspection and attention. 

In many other respects this prison affords a good example for others. The tread-wheel 
is effectually v/orked, and has succeeded in making confinement odious to those sentenced 
to hard labour; there is a good school established and attended to. The female class is 
well attended to under the care of a qualified matron ; the tried prisoners are all uniformly 
clothed ; the messing is economically and regularly arranged, and the books in every 
department kept remarkably neat and on a good plan. 

A separate building for the female classes, and also a separate hospital, would greatly add 
to the classification in this prison. 

I did not find the prison in many respects as clean and neat as it should be, especially the 
porter’s and gate-keeper’s rooms, the prison tables, and the kitchen; cobwebs were to be 
seen in many places, bespeaking carelessness and general neglect ; and there was a want of 
division and arrangement in the duties of the turnkeys, which would secure a constant hourly 
inspection of each class, and thus prevent some of the evils of idleness and communication 
from yard to yard, and produce a smartness in the parading and demeanor of all the divi- 
sions, which was far from being the case. The discipline is carried on in a slovenly manner, 
and a great alteration must take place in these respects before I can report favourably of the 
resident officers; the duties are chiefly thrown upon the senior turnkey, who appears 
a smart intelligent man, but who could not possibly be responsible for every thing. 

There is a good steam apparatus for cooking, and some works are going on to secure 
a good supply of water. 

Eight men have been employed as guards in lieu of sentinels, and I would submit that 
they should be made available as turnkeys, for internal discipline, taking it by turns to act 
as watchmen by night, which is the practice in some well-regulated prisons, on the sound 
principle that constant inspection is the best security against escapes, and not armed sen- 
tinels. In my judgment, four, instead of eight additional men, well chosen and directed, 
with the aid of the active eye and mind of an intelligent governor and deputy, would answer 
all the purposes of security. 



County of Limerick Bridewells. 



Brvj}'. 

THIS bridewell is remarkably well kept. It contains two yards, two day-rooms, four 
cells and keeper’s apartments, and has the legal furniture, ft only requires a pump to he 
sunk to make it legal in every respect. 



Croom. 

THERE is but one day-room and one cell in this small prison, with one yard ; conse- 
quently it is not legally fitted up for a separation of the sexes. The keeper is an old, 
unqualified man, ana the prison is by no means kept clean or regular. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






ON TUf- GAOLS, 8cc. OF IRELAND. 



Glyni 



THIS new bndewdJ has been finished and occupied since last inspection. It consists of 
two day-rooms, four cells, two rooms for females, and two yards, with keeper’s apartments. 

cmo I <... — i.._i j jg gjjlj and '■ 

s the cost would be only 



it is furnished and kept clean. A small shed for stores, fuel, and s 
I proposed to the Knight of Glynn to have it erected at once, a 
trifling. 



Kilfitinan. 

THIS new bridewell is finished and occupied. It consists of two day-rooms, four cells, 
two yards and keeper s apartments It is well kept and attended to in every particular 
A pump should be sunk in one of the yards. ’ 

i^ewcastle. 

twoday-rooms, four cells, two yards. and keeper’s apartments. 
^ f-f The prisoners windows look into the street, which should be 

avoided if possible, and a pump should be sunk in one of the yards. 

Ratfikiale. 

THIS i, a verj good priaon, con.isliiig of t»o daj-roomi, seven cells, and three vard. 

rttcnde^r' ' reninrtably clean and neatly keht and 

attended to. A pump should be sunk in one of the yards. ^ ^ 



Limerick House of Industry Lunatic Wards. 



I POUND foity-th.ee patient, in the wards of this asylom, ail incurable ca-es and no, 
adimssible into the District Lunatic iV.yInm. They are fed and clXd md a', 

with such inferior accommodation. Mr. Jacksin, the manager of 
t eatmim ''*5' v.«.M thi> place, and informs me there is no improper 
treatment or uiismanagement in the establishmeut. ^ ^ 

District Lunatic Asylum at Limerick. 

it il almo'S*’,™™" Ilf fnllj proved the valne of these establishments, and 

ha™ vlThS 'O' “ •» my testimony to the oni.ersal opinion of all who 

dieted establishment ns to the neatness, order, and system with which it is con- 

hin. i'n f fa P'°'"iPi»l -jl""- i» Wand are superior to any 

llnng in Europe of the kind, and that the whole system of cure, chiefly consisiimr of 
employment, kindness, morn] government, and freedom from all restraint^ is worthy of 
eaamination a, a good example. To Mr. and Mrs. Jaclison, the manneers is to be mtri 

regoH mSes of tile S’'’d"’f n ’ '’“f t'”"’’* “tabli.hmcnt ; and the 

guiar meetings of the Board of Directors, and their zeal in invesligatinE the accounts 
and all matters connected with the interests of the institution, are not only creditable to the 
county, but worthy of example in every instance ^ tieciiaoie to the 

remedied?’Sl un^allThfw"“t incurables, which must eventually (if not 
remedied) hll up all the wards, and put an end to the original obiect of such asvliim^ , 7 !, 

Snrbv\he^Eovem t •'’‘^'^'^o'^sideration of Goiern- 

, ri .1 governors, m a letter from their chairman, Mr. Spring Rice, in which is 
1 the propriety of opening some general house of rreeption for incurables 

inrooZ" an,r?‘!“^T‘ cases^would ansiraTihe 

inT 1 sue^^ f "'’'I build- 

g- ggested to Mr. Jackson that two of the present straw-houses and yards could be 

"P «nd wir.„LT“t 

The proportion of cases cured in this asylum continues equal to last year and the state 

uSd^a^rSStT^ oily S 



Patients : 



Males. 

70 . 



City of Limerick Gaol. 

;arly two years since the large additions so creditably made to this prison 

.pleted, providing amply for dassifi-—!"- i-u-u-.A. . • P' 

calculated to make it a school for education, 



rZrtZ amply for classification, and all those modern improvements 

calculated to make it a school for education, employment, and reformation, as well as 
a place of punishmen , privation, and hard labour, when the law enjoins them • but we 



a system' being Vsmbli'shVdThatTould 
lepay this lieavy expense to the city by tlie suppression of crime, not one of the leeislaiiv? 
enactments has been practically enforced or provided for, which we have in our rfpotl so 
4 often 
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South often urged upon the gram! jury as necessary to the well-being of the gaol, and which only 
District, could justify the buildings wliich have been erected. _ 

There is no employment fo/ the prisoners as the law requires {vide 104th seetion or the 

Act), and this neglect alone produces incalculable evil, making the gaol a scene of idleness 
and licentious communication, only controlled in some degree by the paid officers, wlio 
appear to me zealous and intelligent, but whose efforts are paralysed by the prisoners’ 
being aware of the difficulty of obtaining the removal of any evil whidi occurs. 1 know 
of no place where useful and permanent employment could so easily be procured as in ibis 
ciiy, by brealting stones for the repairs of the streets, as is performed in Belfast, with 
profit to the funds of the town. The gaol-yards want gravel, which can be done by the 
prisoners. , , 

The (read-wheel is out of order, and wants a fly-wheel. The grand jury have not pro- 
vided for this, and consequently either there is no sentence to hard labour, or it is laughed 
at by the prisoners, knowing it cannot be executed. The tread-wheel, when effectually 
enforced, has always been ffiuiid useful in the prevention of crime, and making confine- 
ment, as’ it ought to be, odious to the vagrant and hardened criminal. Thus the want of 
work’ and hard labour leaves the Gaol Act a dead letter in this prison. 

In the absence of the above requisites, I would have expected to find a good school 
established and education in progress. It is true there is a schoolmaster, but totally 
unqualified from idleness and neglect: he scarcely gives anytime to the moI ; seldom 
appears, even at our inspections, and when he does, it is only to show an mdiflerence to his 
duty, and to try and influence the prisoners to say he attends regularly, though the fact is 
positively otherwise. His salary ought not to be presented for. 

The female classes have no employment, but little instruction, and no clothing. 

There is no gaol clothing of any kind as the law directs, consequently many prisoners 
are ne.nrly naked. I ordered, under the Act of Parliament, a supply of blankets. 

Sufficient funds in advance are not provided to procure coals, food, &c. 8cc. which has 
caused great inconvenience and expense. The local inspector, Dr. Gibson, states that he 
has frequently advanced large sums himself on account of the gaol. 

No bye-taws have been as yet adopted from the printed boolt sent down by order of the 
Court of King’s Bench, and, though the Board of Snperintendence meet occasionally, no 
real good resulis from it ; and, from whatever cause, this great public establishment bears, 
on a close examination, none of the features of a house of correction, where punishment, 
industry, hard labour, privation, schooling, and a systematic moral government should per- 
vade the whole, supported and controlled by its legitimate directors, the Board of Super- 
intendence. 

It is but just 1 should here state that the local inspector, governor, and all the officers, 
appear zealous and attentive as well as anxious to enforce the law, where the means are 
provided, which is not the case at present; and certainly to the local inspector is to be 
attributed the former reformation in this prison, when it changed, as reported by us in 
1824 from a scene of filth, confusion, and intemperance, to that of cleanliness, classifica- 
tion ’and economy. It has ceased to be a nursery for crime, and if our suggestions are 
adopted, it will become a practical example of industry and reformation. The gaol was 
remarkably clean and orderly on the day of inspection, and 1 have twice visited the prison 
this year. 



County of Mayo Gaol. 

HAD the presentment for a new gaol, made at the Spring assizes 1829, been carried 
into effect, it would be unnecessary for us again to record the total inefficiency and ille- 
gality of the old gaol. It is our duty, under the Act of Parliament, to report to Parliament 
and to the grand jury, the actual state of each gaol in Ireland, and how far the law is com- 
plied with. 1 regret being again obliged to report the Castlebar prison as deficient m every 
particular- no one legal enactment is provided for, and even sale-keeping, which 
hitherto been secured by soldiers in such buildings, has been endangered by the vrith- 
drawing the centinels ; a measure calculated to do much good to gaol discipline, by calling 
for the zeal and energy of the local authorities to establish a discipline, which, when exe- 
cuted with proper accommodation, is more than sufficient for security, and which has 
hitherto been solely left to the care of soldiers. So long as sentinels were the turnkeys and 
safe-keepers of gaols, we had little hope of any reformatory system being established, even 
in some well reeulaled and commodious prisons. , - e c ■ 

The county of Mayo has been the last in Ireland to provide accommodation for entorcing 

There are no work-rooms for labour, nor any employment whatever, consequently idleness 
and all its evils follow. , . r .i,„ 1 .1 

There are only twenty-five cells for an average of ninety-four prisoners, iliough the 
law requires wisely a separate cell for each prisoner, as a punishment, that he may retire to 
solitude at night after a day of labour. 

There is no classification of crime Irom want of room, consequently the worst characters 

are corrupting the young, and those disposed to give up an evil course. , , 

There is no tread-wheel, nor room for it, to execute the sentence to hard labour and 
lessen crime, consequently the grave sentence of the law is ridiculed by the prisoners. 

There is no public kitchen, or room for it, to enable the grand jury to change from the 
bread diet to potatoes. The former costs 6tf. per day, the latter would be airf- 'hu*^ , 
^ causinir 
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causing a saving of about 400/. per anmim, which would eveotually pay for'tlie building South 
of a new gaol, and would at present more than pay the instalment to Governmeuc for the District, 
advance. ' ■ 

There is no chapel, no infirmary for the sick, no solitary cells, and no regular school- 
room. 

There is noplace for the females in the gaol, consequently they are removed to the building 
called a house of correction or bridewell in the town, which could not with propriety be used 
fora pauper asylum. Here they are without instruction, work, or discipline ; it is filthy, 
unwholesome, and out of repair. All classes are confined together; some of the rooms used 
as a lock hospital and the prison infirmary ; and to complete the scene, a number of 
lunatics are also kept here, whose case is deplorable; without sufficient rooms to keep 
them from the weather, they are collected in sheds, and in my opinion not free front 
danger of their lives, for want of necessary accommodation. His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant has at this period called on us for a report on this lunatic asylum, having heard 
from some other quarter of its sad state ; in answer to which we admitted the fact, and 
embodied a copy of our repeated reports to the grand jury. 

With these facts before me, which cannot be controverted, I again submit to the county 
the absolute necessity of erecting a new gaol ; and I am happy to be able to add that on 
tny late inspection, when calling on the Marquis of Sligo, and some of the inlluential pro- 
prietors in this county, 1 met with the most satisfactory support, and a desire to have the 
subject finished at the next assizes, by confirming the former presentment, and immediate- 
by commencing this necessary work ; and 1 should nothave again recorded the wants and 
defects in the old gaol, were it not possible that some persons in the county (however 
anxious for improvement in their county establishments) may still not be convinced of the 
necessity in this case. 

The plan already approved of by the grand jury has received the sanction and signature 
of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and cannot be altered; and, if the grand jury will 
be satisfied with my testimony, I am of opinion that it could not be altered for the better. 

In conjunction with the Government architect, Mr. Murray, I have already minutely 
examined it by the order of Government. 

All that is required to be done, is to represent the money in the form laid down by law 
(a copy of which I have sent to the secretary of the grand jury), without the conditional 
clause of only commencing the payments in the year 1836, as this is illegal; but it is to be 
observed that the clause in the Prison Act (7th Geo. IV. ch. 74, sect. 16, 17), enabling 
the Lord Lieutenant to advance the money, does not fix any amount of half-yearly instal- 
ment. The grandjury may therefore fix the instalments at any per-centage, however low, 
until the year 1836, raising the amount to five per cent on the principal from that period ; 
and 1 have no doubt but bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant will grant any such indulgence 
on its being recommended ; and should the presentment not be acceded to, the grand jury 
are not bound to proceed with the building under the presentment, so that a conditional 
presentment is unnecessary as well as illegal. 

I have only to add to this report, that a good school is established, and that whatever can 
be effected to insure cleanliness and order, has been secured by the zeal and activity of the 
governor, and I should add, of all the resident and non-resident officers. The books are 
remarkably well kept, the messing is orderly and decent, and the visiting-book testifies for 
the attendance of the officers to their duty. 

The Board of Superintendence have regular meetings, which is a great support to the 
officers under trying circumstances ; and the readiness of the governor to meet the diffi- 
culty of a sudden removal of the centinels is highly creditable to him, as the risk and 
labour chiefly fall on him. 

County of Alat/o Bridewell. 



BaUinrobe. 

THIS bridewell consists of two day-rooms, three cells, and two yards, It is finished and 
well attended to by the keeper. The pauper prisoners are fed, and the quarterly returns 
regularly kept. A pump is wanted, and doors to the yards, and the street walls should be 
raised, as recommended in former reports. 

Queen’s County Gaol. 

THE new and commodious prison in this town (Maryborough) is now nearly finished, 
and 1 hope will be occupied next Summer. Under these circumstances I am relieved from 
the unpleasant task of detailing the wants in the old gaol, and proving its utter illegality 
in every particular. It remains for me to state that' the new prison provides for all those 
things which the Act of Parliament requires, viz. classification in yards and rooms by day, 
and a single cell for each prisoner at night, rooms for employment, a tread-wheel to exe- 
cute the sentence to hard labour, a chapel, a good hospital, a public cooking kitchen, and a 
school-room, all which were wanting in the old prison ; and should the grand jury provide 
for an efficient moral government and executive officers in every department, there can be 
no doubt that this county will have to boast of one of the best gaols in Ireland. Without 
good practical officers nothing can be effected ; and as [ understand the grand j ury pro- 
pose to provide for their old officer, the present governor, I would venture to recommend 
the example of the county of Carlow on a late vacancy; viz. advertising for a governor 

48. I and 
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South aDdleaving it to the Board of Superientendence to choose outof the applicants the best 
District, qualified person, and permitting the Inspectors-general of prisons to examine the 
' person before he shall be finally appointed. It is of course necessary that the high sheriff 
should consent to this arrangement, unless the grand jury choose to act on the 89th clause 
of the Prison Act (7 Geo. IV. c. 74), by allocating, by a resolution, a large portion of the 
gaol to be a house of correction (leaving the debtors out), which has been^ practised in 
some county ; and the same grand jury have the immediate power to appoint their own 
governor ; and the high sheriff is relieved by the next clause from the responsibility of safe- 
keeping. 

Should the Board of Superintendence require one of the Inspectors-general to attend and 
assist in the regulations and arrangements for occupying the new gaol, it will be gladly 
complied with, as they consider it a matter of vital importance to commence with a good 
system. 

It is but justice to remark on the female department in the old gaol as being well 
managed by a careful and qualified matron. The head turnkey, lately appointed, continues 
to effectually assist the governor in keeping Such order as ispracticable; and the prison 
was as clean as it was capably of being made. 

The sick are carefully attended to by the surgeon of the infirmary, without an hospital, 
and the local inspector, the reverend Mr. Harpur, gives every attention to the duties of his 
office, without which the discipline would be much worse. 

The untortunate lunatics in this prison are sadly provided for with room, and it. would be 
an act of humanity if the grand jury can devise auy mode by which they could be removed, 
to the new prison, or some house in Maryborough, where, at least, their lives might be 
prolonged by additional care and accommodation. 

The Bridewell at Stradbaliy. is building. 

Covnty of Tipperary Gaol, 

THERE is no competent provision made in this gaol for employment, inspection, or a 
cell for each prisoner at night ; and however nominal classification is enforced as to dny- 
rooms, at night it is impossible to preserve it, as the number of cells is only thirty-eight in 
the old prison, where frequently one hundred prisoners are confined, and but one turnkey 
is allowed to assist the governor, so completely dependent on sentinels are they in this 
gaol for any security or order that exists. Under such a system it is in vain to expect 
discipline, and much less any appearance of a moral government, snch as the law requirs ; 
and the fact is, that with the exception of the tread-wheei, which is not sufficiently worked, 
there is not the slightest appearance of system or moral government in this prison; nor 
could it be expected so long as the following wants remain unprovided for: 

1st. — There are no work-rooms, and the day-rooms are small; they ought to 
overlook the yards of other classes, and some have windows open to the 
street. 

2d. — There are only thirty-eight cells in the front prison, and eighteen cells for 
males in the house of correction, for an average of 250 prisoners, thus 
making it necessary for four prisoners often to sleep in one cell, w here social 
intercourse, evil coinninnicatioQ, and the total absence of the appearance, 
of punishment, precludes any hope of reformation. 

3d. — There is no employment for the prisoners, except some occasional school 
instruction, consequently idleness and all its evils follow. Stone-breaking 
would remedy this, were there sufficient zealous resident officers to carry it 
on and enforce it. 

4lh. — There is no constant inspection, which might in a degree remedy some of 
these defects, as a governor and one turnkey, with their various other 
duties, could scarcely pay one visit to each class in the day, and the keeper 
of the house of correction has sufficient to do to attend to the tread-wheel 
alone, as he is not even allowed an assistant for this important duty. The 
inconvenient structure of the gaol for inspection, places another difficulty 
in the way of inspection. 

5th. — ^Tliere is no gaol clothing as the law requires. 

6th, — There is no steam apparatus, which could be put up for about 20/., and 
would occasion a great saving to the county, by giving the potatoe 
instead of the bread diet. The hours for meals are irregular. 

71b. — The hospital is not sufficiently large or divided so as to completely separate 
the males and females. 

8th. — There is no residence for the matron, with her class, though it is not 
uncommon to have forty females confined. 

8th. — There is no accommodation for King’s evidence, and the few resident 
officers that are employed have not sufficient rooms. 

1 have thus detailed the prominent evils in this prison, with a view to induce the grand 
jury to take into their serious consideration the necessity of erecting an addition to the 
gaol, as suggested by Major Woodward in last year’s Report, to contain a governoi’s-house 
and accommodation in cells for 100 prisoners. This could probably be eflectecl for a sum 

not 
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not exceeding 12,000 1 ., and the saving on changing the diet from bread to potatoes would South 
much assist the county in repaying to Government the advance of money, without any District, 

extra expense to the county. ' 

Under the above circumstances, the best officers could effect but little, and it would be 
unjust to call in question the qualifications of the present officers. The gaol was clean and 
orderly at my inspection, and the duty which the present aocommodation requires ii 
attended to. 

I There is a good schoolmaster, and the females are attended to by a matron, and visited 

, by a committee of ladies, who provide occasional work for them. Female prisoners sen- 

' tenced to hard labour are placed on the tread-wheel in this gaol. 

The tables and forms are worn nut in almost all the day-rooms, and should be replaced. 

! 

County of Tipperary Bridewells. 

I 7 

Borrisikane. 

THE proposed buildings to make this a legal bridewell have not been proceeded with, and 
the old black-hole is quite unsuitable and illegal. Major Carter, the chief magistrate, does 
not allow any abuse to exist by the occasional use of it even for a few hburs ; but it 
should be abolished at once, unless the county wish to establish a bridewell by building 
a new one. 

Cahir. 

THIS prison contains only one day-room, four cells and two yards. I found it tolerably 
clean, but by no means in that neat order of which Cashel is so good an example. The fur- 
niture is complete. A pump should be sunk in one of the yards. 

Cashel. 

THIS bridewell I found, as usual, well kept in every particular. In contains three day- 
rooms, eight cells and two yards. A pump is much wanted, and the walls of the yards 
should be raised for security. 

Clogkeen. 

THIS is a new bridewell, containing legal accommodation for males and females. It is 
clean and well kept, and is furnished. The walls in the street should be raised to prevent 
I communication from the windows, and the cell doors should be iron instead of wood. 

I Nenagk. 

. I HAVE visited this small prison twice this year, having been much dissatisfied with my 

first visit, and I regret to be obliged to report that it is by no means kept clean or regular. 

Numbers of prisoners pass through this town, and the accommodation is sufficient for the 
few days they should be kept, so that there is no excuse; and should this report fail to 
procure more attention from the keeper, or his removal, we can only perform our duty by 
representing the case to the Judges of the King’s Bench. On both my visits I found it in 
a filthy state, and no attention whatever paid to the regulations. 

New Birmingham. 

THIS small place of confinement, containing one day room, three cells, two yards and 
keeper’s apartments, is kept remarkably clean and orderly. The furniture is complete, and 
the whole very creditable to the keeper. 

!- Nev^rt. 

THE wall of the two small yards adjoining the river has been carried away by a heavy 
ffood, and unless this is immediately repaired, the prison is quite unfit to confine any person 
in. There are only three cells and two yards. No day-rooms, pump or privies, and unless 
the county consider it necessary to erect a legal bridewell, it would be better to abolish if, 
and save the expense of a keeper. There are very few prisoners, and the cells are under the 
I level of the street. The keeper is attentive to his duly. 

Roscrea. 

THIS large bridewell is kept clean and regular. There is sufficient furniture for the usual 
number of prisoners. There are three day-rooms and twelve cells, with two yards and 
keeper's apartments. 

Ten^lemore. 

A NEW keeper has been appointed to this bridewell, and it is better attended to. 

I found it dean and orderly, and there is sufficient accommodation and furniture, except 
tables and forms, which are required for the day-rooms. 

48. I 2 
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Thurles. 

THIS large bridewell, coQtaining four daj-rooms and twenty-two cells, is, in its present 
state useless to the county, from want of furniture. It is kept clean and regular, and the 
rector. Archdeacon Cotton, having been kind enough to undertake the future inspection 
of it, I signed the order required by the Act for a supply of furniture. 

Tipperary. 

This bridewell contains two day-rooms, two yards and four cells. I found it as usual in 
a filthy slate, and no furniture. I gave the order required by the Act for furniture and 
blankets, and the Rev. Mr. Clarke kindly undertook to procure them, and see that better 
order shall be kept in future. 

Clonmel Lunatic Asylum and House of Correction. 

A PROVISION is made by the house of industry in Clonmel for lunatics and idiots. 
There are twenty-five males and twenty-four females confined. They are humanely treated 
and well attended to by a qualified keeper and matron, and although the want of accommo- 
dation and of employment of a proper kind prevents a systematic plan of cure, yet the 
cleanliness and care of these objects is, 1 think, superior to most pauper establishments in 
Ireland unsupported by Government. 

There are sixty-eight female vagrants in that part of the building allocated as a house of 
correction who have employment; and those sentenced to hard labour are placed on 
a tread-wheel. In these respects it is better aiteniled to than the county gaol, and is kept 
clean and correctly, as far as accommodation permits, by a qualified master and matron. 

County of Waterford Gaol. 

The general state of this gaol I found, as usual, very satisfactory and creditable to the 
exertions of Archdeacon Hobson, the local inspector, on whom the management princi- 
pally devolves. The house built as a house of correction is not yet furnished or occupied ; 
but the Board of Superintendence have deriermined to appropriate it to the accommodaiion 
of the different classes of females, for which purpose it is particularly well calculated, being 
distinct from the gaol, and containing complete separation for two classes, with day-rooms 
and yards for each, together with apartments for tlie matron, from which she can command 
the inspection of both yards. This class are, at present, confined altogether, within a very 
limited space in the gaol. It is however but justice to the matron to state that much 
attention is paid to their improvement, and that I found the dresses and appearance of the 
females very gratifying. 

I have strongly recommended that a resident nurse-tender may be attached to the hos- 
pital, which being totally uninhabited, except when there are patients to occupy the wards, 
cannot be sufficiently aired or kept in good order. This arrangement is indispensable. 
1 have also pointed out to the local inspector some alterations in the accommodation of the 
pauper debtors, U. which he has promised immediate attention. One of these alterations is 
intended to correct a defect which exists also in the criminal corridors, viz. that the passage 
from the day-rooms to the yards is through the corridors of cells, consequently, the cells 
being exposed to the prisoners, are locked during the day time, and cannot be sufficiently 
ventiiated. This defect could only be remedied in the criminal day-rooms by a communi- 
cation with the yards by an out-side staircase. 

It has been observed in several Reports that the iron-railing in front of the two yards 
which are seen from the windows of the inspector’s office, admits of a commuaicatiou 
between the classes of prisoners who occupy those yards, and that it would be expedient to 
cut off the communication between those yards by a partition built from the centre of the 
window in the office. The military ceatinel being placed in front of that railing, is also 
very objectionable, and the station of that sentinel in the insulating passage would be much 
more effectual. The probable removal of the military, however, obviates that difficulty. 

The prison dresses in this gaol, manufactured by the prisoners, is much to be approved, 
and the general issue of clothing adds much to the regular appearance of the prisoners. On 
the whole the inspection of this prison has afforded much satisfaction. 



County of Waterford Bridewells. 



DuHgnrKan. 

I POUND the state of this prison very much improved. It is now kept in a satisfactory 
manner the yards, day-rooms and cells being perfectly clean, and in conformity with 
existing regulations. A prisoner had escaped from the male yard a few days prior to my 
inspection, and it is necessary to impress upon the keepers of bridewells, that during the 
hours in the day when the prisoners are entitled, under the provisions of the Act, to the be- 
nefit of air and exercise in yards, it is their duty to watch them, and that safe custody is 
not to be imtusied to the height of walls, or to the security of the yards. 
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The salary of the keeper is inadequate as a remuneration for the care of a court-house 
and prison of this class. 

The gaol consists of separate accommodation for males and females, keeper’s apartments, ‘ 
two rooms for manor debtors, a day-room, and six cells for males, and a day-room aud four 
cells for females, with a separate yard for each class. 

Lismtyre. 

THIS prison contains but two rooms, one for males and one for females. The male 
side 18 capable of an improvement, by which a day-room and two cells would be gained 
instead of the one room, and 1 have recommended that a presentment for the sum necessary 
to effect the alteration may be laid, before the grand jury at the next assizes. 

City of Waterford Gaol. 

THIS prison has b«n much relieved by the removal of the female classes, together with 
the system of hard labour, and juvenile offenders to the late house of correction, and leaves 
but little to-be reported upon in the city gaol, which I found in a very creditable state of 
cleanliness, regularity and order. 

City of Waterford House of Correction. 

confinement, originally intended as a house of correction for the city of 
VVaterlord, consists of tour classes, each cooiainiog a yard, day-room, and twelve cells; 
with a central division, containing a tread-wheel and yard. It has been lately appropriated 
to juvenile ottenders, with some male criminals sentenced to hard labour on the one side 
and for the accommodation of two classes of females on the other. A male governor and 
a matron are appointed to this establishment. 

Since my last inspeciion a decided improvement has taken place upon the female side, on 
which the women are employed, instructed, and kept steadily to work. The return of 
washing for the last SIX months has amounted to near 2,000 pieces, the linen manufactured 
by the lemales to nearly 300 yards ; the prison dresses have been manufactured in the gaol, 

.md on the whole a very creditable amount of work has been done. 

A school is established on the male side, and much attention bestowed on the care of the 
juvenile offenders; and I feel quite satisfied that the intentions of the grand jury, in 
which has been made of this formerly useless establishment, will be fully 



City of Waterford Lunatic Asylum, attached to the House of Industry. 

THIS Asylum IS well attended to by the officers of this institution, and every care taken 
of the lunatics which the nature of the establishment admits of; it however ^ords a proof 
ol the necessity of attaching the county and city of Waterford to some district asylum as 
It IS impossible in such an mstituiion to afford any of the advantages which the cure of the 
pmients peculiarly demands. There are but sixteen cells for lunatics and idiots, the number 
of w-hicb, on the day of inspection, amounted to 1 17. Some accommodation is now applied 
to them which properly belongs to the class of female vagrants; but under ordinary circum- 
stances the lunatics are placed in the dormitories of the poor-house, in which the mixture 
IS equally injurious to the insane and to the sane part of the inmates. 

It IS to be hoped ihat no money may be expended in building additional accommodation, 
as the system is fundamentally defective, and can afford no substitute for the peculiar treat- 
ment which lunacy requires, and which is so amply supplied in the district asylums. 

County of Wesford Gaol. 

T HE material part of the addition to this gaol not having been occupied up to the day of 
my inspection, that classification of crime and system of employment and discipline could 
noi so fully be established as in those prisons where accommodation is fully provided TIip 
Board of Supeniuendence auended, anti readily adopted my suggestioL for the 'future 
'"'O resolutions to secure a regular attendance of the 
l’,l t Sf-T'k V ‘o immediately occupy the house of correc- 

tion, and to establish bye-laws for the future regulation of all the internal dutits. Under 
iheie circumstances I have only to report, that 1 was much gratified with the result of my 
inspection, as it is all important to any thing of a sound system, that the local authorities 
should arrange and countenance every proceeding in the prison. In proportion to their 
energy and support wilt the paid officers be zealous and attentive; good^ and intelligent 
officers wi) be encouraged ; and should ignorant and indolent ones ever be appointed® an 
SrSved'"''^ iband ample means are provided by the Act for having 

It is most desirable, and is certainly die objectof theLegislature in providing such ample 
accoiii^roodaiion in gaols, that they should become schools of reform and places of aciLl 
punishment, and this they cannot be without systematic discipline, coosisling of einplov- 
inent lor every prisoner during ihe day, and a separate cell for each of them at night. On 
c<LP t.vn .1 .. . depend whether a prison is to be a place of rel^orm and punishment, 
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Soaib as ibe law supposes, or one where oootagion, idl^iess and immoralitj, will inevitably pro- 
District. duce an increase of crime in the connty. 

■ ' • ' The iread-wheeJ should be a source of constant work for the worst criminals and vagrants, 

and those recominilted, and has been found effectual. 

Constant employment at sione-breakine, and sdiooling should occupy every other male 
prisoner, and should these be accompanied by the continual inspection of the governor, his 
deputy, and the turnkeys, in the manner I pointed out to the Board, I will venture to assert 
that the charge of prisoners being made too comfortable will cease to be made, and the 
county will rejoice at the addition made to the gaol. 

The guard has been withdrawn from this prison, and the Board liave amply provide I 
against escapes, by appointing some qualified turnkeys. The change in the manner of 
guarding against escapes I consider of great use, as it will bring forth the energies of intel- 
ligent officers, hitherto uncalled for from the dependence placed in a chain of sentinels. 

1 submitted to the Board of Superintendence the following wants in this prison, and I beg 
to recommend them to the favourable consideration of the grand jury, to provide means to 
execute them. 

1st. Employment by breaking stones, either by presenting for a road to the Board, or 
leaving money in their hands to purchase stones and sell them broken, aad this, 
I believe, will not be unprofitable, as appears by the account kept at the house of 
industry in Wexford. 

ad. Some of the yards require gravelling. 

3d. The whole wood-work of the gaol wants painting 

4th. The hospital in insufficient in room for separating the se.ses, and every chimney 
smokes. 

5th. Clothing is wanted for the male prisoners. 

6th. A steam apparatus to be ordered, which would cost 20I., and by changing the diet 
to potatoes instead of bread, a saving would be made of more than lool. per annum. 
The present expense is about ^d. per head per day; it would then be only sJd. 

7th. The chapel should be divided into classes. 

8th. The tread-wheel labour to be enforced. 

9th. The bye-laws to be legally established. 

A good school is provided for, aud a competent master appointed, and the female classes 
are attended to by a qualified matron, and work provided. 

Ail the officers appear to me to be attentive to their duty, and only require to be informed 
of and supported in the various matters 1 have stated in this Report, to secure a zealous 
pompliance with them. 



County of Wexford Sridewelh. 



Enniscorthy. 

THIS bridewell was found in a shameful filthy state last year by Major Woodward, and 
though it was rather cleaner than usual on my inspection, it is my duty to state that it is 
by no means kept or attended to properly, nor can I report the old man in charge as quali- 
fied for his office. Any of the county gentlemen will see at once, on entering the Gorey 
bridewell, the contrast, and the necessity of not any longer permitting a county public 
establishment, however small, to be so discreditably kept. 



Gorey. 

THIS bridewell is remarkable for the neat and cleanly state we always fiud it in ; very cre- 
ditable to the keeper, who attends to the prisoners, and performs all his duty with zeal and 
attention. 



New Roes. 

THE new bridewell is now occupied ; it contains nine cells, six on the male aud three 
on the female side, with separate yards and day-rooms. The keeper’s apartments are ' 
attached to the adjoining court-house. The whole establishment is in conformity with the ' 
enactments of the Prison Act. 



Wexford Lunatic Asylum. 

THE house of industry in the town of Wexford is an institution highly creditable to 
the county. The wanis were clean, and almost all the inmates employed. One of the 
departments is allocated for some county lunatics and idiots, who are treated humanely, and 
with as little restraint as possible. It is utterly impossible in so confined a place to look to 
ireaiment with a view to cure, aud were it not merely a charitable institution to keep those 

poor 
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poor helpless creatures from the streets, we should report it as an unBt place for them. It 
IS gratifying to state that the district asylum in Carlow will eventually remove them to 
a suitable building. 

The keeper is a steady good officer, and appears zealous, intelligent, and humane. 



South 

District. 



County of Wicklmo Gaol. 

ON our first inspection of this gaol, in the year 1823, we found an addition to the accom^ 
modation just finished, which rendered it at that period so much superior to many prisons 
in Ireland that we were unwilling to point out the defects of the building, and the want of 
an improvement in discipline, until we could show practically, by the example of other 
counties, the good effects of ample room, classification, employmeot, and efficient officers ; 
that time has now arrived ; almost every county in Ireland has either erected new prisons 
or added extensive buildings to the old ones, and it becomes my duty to submit for the 
Consideration of the grand jury of this large county the necessity of some alterations in the 
accommodation and discipline of their gaol, without which the great objects of the Legis- 
lature, VIZ. punishment and reformation, cannot be fully obtained. 

The Gaol Act is imperative in requiring a classification of crime in both sexes,.that the 
felons and minor criminals shall be kept separate, and the tried and untried. To comply 
with the law, consequently, (even for the male side), it would require four classes, with day- 
rooms, yards and cells, all separate, exclusive of debtors, females and King’s evidence. Yet 
in this prison the tried and untried minor-offence classes are allconfined together, contrary 
to law, from want of room, and have but six cells; the females have only six cells, and the 
felons but twenty cells ; thus making but thirty-two sleeping cells in the entire gaol, while 
the Act requires a separate one for each prisoner. It is manifest, iherefore, that there is not 
sufficient or legal accommodation, even should crime be diminished, as another class for the 
untried minor offences is still wanted. 

It is equally manifest to tho^ who have examined the Prison Art, and are acquainted 
with the objects of gaol discipline, and a sound moral system, that Wicklow gaol is defec- 
tive in these points. - The law requires that every prisoner, fed by the county, shall be 
employed at some work the entire day, except at meal and school hours, and retire to 
a single sleeping-cell at night; thus providing against all communication, day or night, 
amongst the prisoners, if properly attended to by zealous, qualified and intelligent officers ; 
and surely such a system, enforced by a Board of Superintendence at their stated meet- 
ings, is calculated to produce what the Jaw calls for, viz. that confinement sliall be a punish- 
ment and terror to the idle vagrant, holding out, at the same time, a hope of reformation in 
those not totally depraved, grounded on the industry, schooling, the moral instruction and 
example of the governor and his resident officers, and the constant intercourse with zealous 
chaplains, whose advise, to s.ny the least, would have influence on the moral habits of the 
prisoners in or out of gaol. 1 anxiously press this subject on the favourable consideration 
of the grand jury. 

In the conscientious discharge of my duty, I am bound to report that there is not any 
appearance of a steady moral system. In a recent report to Government from the military 
departroem on the escape of a convict, the commanding officer stated as follows : 
“ Nothing could be more irregular than the interior of the prison that day. The gaoler 
“ was absent, his father was drunk, the turnkey not sober, and every facility for escape 
“ prepared.” ^ 

I would beg to recommend the following matters to be provided for : 

1st.— Constant work for every prisoner, fed by the county, at stone-breaking. 

2d.— An additional building to be erected as a class for untried minor offences, 
containing one yard, one day-room, one work-room, and twenty single’ 
cells. ® 

3d. — An additional and qualified turnkey to be appointed, part of whose duty 
should be to attend die tread-wheel, which is now only directed by a pri- 
soner, who, of course, can have no influence to prevent conversation and 
misconduct. 

4th.— That the Board should meet at slated periods to enforce discipline, and con- 
trol all the business of the gaol. 

5th. A prison dress should be given to all tried prisoners, rather as a mark of 
disgrace than indulgence, and to enable them to leave the gaol in their 
own clothes. 

6th. — The yards all require a good coat of broken and powdered stone. 

On my inspection I found the gaol tolerably clean. A good school is established, and 
the females are Httended toby a matron, whose salary is less than is usually given to this 
office. The horpital department is well provided for by the surgeon; the local inspector 
is attentive to his duty ; and the legal number of visits to the gaol are paid by the other 
officers, as appears by ibeir visiting-book. 

48. I 4 
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County of Wicklow Dutrict Bridewell. 



Baltinglass. 

South I HATE visited this bridewell twice this year, and it continues to answer all the purposes 

District, intended by the Act of Parliament, viz. the confinement and punishment of the quarter- 

‘ ' sessions prisoners, instead of sending them to the county gaol at Wicklow. The Board of 

Superintendence meet regularly, providing a remedy for any difficulties which may arise, 
and enforcing the dnty on the part of all the paid officers. Such attendance can alone 
secure a steady perseverence in the discipline of any gaol. 

The tread-wheel labour is enforced on those prisoners who are sentenced thereto. The 
school is attended to, and the female class are instructed by a qualified matron. 

There has been for some time very few prisoners ; but I would strongly recommend more 
stone-breaking to be provided for every prisoner, as nothing tends mote to make a gaol be 
considered as a punishment than constant employment, and, when possible, a single cell at 
night for each prisoner, which prevents all the evil communication and bad habits so con- 
stantly complained of in those public establishments. 

The furniture is complete; the gaol is kept very clean, and the officers are attentive to 
their duty. 

The main sewer to the river has not yet been made, which is absolutely necessary, as 
nothing else can carry off the filth of the prison and smaller sewers. 
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LIST OF PRISONS. 



1 DUBLIN DISTRICT. 

\ 









DESCRIPTION 










according to 


ho 






SITE. 








PRISON. 


General Report.* 


, 




Dublin ... 


Kilmainham 


county gaol. 




3 




: : ; : 


Grange.Gorman.lane 

Green-street 


general penitentiary, 
city gaol. 




4 




- - - - 


Circular-road - 


bridewell. 




5 




- . . - 


Smithfield 


penitentiary, 




b 




. . 


Marshal-iane - 


four courts marshalsea. 




7 






Green-street - 


sheriffs' prison. 




8 






Green-street 


city marshalsea. 




9 




. « . . 


Liberties ... 


St. Sepulchre's manor 










court. 






NORTH DISTRICT : 








Antrim 


Carrickfergus - 


county gaol, 
house of correction. 




a. 


— . . . 








_ . - . 


Antrim ... 


bridewell 


Class, N* 1. 




_ - . . 


Ballymena 


bridewell 


— 4 - 




_ . . . 


Ballymoney 


bridewell 


— .3. 


6. 




Lisburn ... 


bridewell 


— 5. 


7- 

8. 


Armagh ... 


Armagh ... 
Ballybot ... 


county gaol, 
bridewell 






- . . . 


Lurgan - 
Market-bili 


bridewell 






_ - - - 


bridewell 




11. 


_ . - - 


Newtown Hamilton ' 


bridewell 


— 5 - 


L 2 . 


Cflvfi n . . 


Paran 


county gaol. 






... 


Ballyconnel 


bridewell 


• — 4 - 


H- 


... 


Coote-hill 


bridewell 


— 4 - 




Donegal ... 


Lidbrd ... 


county gaol. 




16. 


• . . . 


Donegal ... 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


17- 


- . - - 


Letterkenny 


bridewell 


— 1. 


18. 


Down ... 


Downpatrick 


county gaol. 




19 - 


- . • - 


Newry ... 


bridewell 


— 1. 


ao. 


Fermanagh 


Enniskillen 


county gaol. 




31 . 


• . . . 


Newtown Butler 


bridewell 


— 2. 


32 . 


Kildare ... 


N»»s 


county gaol. 




■43- 


- - - - 


Athy ... 


county gaol. 






Leitrim ... 


Carrick-on-Shannon - 


county gaol, 
bridewell 




4. 


_ - . . 


Manor Hamilton 


— 1. 


2(). 


Londonderry - 


Londondeiry 


county gaol, 
bridewell 








Coleraine 




28. 




Magherafelt 


bridewell 




29- 


- . . - 


Newton Limivaday - 


bridewell 


— 1., 


30- 


Longford 


Longford 


county gaol. 






LouUi ... 


Dundalk . • . 


county gaol. 






... 


Drogheda 


tonm gaol. 




33- 


_ . - . 


Ardee - 


bridewell 


— 1. 




Meath ... 


Trim ... 


county gaol. 






_ ... 


Kells 


bridewell 


— , ], 


36- 




Navan ... 


bridewell 


— 1 . 




Monaghan .1 


Monaghan 


county gaol. 








Carrickmacross 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


39- 


- ' 


Casticblaney - 


bridewell 


— » 



* For the classification of County Gaols, see General Report, page g. 
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List op Prisons— coirfjRufrf. 









DESCRIPTION 


State of Building, 


Ko. 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


of 


Claaaifoaiion given in 










General Re 


on. 


40. 


Boscommon 


Boscommon 


county gaol. 




41. 


_ . . . 


Athlone - 


bridewell 










bridewell 








Castlerea 






44- 


- - - - 


Suokestotm 


bridewell 


— 1. 


45- 


Sligo - - - 


Sligo 

BaUymote 

Omagh ... 


county raol. 


— 1. 




47- 

4^. 

49- 


Tyrone - - ■ 


county gaol. 




. - . 


Dongannon 


bridewell 




50. 


- ■ ■ - 


Strabane ... 


brideweH 




51- 


Westmeath 


MulltDgar 


coimtvgaol. 




5'i’ 




Moate 


bridewell 


— 2. 




SOUTH DIS 


PRICT : 






1. 


Carlow ... 


Carlow ... 


county gaol. 








Manevbea 


bridewdl 




3- 


_ . - . 


Tidlow . 


bridewell 




4- 


Clare ... 


Bimis ... 


ceontygacl. 




5- 




Ennistymon 


bridewell 




6. 


_ ... 


K3rusn .... 


bridewell 




7- 


- ... 


Six-mile Bridge 


bridewell 


, 




- - - ■ 


TuUa - - - 


bridewell 


— 1. 


9- 


Cork ... 


Cork 


coouty gaoL 
citygaw. 




lOi 








11. 


_ ... 




bridew'ell 




12. 


... 


Basdon ... 


bridewell 


j 




13- 


_ ... 


Santrv ... 


bridewell 


j 






- ... 


Clontutilty 


bridewell 


, 






w ... 




bridewell 


, 




16. 


... 


Dunmanway 


bridewell 


J 




i7- 


- ... 


Pennoy ... 


bridewell 


1 




18. 


~ ... 


Kanturic ... 


bridewcdl 


__ J 








Kinsale • 


bridewell 


, 






— - 


Macioom 


.bridewell 


J 




21. 


- ... 


Wallow ... 


bridewdl 






22. 


_ ... 


Midletoo 


bridewell 


, 








MilsPreet 


bridewell 


J 






- ... 


Mitchektown - 


bridewell 








- - 


Boescarberv 


bridewell 


J 




s6. 




Skibbereen 


bridewell 






27. 


.... 


Youghall 


bridewell 


— 4 




28. 


Galway ... 


Galway 


county gaol. 










town gaol. 




30. 


_ . . . 


Ballinasloe 


bridewell 




31 - 


- . . . 


Clifden - 


bridewdi 


g 


32- 


~ . 


Eyiwwjrt 


bridewell 




33- 


- . . . 


Gort 


bridewell 




34- 


_ - . . 


Loughrea 


bridewell 






.... - 


Tuam ... 


bridewell 




36. 




"Weedford 


bridewell 


__ 


37* 


Kerry .... 


Tralee ... 


county £aol. 
bridewdl 




38. 


- . . . 


CahercivecD 


I 




- - - - 


Castle Island - 


bridewell 




40. 


_ . . . 


Dingle ... 


bridewell 


g 






Kenmapc 


bndewell 


jj 


42. 




KiUnrnfy 

Listewef ... 


bridewdl 


— 4. 


44. 


_ ... 


Milltown 


bridewell 




45- 


- - - . 


Tarbert - 


bridewell 


— 3 - 


46. 


Kilkenny 


Kilkenny 


county gaol. 




47- 










48. 




Ihomastown . - 


-Iwidewell - . - 


-w 1. 
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List op Prisons— 



No. 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PRISON, 


Slate of Bn 
according 
CliusificatioQ 
Gcseial R 




49 - 


King’s County - 


Philipstown 


county gaol 




50 * 


- 


ParsoQStotvn 


district bridewell 


Class N* 1. 


51 - 


Limerick 


Limerick 


county gaol 




53 - 


_ - . - 




city gaol > 






_ - - - 


Bruff . 


bridewell 






_ . . . 


Croon) ... 


bridewell 


1 




55 - 


_ . . , 


Giynn . 


bridewell 


j 






_ . - . 




bridewell 


2 




57 . 


- . - - 


Newcastle 


bridewell 


— 1 




5 «. 


- - . . 


RathkeaJe 


bridewell 


— 1 




59 - 


Mayo - 


Castlebar 


county gaol 




6o, 


... 


Ballinrobe 


bridewell 


— 1. 


6i. 


Queen’s County 


Maryborough . 


county gaol 




62. 


Tipperary 


Clonmel ... 


county gaol 




ss. 




Bomsilcane 


bridewdl 








_ . . . 


Cahir ... 


bndewell 






65. 


_ . . . 


Cashel ... 


bridewell 


1 




66. 


- . - - 




bridewell 


2 






- . . - 


Nenagli ... 


bridewell 


1 




68. 


_ - . . 


New Birmingham 


bridewell 


1 




69. 


- . . . 


Newport ... 


bridewell - . 


1 






— . . . 


Roscrea ... 


bridewell 


_ 2 




71- 




Templemore 


bridewrfl 


— 1 






— . . . 


Thurles ... 


bridewell 


2 




73 - 




Tipperary 


bridewell - » 


— 1 




74 - 


Waterford 


Waterford 


county gaol 




75 - 


_ . - . 




city gaol ... 




76. 


_ . . _ 




house of coirection - 






_ - . - 


r»iiT>f.nr, 7 on 


bridewell 


2 


78. 


_ - . . 


Lismore ... 


bridewell 


— 1. 




Wexlwd - 


Wexford ... 


county gaol. 






_ . - . 


Enniscorthy 


bridewell 






..... 




bridewell 




82. 


_ . . . 


New Ross 


bridewell 


— 1. 


83. 


WicUow ... 


Wicklow - 


counpy gaol 




84. 


’ 


Baltinglass 


district bridewell 


— 1. 



K 2 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



ACCOUNT of Expeoditure in the several Gaols 



GAOLS. 


a. 

of 

Fnel. 


3. 

Number of 
^ree in (he 
Gaul. 


Nature 

of 


s. 

Average 
Number of 
Prisoners 
each day 


0. 

Bate of 
Diet 

per Head 


7. 

Total Amount 
of Dietary 
for the Year. 




1 ^ 1 ,. 














d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


Antrim - 


coal 




21 


mixed - 


142 




768 


10 


4 


92 




2 




























Correction -J 






15 


ditto 




sh 


495 




7i 


55 




9 


Armagh 


ditto 




15 


ditto 


78 


Ah 


50a 


13 


-i 


93 


- 


- 


Carlow - 


ditto 




12 


bread 


56 


6J 


495 




9 


36 


18 


4 


Cavan - 


turf 




21 


ditto 


112 




1,039 




8 


80 


- 


- 


Clare ... 


coal 




20 


mixed - 


76 


3i 


403 


8 


7r 


92 




3 


Cork - 


ditto 




57 


ditto 


218 


4 


1,298 


11 


5 i 


150 


_ 


_ 


- City 


ditto 




35 


bread 


127 


A\ 


842 


- 


8| 


165 


- 


- 


Donegal 


ditto 




36 


mixed 


80 


2 J 


306 


n 


11 


70 


_ 




Down - 


ditto 




i3 


ditto 


112 


3^ 


531 


13 


7 


92 




a 


Dublin - - - 


ditto 




30 


bread 


91 


5 


673 


17 


3 


184 


13 


2 


Fermanagh 


turf 




47 


potato - 


76 


3 


364 


- 


10 


93 




3 


Galway - . . 


ditto 




36 


bread 


103 


5 l 


929 




2j 


73 


16 


11 


- Town 


ditto 




13 


ditto 


34 


5i 


274 




1 


36 


18 


5 


Kerry - 


ditto 




16 


ditto 


86 


4i 


592 


1 


7i 


100 


_ 


_ 


Kildare • • • 


ditto 




13 


ditto 


38 


n 


452 


19 


Ah 


36 


18 


5 


Kilkenny 


coal 




19 


ditto 


48 


3 j 


252 


12 


Ah 


80 


_ 


- 


City 


ditto 




8 


ditto 


25 


5 


156 


16 


5i 


55 




_ 


King’s County 


turf 




14 


potato - 


57 




225 


6 


3i 


80 


- 


- 


Leitrim - 


ditto 




26 


mixed 


83 


2J 


482 


19 




120 




_ 


Limerick 


coal 




24 


ditto 


81 


3i 


403 


n 


Ah 


46 




1 


City 


ditto 




11 


ditto 


85 


3| 


475 


12 


2^ 


138 




3 


Londonderry - 


ditto 




25 


ditto 


70 


4 


327 




_ 




_ 


_ 


Longford 


turf 




51 


ditto 


78 


3| 


518 


3 




46 




1 


Louth - 


coal 




26 


ditto 


70 


3i 


275 


9 


3 




16 


10 


Drogheda - 


ditto 






ditto 


23 


3i 


too 


10 




27 


13 


10 1 


Mayo - 


ditto 




15 


bread 


94 


6 


927 


10 


7 i 




6 


a 1 


Meath • 


turf 




17 


potato - 


61 


2^ 


230 


10 




60 


_ 




Monaghan 


coal 




26 


mixed 


88 


2i 


343 


19 


7 


92 


6 


1^ ' 


Queen’s County 


turf 




13 


ditto 


54 


44 


339 


6 


8 


40 


_ 


_ 


Roscommon - 


ditto 




25 


ditto 


152 


5 


1.338 


I 


Ah 


93 


G 


2 


Sligo - 


coal 




41 


bread 


131 


Ah 


974 


9 


4j 


92 


6 


3 


Tipperary 


ditto 




32 


ditto 


190 


4S 


1,401 


_ 


_ 


ino 


_ 


_ 


Tyrone ► - - 


turf 




54 


mixed - 


118 


5 


038 


- 


3 h 


93 


4 


7i 


Waterford 


coal 




15 


ditto 


50 


Ah 


373 


18 


11 


80 






City 


ditto 




8 


bread 


30 




270 


15 


1 


83 


1 


8 


Westmeath - 


turf 




19 


mixed - 


71 


3i 


404 


18 


5 i 






_ 


Wexford 


coal 




22 


bread 


Co 


4i 


460 


15 


8t 




_ 


_ 


Wicklow 


ditto 




7 


potato - 


30 




■ 139 


4 


n 


46 


3 
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The preceding Account of Expenditure — fowfjHUerf. 



104. 13 - 
I 100 7 Tl 
104 - 7f 
84 12 g , 
109 17 
82 19 8 
217 iG 5 
125 B 6 
iGo - - 
98 i« 7 
177 18 - 
157 JO 3 



Kerry - 
Kildiire - 
Kilkeniiy 
- City 
King’s Cbunty 
L'eitrim 
Limerick 

City 

Londonderry - 
Lon^ord 

Drogheda - 
Mayo - 
Mehfli - 
Monaghan 
QOeen's’Coutrty 
Roscorafnon - 



Tipperary 
Tyrone - 
Waterford 
- City 
WesImeBtU - 
Wexford 
Wicklow 



16. 


1 


ID, 


1 


s». 






SI. 




2i, 


1 


CandiA, 


1 


MeditlneS, | 


SiaiioDFry. j 


Male 

Clothing. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. ». 




£. s. 


d. 


£• 


1. 


d. 


£. t. 


d. 


36 18 


S 


13 li 


lo 


«5 19 


- 


J7 


9 


= 


56 IS 


9 


3* 19 


- 


15 15 


- 


21 2 


4 


3 


u 


5^ 


15 14 




j6 15 


- 


8 2 


3^ 


52 U 


6 


7 


J5 


~ 


- - 




12 3 


10 


J4 7 


lO 


20 15 


5 


2 


16 


s 


“5 13 


6 


28 5 


4 


4 2 


6 


20 8 


3 


3 


3 


11 


107 19 


~ 


s3 10 


3 


9 10 


8 


26 19 




14 


11 


9 


6g 18 


a 


45 6 


10 


23 J4 


5 


98 8 


5k 


40 


13 


a 


28 a 


114 


s6 8 


9 


J4 3 


10 


62 19 


Ji 


17 


15 


9 


16 12 


- 


23 10 


- 


15 4 


6 


57 1 


7i 


s6 


4 


10 


53 4 


I 


J9 9 


5 


9 5 


5i 


3 5 


5 


11 


8 


6 


30 17 10 


15 3 


2 


I4 14 


4 


7 J4 


1 


99 


6 


- 


48 2 


7 


25 7 


8 


15 3 


- 


38 17 


10 


i6 


J 


3 


51 - 


2 


i8 7 


n 


17 J7 


11 


■ - 










■ - 




4 >9 


3 


3 3 


5 


2 18 


- 












12 2 


- 


27 13 


10 


77 


- 


11 


- 


4 


3 8 


- 


19 j€ 


- 


9 7 


6 


89 9 


74 


5 


- 


- 


11 13 


G 


15 10 


2 


4 19 


8 


i8 15 


- 


6 16 


1 


6 3 


9k\ 


7 - 


- 


3 10 


- 


20 12 


6 


2 


10 


- 


- 




8 s 


6 


4 15 


8 


19 18 


9 


5 


15 


11 


1 18 


6 


*9 13 


6i 


8 7 


Ji 


50 14 


8| 


, 30 


8 


64 


21 17 


84 


33 JO 


10 


11 6 


- 


20 8 


64 


! 29 


8 


2 


75 - 


114 


J3 7 


9 


11 4 iij 


27 13 10 I 


iG 


10 


5i 


17 5 


3 


SO 15 


Ji 


7 J4 


6 


24 3 


3 : 


n 


11 


2 


118 3 


- 


40 1 


6 


20 12 


4i 


12 - 




G 


7 


7 1 


27 12 


6 


10 8 


6 


9 4 


3 


29 11 


7 


18 


18 


2 


so 1 


3 


7 9 


6 


2 16 


- 


2 17 


9 


“ 


17 


G 


- * 




40 10 


2 


40 5 




33 18 


4 


15 


8 


10 




r 


18 -6 


7 


5 - 


- 


36 18 


6 


17 


5 


4 


19 10 


- 


21 9 


6 


8 5 


- 


1 8 4 


4 


37 


16 


6 


44 17 


8 


8 3 


3 


10 2 


11 


28 4 


2j 


12 


3 


-i' 


40 4 


9 


42 19 


9 


37 1-6 


9 


31 10 


- 


2 


9 


11 


so - 


- 


3 3 


2| 


27 4 


J 


- 12 


3 


24 


3 


7 


34 8 


€ 


30 16 


8 


21 10 


2 


107 10 


5 


21 


11 


9 






53 8 


3^ 


12 13 


11^ 


50 19 


2 


37 


19 


34 


88 19 


- 


3 - 


- 


4 18 


- 


17 G 


- 


2 


4 


8 


14 18 


- 


5 JO 


- 


5 6 


- 


33 6 


1 


3 


1 


3 


15 “ 


- 


26 11 


7h 


12 - 


- 


27 18 


G 








39 iG 


+ 4 


1,7 9 


- 


15 13 


- 


7G 11 


3 


5 


13 


2 


1 31 iG 


loi 


1 JO 5 


3 


4 4 


_ 




G 


4 










1 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL J 



RETURN of Work and Schools in the 



GA OLS. 


Works of 
Msle Vriioiicrs. 


Anonnt of 1 
U£t k'eor 


roat 


Whst Proportion 
given to Prisoners, 


Amount of Loss 
(if any) 
on Work last 
Year. 


Works of 
Female Prisoners. 


Amounl 


of Profit 
"ear. 








£. s. 


d. 


£. i. d. 


£. «. d. 




£. 




d. 




Antrim 


- none 










- none 










Belfast House 
of Correction. 


stone breaking 
and weaving. 


262 8 1 




- none ■ 


- none . 


spinning, washing, 
&c. 


30 


■ 


- 




Armagh 


- ditto 










ditto 






- 




Carlow 


stone breaking • 








- - ■ 


spinning, washing, 
and plain work. 


- 








Cavan 


- ditto 










spinning and wash- 
ing. 










Clare 


- ditto 








... 


- ditto 










Cork - 


- ditto 










- ditto 










City - 


ditto 










- ditto 










Donegal 


stone breaking 
weaving. 


69 15 


10 


4 12 10 




ditto 


27 


13 


3 




Do™- - - 


stone breaking 
and trades. 






2 13 10 




- ditto 










Fermanagh 


• ditto 






. 




• ditto 


9 


9 


6 




Galwav Town 


none 










' none 










— County 


- »»ne - 










spinning, sewing, 
&c. 










Kerry 












- ditto 


5 


15 


2 




Kildare 


stone breaking - 










washing and plain 










liilkenny - 


pounding and 


1 2 


G 






spinning, washing, 
&c. 






3 




City - 


breaking stones - 










spinning - 










King’s County 










wasliing and plain 










Leitrim 


stone breaking - 


55 - 




one tliird - 




• ditto 


30 




4i 




Limerick 


- ditto 










spinning and plain 


* 








> City - 


none 








... 


- none 










Londonderry 


stone breaking • 


98 14 


7 


32 18 2 




spinning and wash, 
ing. 


9 


4 


7 




Longford - 


ditto 


3 3 


- 






ditto 


- 




7 




Louth 


ditto 


3 la 


5 


1 4 1 1 




spinning - 










Drogheda - 


- ditto 


» 7 


7 
















Mayo 


none 




















Meath 


stone breaking • 


5 6 


8 


one third - 




spinning, washing, 
&c. 


3 


4 


2 




Monaghan - 


stone breaking and 
weaving. 


1 3 


10 


_ 8 ~ 




spinning, plain 
work, &c. 




7 


- 




Queen’s County - 


none 










making clotliing 






- 




Roscommon 


stone breaking • 










spinning and knit- 
ting. 










Sligo - 


stone breaking and 
weaving. 


8 10 


■ 


one third • 


■ 


spinning, washing, 
&c. 




3 


10 




Tipperary - 










- ditto 










Tyrone - - 


stone breaking and 


6 12 




242 




knitting and plain 










Waterford - 


none 










ditto 


15 


1 


10 




City - 


(in house of cor^ 
rection.) 










ditto 










Westmeath 












. none 










Wexford - 


stone breaking 
and net making. 








- 8 4 


spinning aud wash- 
ing. 










Wicklow 


• ditto 








4 - - 


knitting, washing, 
and sewing. 










Dublin 


none 










plain work and 
knitting, 


38 


17 










I 
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st^veral Gaols in Ireland, 1829. 



Wbat Proportion 


Amount of Loss 




To what Purpose 


la any and what | 






of Profit 


(ifanj) 


Tread-Wheel. 


h the Power of 




Male School. 


'emale ifeebooJ. 


gi«n 10 Priso.te.1. 


on Work la>t Year. 


1 


the Wheel applied ? 


Che Tread-W heel? 1 

1 






£. d. 


£. s. d. 









in operation 


n operation. 


. none - 




none 






- ditto 


- ditto. 


. . 


. 


- none 






- none - 


- ditto. 






in operation 


none - 




in operation 


- ditto. 






in operation 


to raise water - 




- ditto 


- ditto. 


one third 




- ditto - 


- ditto - 




- ditto 

- ditto 


- ditto. 
• ditto. 






- ditto • 


ditto - 




- ditto 


- ditto. 






. none 






- ditto 


- I^ttO. 


one third 




in operation 


- none 




- ditto 


• ditto. 


3 3 a 




- ditto - 


raising water 




- ditto 


- ditto. 






in operation 






in operation 


in operation. 


tliree fourths • 




- ditto - 






- ditto 


• ditto. 




none 






- cdtto 


• ditto. 




. . . 


in operation 


pounding hemp 




- ditto 


• ditto. 




. 








„or.o - 


- ditto. 






- none 






in operation 


- ditto. 






in operation 


raising water 




- ditto 


- ditto. 






- ditto 


scutching flax 




• ditto 


- ditto. 






• ditto - 






- ditto 


- none. 


3 1 6 




none 






- ditto 


in operation. 


- 18 7 




in ^eratioii 


raising water 
- ditto • 




- ditto 

- ditto 

in operation 


• ditto. 
- ditto. 


one third 




in operation 


raising water 




in operation. 


■ - 9 - 




- ditto 


- ditto - 




- ditto 


- ditto. 


one third of value 




- none 




... 


- ditto 


- ditto 


of earnings. 
- ditto 


1 - - ■ 


in operation 


raising water 


... 


- ditto 


- ditto. 


one third 




- ditto 


. ditto - 




- ditto 


■ ditto. 






- ditto 






- ditto 


- ditto. 




1 . . . 


- ditto - 


raising water 




- ditto 


- ditto. 




1 - - - 


■ ditto 






- none - 


■ ditto. 






- ditto 






in operation 


- ditto. 






- ditto - 


raising water 




' ditto 


- ditto. 






• ditto - 




- ditto 


- ditto. 






- ditto - 






- ditto . 


• ditto. 


12 19 3 




- ditto 






- ditto 


- ditto. 



48. 
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?8 APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



ACCOUNT of tlie Annual Expenses of Subsistence of Prisoners in the sevwal Bridewells in 
Ireland; taken from the four Quarterly Returns of the Year ending 31 December 1839^ 
7 Geo. IV. c. 74. a, 95. 



BRIDEWELL. 



Donegal 

Down 

Galway 



King's 
Kilkenny • 



Antrim 
Ballymena 
Ballyinoney - 
Lisburn 



Ballybot 

Lu^an 

Market bill • 
Newtown Hamilton 



Ennistymon • 
Kilrush 

Six-mile-bridge 
Tulla . 

Bandon 
Bantry - 
Charleville 
Clonakilty 

Dunmanway 

Fermoy 

Kanlurk 

Maeroom 

Mallow 

Midleton 

Milstreet 

Mitchelstown 



Newry 

Bailinasloe 

Clifden 

Eyrecouit 

Gort 

Loughrca 
Tuam - 
Woodford 



Caherciveen - 

Castle Island 

Dingle 

Kenmare 

Killamey 

Listowel 

Miltown 

Tarbert 

Parsonstown - 



BUIDEWELL. 



YEARLY EXPENSE 



6 3 5i 



7 19 8i 



7 5 81 
9 5 9i 
51 9 4i 
16 7 7i 
13 5 10 

37 18 7 

9 12 3^ 

Nil. 

33 18 8 
976 

38 13 4j 



296 i8 1 
3 10 8 
58 3 4 



District Bridewell 
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Bridewell Expenses — continued. 



COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


CHARGE 

BRIDEWELL. 


YEARLY EXPENSE 
to Oie 
COUNTY. 


Leitrim - - - 


Manor Hamilton ... 


£. s. d. 
5 l6 - 


£. t. d. 


Limerick ... 


Bruff ..... 

Given 

Kilfinnan .... 

Newcastle ... - 

Rathkeale .... 


15 9f 

6 17 5 
24a 
14 1 9r 
12 10 t>i 




Loudonderry 


Coleraine .... 
Magherafelt .... 
Newtown Limivady 


15 2 5 
24 »7 9 
9 15 6 




Louth - , . 


Ardee 


3 10 6 




Mayo 


Ballinrobe .... 


7 1 


4 




Meath ... 


Kells . . . . 1 

Navan . - . . j 


Nil. 




ILonaghan 


Carrickmacross ... 

Castleblayney ... 


16 8 
23 11 a 




lloBConimon 


Athlone .... 

Boyle ..... 
Castlerea - - . ' 

Strokestown 


Nil. 

12 13 6 
Nil. 




Sligo ... 


Ballymotc .... 


>5 7 > 




Tipperary . - - 


Bomsikane .... 
Cahir ..... 

Cashel 

Clogheen .... 

Nenagh .... 

New Birmingham ... 
Newport .... 

Roscrea .... 

Templemore .... 
Thuries .... 

Tipperary .... 


4 19 7 
17 7 7 
40 16 3 

8 3a 
70 15 2 

9 15 10 
7 15 

35 6 ~ 
17 - 5f 
34 15 6 

374 




Tyrone - - 


Clogher .... 

Dungaimon .... 
Strabane .... 


ao 17 11 

f Not paid through 
1 Quarterly Heturos. 
" 11 3 8| 




Waterford 


Dungarvan .... 
Lismore .... 


26 3 2 1- 
Nil. 




Westmeath 


Moate .... 


.6 . 


6 




Wexford ... 


Enniscorthy ... 

New Ross ... - 


10 11 - 
9 18 3 
7 - 1 




Wicklow ... 


Baltinglass .... 


District Bridewell. 





La 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OP INSPECTORS GENERAL 



RETURN of Lunatics and Idiots confined, 1 829 ; not in District Asylums. 



COUNTY. 


ASYLUM. 


N«u« of Asylum. 




^pile|>ay. 


Ma 

durable. 


hcurabli' 


TOTAL 


Wlist District Asylum 
and other Obserratious. 




Richmond - 


for curables 


j 


7 


150 


128 


286 






House of Industry 


incurables 


55 






333 


474 






St. Patrick's - 


private 




2 


3 


”3 


136 






Donnybrook 


ditto ... 


1 


1 


2 


9 


13 






Hnglass 


ditto • 






2 


20 


22 






Ditto 


ditto - 


1 






22 


31 


1 




Ditto 


ditto - - - 




1 


20 


21 


4* 


[ 




Hampstead - 


ditto - 






9 




9 




Antrim 


Carrickfergus 


gaol - 












Belfast. 




Belfast 














Ditto. 


Armagh 


Armagh 


gaol - 




' 


2 




2 


Armagh. 




Loughgal 


private 








3 


3 


Ditto. 


Carlow 


Carlow 






2 


I 


2 


5 


Carlow (not built). 




Ennis - - - 


house of industry - 






1 






Limerick, 


Cavan 


Cavan • - . 






3 


2 




5 


Armagh. 


Cork - 


Cork - . - 


house of industry • 


29 


17 


72 


166 


284 


None. 




Ditto - 


private 




1 


2 


4 


7 






Ditto - 


ditto - 








3 


3 




T^nTim m m 


Downpatrick 


gaol • 




1 


1 


2 


4 


Belfast. 




Ditto • 


private 






2 


4 




Ditto. 


Donegal 


Lifford 


county asylum 


5 


2 


I 


11 


»9 


Londonderry. 


Fermanagh 


Enniskillen - 


gaol - 








1 


1 


Armagh. 


Galway 


Galway 


gaol ' 








3 


3 


None. 




lown ot Galway - 










2 


a 


None. 




Tralee - 


old gaol 












Limerick. 


Kildare 


Naas - 


gaol ■ 






2 




2 


Carlow (not built). 


Kilkenny - 


Kilkenny 


county asylum 


4 


2 


3 


9 




Ditto. 




City of Kilkenny - 


. 








12 


>3 


Ditto. 




Philipstown - 


gaol - 








1 


1 


Maryboro’ (not buill). 




Camck-on*&hannon 




2 




2 


2 








Limerick 


house of industry - 


11 


16 


1 


14 


43 


Limerick. 


Londonderry 


Londonderry 


house of indugrry - 


3 


2- 




14 


19 


Londonderry. 


Longford - 


Longford 


gaol - 




1 


3 




4 


None. 




Dundalk 














None. 




Drogheda 








- 










CasUebar 


old gaol 




5 


12 


10 


33 


None. 




Tnm • - - 






I 


2 




3 


Marybnro' (notboillX 




Monaghan - 


gaol - 












Armagh. 




Maryborough 


gaol - 


I 




1 


1 


3 






Roscommon •. 


old gaol 


11 




9 


7 




None. 




Sli^ ... 




4 


3 




4 


'9 


None. 




Clonroell 


house of industry - 


9 


2 


11 


26 


48 


None. 




Omagh 


gaol - - ■ 




1 


21 


2 


H 


Londonderry. 




Waterford - 


house of industry - 


38 


5 


15 




i>9 


None- 




Mullingar 


gaol - 








I 


a 






Wexford 


house ot industry - 


5 


1 


5 


29 


40 


Carlow (not built) 


Wicklow - 


Wicklow 


gaol - 












Ditto 






Total - - 


207 


168 


374 


1,040 


1,789 






Total 


in District Asylums; 


see General Report 




308 








Gross Total in Ireland 




2,097 





Note.—V the numbers in this Return do not agree with those to be found in the Special Reports through 
our Appendix, it is lobe observed, that this Return states them as they stood September 10th, 1829— the 
Special Reports as on the day of inspection in each case. 



It is obvious from this Return, that even of the inadequate description of accommodation which small 
houses of industry andgaols afford, provision is very partially made in those counties which are not attached 
to district asylums. TOs Return affords, therefore, no adequate criterion by which to estimate the numbers 
of insane persons which the counties contain; for instance, in Galway, Kildare, Westmeath, King's and 
Queen's Counties, Longford, Meath and Wicklow, the numbers under care do not exceed an averse of 
a i to each county ; whereas, in Wexford, Tipperary, Roscommon, Mayo, Kilkenny and Waterford, the 
awrage is nearly 50 to each county. Neither of these classes of counties are as yet included in any district 
asylum. It is surely impossible to impute the great difference in these two averages to the state of insanity 
in the respective counties, but it must be imputed to the care of some and the neglect of others ; and surely 
this fact affords an unanswerable ai^ument in favour of the general extension of the system of district 
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ON THE GAOLS, &,c. OF IRELAND. 



SUMMARY STATEMENTS of the Number of Persons charged with Criminal Offences, who 
were Committed to the different Gaols in Ireland, for Trial at the Assizes and Sessions, held for 
the several Counties, Cities, Towns and Liberties therein, during the last seven Years; distinguishing 
the Number in each Year ; and showing the nature of the Crimes respectively of which they were 
Convicted, Acquitted, and with which those were charged against whom no Bills were found, and 
who were not Prosecuted ; — also, the Sentences of those Convicted ; and the Number Executed who 
received Sentence of Death ; from 1823 to 1829, inclusive. 



NUMBER of PERSONS chafed with Criminal Offences, committed to the different Gaols in Ireland, 
for Trial, in each County. 



In the Years - - - - 


1823. 


1824. 


1825. 


1826. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 




Number 


Number 


Number 


Number 


Number 


Number 


Number 




Persons. 


Persons. 


P.I., 




Persons. 


Persons. 


P™"' 


Antrim - 


396 


464 


459 


577 


427 


454 


338 


Armagh - 


34> 


334 


334 


348 


578 


549 


490 


Carlow - 


163 




159 


199 


273 


228 


158 


Cavan - - - - - - 


531 


569 


540 


359 


461 


301 


280 


Clare 


406 


357 


365 


412 


344 


215 


215 


Cork - - 




836 


1.075 


1.172 


1,488 


976 


969 


Cork City - 


339 


264 


374 


385 


490 


483 


423 


Donegal - 


190 


314 


465 


557 


542 


472 


527 


Down ------- 


237 


257 


326 


426 


446 


270 


346 


Dublin 


273 




393 


418 


506 


393 


366 


Dublin City - 


2,065 


2,133 


2.120 


2,091 


2,122 


1.982 


2,096 


Fermanagh - 


184 


364 


349 


307 


278 


277 


357 


Galway ------ 


611 


486 


536 


577 


451 


458 


394 


Galway Town ...... 


72 


167 




109 


73 


136 


337 


Kerry ------- 


772 


716 


719 


766 


1,099 


944 


639 


Kildare - 


381 


328 


289 


357 


138 


78 


325 


Kilkenny - 


328 


400 


304 


311 


364 


221 


»74 


Kilkenny City 


61 


64 


87 


91 


• 137 


115 


log 


King’s County 


358 


316 


267 


334 


543 


563 


576 


Leitrim - 


230 


431 


520 


511 


.391 


380 


372 


Limerick - - - - • 


368- 




332 


356 


536 






Limerick City - 


358 




348 


376 


345 


255 


346 


Londonderry - 


385 


314 


314 


301 


405 


237 


992 


Longford - 


322 


416 


321 


334 


389 


330 


404 


Louth ....... 


93 


138 


125 


150 


300 


218 




Drogheda Town ------ 


39 




64 


65 






34 


Mayo • 




152 


260 


229 


319 


346 




Meath - 




287 


369 


322 


320 


212 




Monaghan 


465 


376 


366 


365 


447 


352 


321 


Queen’s County ------ 


222 


267 


265 


298 


373 


189 


388 


Roscommon ------ 


385 


412 


445 


535 


424 


456 


455 


Sligo 


59» 


603 


600 


575 


427 


402 


559 


Tipperary 


395 


396 


376 


450 


755 


519 




Tyrone - 


443 


455 


347 


379 


410 


330 


289 


Waterford ------- 


177 


228 


210 


226 


366 


224 


910 


Waterford City ------ 


173 


137 


178 


223 


160 


145 




Westmeath ------- 




426 


403 


436 


342 


288 




Wexford ----- - - 


174 


334 


299 


245 


287 


179 




Wicklow ------- 


162 




144 


147 


214 


103 


156 


Total - - - 


14,63a 


15.258 


15,5*5 


16,318 


18,031 


14.683 


15.271 



L3 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 




NUMBER of Persons Coranutted, Convicted, Sentenced, Acquitted, &c. &c. 



See the folldwii^, pages for their Crimes, and also for the number Executed. 
James Palmei', "] 

B. B. I".p™tor..Gcno.l of 



In the. Years - - - I 


1823. 


1824. 


1825. 


1826. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


Total 






- — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Number 






Nciober 


Number 


Numbet 


Number 


Number 


Number 


Number 


in the 




PeraoDS. 


Perwm. 


Persona. 


Perwns. 


PeraouL 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Years. 


Committed 


FOR Trial : 


















Viz'. Males - 




12,240 ' 


12.444 


12,563 


13.268 


14.598 


11,919 


12,471 


89,503 


Females 




2.39a 


2,814 


2.952 


3,050 


3.433 


2,764 


2,800 


20,205 




Total - - - 


14.632 


15.258 


15.515 


16,318 


18,031 


1 

14,683 


15,271 


109,708 


Convicted 


AND Sentenced : 


















To Death * - 




241 


295 


181 


281 


346 


211 


224 


1,779 


Transporta tio: 


n, for Life 


27 


26 


45 


49 


118 


66 


51 


382 




! 


















' 








/O2 












r 3 Years 






6 


. 


. 


3 


2 


17 


j 


1 a Years, and above! 
I Year - -J 


115 


76 


108 


98 


69 


75 


90 


631 


Imprisonment 


2 Years, and above! 
6 Months -J 


621 


745 


785 


883 


947 


880 


919 


5,780 




-GMonths, and under 


5.370 


5.495 


6.365 


6,283 


6,846 


6,449 


6,526 


43,334 


Roo - - 




285 


390 


331 i 


328 


851 


900 


876 


3,961 


TotaL Convicted ... 

\ 


7.285 


7.743 


8,571 


8,716 


10,207 


9.269 


9,449 


61,239 


■ i Acquitted 

i 


2,693 


2,901 


2,389 


2,770 


3,059 


2,245 


2,622 


18,679 


No Bills Found 


4.473 


4.431 


4,392 


4.645 


4,461 


3,078 


3,200 


28,680 


Baile> 


d, and'not Prosecuted 


181 


184 


163 


187 


304 


91 








Total ... 


14.632 


1 

15.25B 


'5.515 


16,318 


18,031 


14,683 


15,271 


109,708 


» Of whom Were 


Executed 


61 


60 


18 


34 


37 


0. 


38 


269 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



Nature of the CRIMES of which Pc 



Abduction - 
Assault - 

with intent to murder - 

. with intent to ravish 

with intent to ravish female infants 

— — witli intent to rob 
Bestiality ...... 

Bigamy ..... 

Burglary ..... 

Cattle stealing (not otherwise described) 
Child stealing .... 

Coining - - . . . 

Combination . . . . , 

Conspiracy to murder - . , 

to rob . . . - ; 



Cutting and wounding persons (feloniously) 
Distilluig illegally .... 
Embezzlement ..... 
Embezzling letters from Post-office ; • 
Fojgery . - - . - 1 - 

— ■ of Bank notes and uttering - , - 

Having fbtged Bank notes in possession 
Forgery of stamps - 

uttering ..... 

Fraud in obtaining money under false preten 
Gaol breaking . !. . . 

Highway robbery - - 

Horse stealing ..... 
Houghing, maiming, and killing cattle - 
Larceny (not otherwise described) - 
■ from house and house-breaking 

I from shop ..... 
from person .... 



Mail robbery 4 
Manslaughter j 
Misdemeanor (not otherwise > 

Murder • i 

females of their infants 

concealing the birth of ditto 

Oaths, administering and taking unlawfully 
Perjury ....... 

Pig stealing ...... 

Plundering wrecked ships - - . . 

Rape 

. accessary and aiding in - ' . 

Receiving and liaving in possession stolen goods 
Returning from transportation before time 
Riotous assembly • - . - . 

— — appearing armed by night ... 
— . (attacking dwelling-houses, or otherwise" 
felonious) - . - - . 1 

Robbery of arms ..... 

Seditious practices - . 

Sheep stealing, & killing same with intent to steal 
Shouting at persons ..... 

Sodomy ------- 

Stealing from bleach green .... 

Taking and holding forcible possession 
Treason (high) ...... 

Treasonable practices ..... 

Unlawfully marrying persons ... 
Uttering counterfeit coin .... 

Varney ....... 

Writing and sending threatening letters • 

Total Number of Persons convictedl 
in each Year - - • -j 



described) 



1 1 1833- 


1824. 


1825. 


182C. 


1837. 


1828. 


1829. 












Number 












of 


of 




Persons. 




Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


10 


3 


3 


12 


15 


1, 


8 






6 


4 


17 


5 


4 








3.167 


3.667 


.3.639 


3.804 


10 






27 


47 


48 


40 


8 


8 


C 


10 


13 


20 


18 


1 1 


1 


1 


1 




3 


— 


18 


50 


‘5 


12 


20 


12 


20 


1 


a 




1 


12 


21 


2 


83 


102 


87 


109 


125 


48 


52 


79 


153 


137 


119 


](«> 


87 


9 










5 


7 




9 


n 


i6 


4 


16 


7 


3 


«3 


13 


22 






13 








1 








7 


8 


3 






1 


6 


— 


4 


10 


10 


33 


25 


3 


41 


9 


1 1 






23 




IS 


1.057 


, 9*2 


994 


824 


693 


652 


617 


to 


14 




13 




5 




5 


7 


7 


7 


6 


7 


5 


15 




22 


19 


25 








5 


8 


6 


5 






21 


29 


23 


21 


46 


20 










3 




4 




25 


74 


42 


57 




30 


34 


25 


34 








48 














6 




880 


974 


1.033 


1,115 


1,706 


1,378 


890 


175 


303 


198 


188 


320 


260 


491 


39 


Co 


63 


86 


107 


119 


275 


72 


102 


101 


137 


169 


121 


400 


9 


1 


2 






5 


— 


&9 


51 




96 


94 


82 


143 


1.147 


1.296 


1.557 




1.352 




1,168 


47 


85 


48 


48 


67 


60 


54, 


3 








1 


3 


10 


10 




10 


8 


6 


6 




7 


9 


13 


6 


12 


9 


16 


3 




4 


* _ * 


* — ’ 


Z 


39 






5 








17 






4 










no 


112 


no 


136 


117 


95 


1.57 


228 


261 


364 


489 


C54 


3 oi 




10 


8 


7 


8 


11 


8 


8 


} -* 


20 


8 


12 


25 


25 


39 


9 


3 




i 6 


7 


3 






35 












J 50 


76 


85 


146 


150 


82 


67 


5 


9 


3 




7 


3 




10 


fi 


4 


7 


9 


2 






23 






43 


23 


33 


39 


50 


85 


91 


113 


78 * 




239 


186 


134 


115 


137 


85 








3 


3 






1 


• 7.285 


7.743 


8.571 


8,716 


10,207 


9.269 


9.449 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



rature of tbe CRIMES fo 
Tried and Aquitted, 

In the Years 



Abduction 

Arson 

Assault 

- with intent to murder - . • 

■ with intent to ravish . . . 

with intent to ravish female in&nts 

with intent to rob 

Bestiality ...... 

Bigamy ...... 

Burglary ...... 

Cattle stealing (not otherwise described) 
Child stealing .... 

Coining ..... 

Combination .... 

Conspiracy to murder - 



Cutting and wounding persons (feloniously) - 
DistilUno illegally - ... 

Embezrlement ...... 

Embezzling letters from Post-office 
Forgery - - . . - 

— . of Bank notes, and uttering ... 
Having forged Bank notes in possession 
Forgery of.stamps ..... 

■ ■ • uttering ...... 

Fraud in obtaining money under false pretences 
Gaol breaking ...... 

Highway robbery ..... 

Horse stealing ...... 

Houghing, maiming and killing cattle 
Larceny (not otherwise described) - 

from house (and housebreaking) 

— — from shop ...... 

from person . ... . 

Mail robbery ...... 

Manslaughter ...... 

Misdemeanor (not otherwise described) - 
Murder ....... 

■ — females of their infents ... 
concealing the birth of ditto - 

Oaths, administering and taking unlawfully - 

P^ury 

Pig stealing ...... 

Plundering wrecked skips .... 

Rape - - 

■ ■ — accessary and aiding in ... 

Receiving and having in possession stolen goods 
Returning from transportation before time 
Riotous assembly . - - . - ; 

appearing armed by night - - - ■ 

— — (attacking dwelling-houses, or otherwise*) 

felonious) . ... .j 

Robbery of arms 

Seditious practices ..... 

Sheep steding,& killing same with intent to steal 
Shooting at persons ..... 

Sodomy ....... 

Stealing from bleach green - 

Taking and holding forcible possession - 

Treason (high) ...... 

Treasonable practices ..... 

Unlawfully marrying persons ... 
Uttering counterfeit coin . . . - 

Vagrancy 

Writing and sending threatening letters - 

Total Number of Persons Acquitted) 
in each Year - . . -J 
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DN THE GAOLS, 8tc. OF IRELAND. 



NO BILLS FOUND, AND NOT PROSECUTED. 



Natoreof the CfUMESwilh which I 
against whciD no £jlls were fou 
Prosecuted, 

In the Years ■ 



Abduction - - - ‘ - 

Assault ...... 

— . with intent to murder ... 
- with intent to ravish ... 

with intent to ravish female infants - 

with intent to rob ... 

Bestiality 

Bigamy ...... 

Burglary ...... 

Catde stealing, (not otherwise described . 

Child stealing 

Coining ------ 

Combination ..... 

Conspiracy to murder - 






uily) - 



Cow stealing 

Cutting and wounding persons (feloi 
Distilling illegally ... 

Embezzlement .... 

Embezzling letters from Post-office 
Forgery ..... 

- — of Bank notes, and uttering - 
Having forged Bank 

Foigery of stamps - - - . - 

uttering - 

Fraud in obtaining money under false pretences 
Gaol breaking ...... 

Highway robbery ..... 

Horse stealing ...... 

Houghing, maiming and killing cattle 
Larceny, (not othwwise described) 

— — from house, (and housebreaking) - 
- — ■ from shop 

- — from person - - - - - 

Mail robbery ...... 

Manslaughter ...... 

Misdemeanor, (not otherwise described) 
Murder - . 

females of their infants - 

concealing the birth of ditto ... 

Oaths, administering and taking unlawfully 
Perjury - 

Pig stealing ..... 

Plundering wrecked ships - 

accessory and aiding in ... 

Receiving, and having in possession stolen goods 
Returning from transportation before time 
Riotous assembly ..... 

- appearing armed by night ... 

- — - (attacking dwelling houses, or otherwise) 

felonious) - - ... .j 

Robbery of arms - - - - ' - 

Seditious practices ..... 
Sheep stealing, & killing same with intent to steal 
Shooting at persons ..... 
Sodomy 

Stealing from bleach green .... 
'i'aking and holding forcible possession • 
Treason (high) 

Treasonable practices 

Unlawfully marrying persons 

Uttering counterfeit coin - - - . 

Vagrancy 

Writing and sending threatening letters •• 

Total Number of Persons against whom no Bills) 
were found, and who were not prosecuted in 
each Year -I 



18 3- 


1824. 


1825. 


1826, 


1827. 


1S28. 


1829. 




Number 


Number 














of 




of 






Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons, 


Persons. 


Persons. 




34 


37 


24 


34 


34 


36 










22 




14 


712 


693 


863 


778 


922 


801 


751 


33 


20 




33 


29 




25 


16 


5 


14 


13 




14 


18 


1 


4 






1 




1 


19 


33 


20 


35 


24 


23 


12 






2 




2 




2 






3 






7 


5 


120 


36 


78 


102 




Cl 


53 


128 


155 




126 




65 


9 




3 


5 




5 


— 


— 


5 


5 


3 


2 


1 


4 


— 


24 


59 


15 


10 


2 




9 


21 


14 


12 




13 




23 


17 


11 


5 


17 


8 


\ 


28 




30 


»7 


35 


23 


10 


21 


129 


91 


34 


32 




5 


12 


13 


5 


4 




9 




10 












1 


1 


10 


5 




9 




12 




11 


22 


22 


13 


12 


11 


5 


I 


5 


5 


5 


2 


3 





jg 


25 


37 


27 




18 


15 






3 






e 


2 


26 


33 


Co 


37 


51 


17 


19 


56 


59 




55 


«7 


33 


37 






5 






3 


14 


793 


865 


797 


885 


861 








229 


232 


igt) 


192 


114 




36 


45 


62 




58 


45 


55 


108 


140 


139 


150 


126 


87 


217 


9 


5 




3 






— 


9 


12 












639 


588 


630 


699 


592 


336 


438 


112 


146 


155 


173 


181 


139 


145 


17 


10 


3 


9 


7 


2 


4 


.3 


3 


5 


4 


7 


4 


5 


’7 


45 




52 


23 


22 


15 


10 


14 


13 


23 


24 


5 


14 














14 


9 




4 


3 








155 


158 


170 


185 


173 


146 


130 


7 


3 


6 


2 


4 




— 


15a 


139 


140 


151 


165 


71 


74 


86 


80 


85 


172 


■94 


122 


130 


35 


35 


20 


'3 


10 




4 


33 


32 


26 


34 


47 • 


17 


53 


>5 


7 


8 


11 


4 


2 


13 


130 




2 


5 


1 


4 


8 


62 


89 


99 


119 


105 


53 


41 


J9 


21 


20 


11 


19 


22 


21 




1 






2 


1 


— 


>3 


5 


4 


5 






2 


56 


52 


37 




44 


40 


32 




1 


4 




“ 






>9 


29 


35 


.37 


2?) 






«97 


202 


176 


181 


153 


98 


118 


10 








10 


17 


9 


4.473 


4.431 


4.392 


4,645 


4,461 


3,078 


3,200 



4^- 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTil REPORT OF INSPECTORS t^ENERAL. 



i 



TOTAL. 



Natnro of the CRIMES with wliicli Persona wrre cliai^dl 

III the Years . • - 


1823. j 


1824. 


1825. ! 


1826. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 




Number 1 


Number 


Number 1 


Number 


Nomber 


Number 


Number 


— 


Perrons. 1 


PerBUi. 


Fenoiu. ! 


Persons. 




Peesons. 


Persons. 


Abduction 




48 


43 


43 


59 


60 


61 




96 


56 


44 


44 


58 




30 


Assault - 








4.357 


5.065 


4,85b 


5.256 


with intent to murder - - - 






38 




91 


75 


76 


with intent to ravish .... 




16 


20 


23 


36 


37 


40 


with intent to ravish female infants 






1 


1 


1 


3 




with intent to rob .... 


53 




53 




57 


43 


42 , 


Bestiality - 




3 




2 


1 


2 


Bigamy ....... 










29 




9 


Burglary 

Cattle stealing (not otherwise described) - 


271 


302 


195 


284 


318 


167 




274 


402 


353 


349 


353 


193 


22 


Child stealing ....-• 






13 








— 


Coining ....... 




31 




14 


28 


13 


4 


Combination ...... 


48 


84 


40 


20 




14 


26 


Conspiracy to murder ----- 


25 


15 


13 


30 




15 


44 


to rob 








27 






3 


Cow stealing ...... 




10 




23 


25 


3 


103 


Cutting and wounding persons (feloniously) 






44 


50 


65 


28 


45 


Distilling illegally 


1.342 


1.151 


1.047 


898 


707 


669 


649 


Embezzlement 


31 


26 


16 


30 


31 




39 


Embezzling letters from Post-office 


3 


3 


4 


7 


2 


16 


Forgery ....... 




19 


19 


20 


23 




— of Bank notes, and uttering ... 








54 


54 




25 


Having forged Bank notes in possession 




11 


24 


24 


14 


13 


— 


Forgery of stamps . . - . - 




1 


2 




5 


— 


— 


— uttering ...... 








69 




I 


— 


Fraud in obtaining money under false pretences 


48 


64 


75 


93 


43 


46 


Gaol breaking ------ 




3 


5 


5 


3 


11 




Highway robbery ------ 




151 


123 


138 


209 






Horse stealing ...... 




106 


128 


134 


190 




105 


Houghing, maiming and killing cattle 


11 


4 


6 


..9 


17 


14 




Larceny (not otherwise described - - - 


2,218 




2,372 


2.662 


3.278 


2,344 


1.537 


from house (and house-breaking) - 






545 


517 


682 


477 




irom shop .----- 




138 




164 


203 


190 


404 


from person - 


226 


323 


323 


374 


384 


280 


780 


Mail robbery ...... 








3 


1 




— 


Manslaughter - 


83 


78 


77 


133 


107 


92 


197 


Misdemeanor (not otherwise described - 






2,485 


2,424 




1,853 


1,801 


Murder 




426 


345 


397 


415 


331 


336 


■ females of their infants ... 




16 






18 






. concealing the birth of ditto ... 


6 




5 




11 




19 


Oaths, administering and taking unlawfully - 




60 


28 


79 


38 


33 


16 


Peiiury ....... 




33 


27 


37 


48 


33 


37 


Pig stealing ...... 
















Plundering wrecked ships . 


16 






4 


2 


2 


13 






212 


217 


237 


239 


205 


194 


■ accessaiy and tuding in - 

Receiving anif having in possession stolen goods 


10 




11 


4 


9 


14 




350 


! 371 


337 


411 


399 


251 


333 


Returning from transportation before time 










3 


3 




Riotous assembly .... - 




358 


495 


725 


857 


1,001 


928 


aopearing armed by night ... 






29 


27 




19 


— 


■ (attacking dwelling houses, or otherwise, 

felonious) 


90 


j 85 


55 


54 


108 


53 


126 


Robbery of arms 


31 


1 18 


21 


52 


14 


7 


27 


Seditious practices ..... 




\ 121 


17 




4 


9 




Sheep stealing, Skilling same with intent to steal 


143 


1 242 


260 


375 


371 


175 


149 


Shooting at persons 




50 


38 


25 


42 


33 


57 


Sodomy ....... 
















Stealing from bleach green .... 






10 


14 




3 


9 


Taking and holding forcible possession - 


118 








124 


107 




Treason (high) ...... 








— 


— 


— 


— 


Treasonable practices - . - - - 


106 


I 


4 


1 


— 


— 


— 


Unlawfully marrying persons - - . - 


1 




4 


5 


1 


1 


2 


Uttering connteneit coin . - - . 


88 


1 121 


157 


174 


192 


154 


138 


Vagrancy - 


486 


1 419 

' 11 




31a 


324 


234 


356 


Writbg and sending threatening letters • 


>7 


13 


1 13 


12 


23 


10 


Total Number ofPetsousforTrial.ineich Ye«r 






15.352 


1 16,131 


17,727 


14.593 


15,271 


Bailed, not Prosecuted - - - . 


181 


184 


163 


1 187 


304 


91 


“ 


Total Number of Pwsons charged with 
Crime in each Year - 


14,632 


.15.358 


1 15.515 


1 16,318 


18,031 


14,683 


15,271 
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SENTENCED TO DEATH. 



CRIMES for which Persona received! 
















Total 


Sentence of Death. [ 


1823. 


1834. 


1825. 


1836. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


In the Years • -J 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


in the 








Number 


Nnmber 




Number 


Number 






of 


of 










Years. 




PerwDt. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Persons. 


Abduction - 


4 


3 


4 


8 


12 


4 


8 


42 


Arson 


18 




3 


3 


3 


4 


2 


39 


Assault with intent to murder - 






- 


- 


1 




8 


9 


Bestiality ..... 


_ 




_ 




— 


- 




_ 


Burglary ..... 


83 


84 


35 


73 


65 


26 


33 


398 


Cattle stealing (cows and pigs) 


4 


10 


10 


23 


25 


3 


, 


76 


Coining ..... 






3 


3 


6 


4 


2 


17 


Conspiracy to muder ... 














7 


7 


Cutting and wounding persons felo."l 
niousiy . 


1 


3 


, 5 


1 


5 


. 


5 




Embezzling letters from Post-oiBce - 


I 


- 


1 




1 






3 


Forgery ..... 


5 


6 


7 


. 


1 


6 


1 ■ 


26 


— of Bank notes and uttering 


. 




- 


. 


2 




1 


3 


— . 1 of stamps .... 




_ 


— 


_ 


— 


— 


— 


— 


uttering .... 


~ 


- 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


- 


Gaol breaking .... 








1 






- - 


2 


Highway robbery .... 


37 


68 


37 


59 


49 


21 


30 


301 


Horse stealing .... 

Houghing, maiming, and killing cattle 
Larceny from house (and house-"! 


18 


32 


20 

3 

15 


46 


42 

41 


40 

16 


31 


238 

4 

123 


breaung) . . . . .j 


25 


TO 






from person .... 


2 






1 


15 


27 


19 


6+ 


Mail robbery .... 


. 








1 


2 


. 


3 


Murder ..... 


31 


49 


17 


28 


22 


33 


28 


198 


females of their infants . 


_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 


_ 




_ 


■ — concealing birth of ditto . 


_ 


- 


- 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Plundering wrecked ships 






1 










1 


Rape 


10 


8 


5 


10 


11 


11 


8 


63 


accessary and aiding in • 

Returning from transportation before" 








■ ; 


■ 


2 


■ 




Riotous assembly (attacking dwelling-' 




20 






25 




23 




houses, or otherwise felonious) 




5 






38 


Robbery of arms .... 


3 








4 


2 


3 


12 


Sheep stealing, and killing same with" 
intent to steal .... 


1 


2 


2 


8 


7 


3 


3 


26 


Shooting at persons 










3 


2 


7 


12 


Sodomy ..... 

Stealing from bleach green 




— 


— 


— 










Treason (high) - 

Writing and sending threaterung* 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


letters 
























181 




346 






i »779 


received Sentence of Death • 




*95 
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APPENDIX TO EIGHTH REPORT ON THE GAOLS, *&c. OF IRELAND. 



EXECUTED. 



CRIMES forwhich Persons were Eiecuteil.l 
wbo received Seoteuce of Ueatli, i 

In the Years - • -J 


1823. 

Nsmber 

of 

Fersom. 


1824. 

Number 

of 

Pmo09. 


1825. 

Number 

of 


1826. 

Noniber 

of 

Person!. - 


1827. 

Number 

Persons. 


1828. 

Number 

of 

I'ersons. 


1829. 

Number 

of 

Persons. 


Total 
Number 
in the 
Seven 
Year!. 


Abduction ..... 


















Arson ...... 


7 






3 


4 




1 


H 


Assault with intent to murder - 


— 


_ 


_ 




_ 




_ 


_ 


Bestiality 


— 


_ 







_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Burglary ..... 


18 


7 


4 


5 


G 


. . 


6 


46 


Cattle stealing (cows and pigs) 


_ 


_ 




_ 


__ 





_ 





Coining ..... 


_ 




_ 


_ 







_ 


_ 


Conspiracy to murder ... 


_ 


■ _ 


_ 






_ 


_ 


_ 


Cutting and wounding persons (felo-1 


















niously) ..... 




* 














Embeazling letters from Post-office - 


— 


_ 


_ 


_ 




_ 





_ 


Forgery - 





_ 


. _ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


of Bank notes, and uttering 


_ 




_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 


_ 


— of stamps .... 


_ 


_ 


— 






_ 


_ 


_ 


of uttering .... 


— 


_ 


__ 


_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 


Gaol breaking .... 


— 




_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 


_ 


Highway robbery .... 


8 


3 


3 




2 




1 


21 


Horse stealing .... 


— 




— 






_ 


_ 


_ 


Houghing, maiming and klUmg cattle 


— 


_ 


-- 


_ 


_ 






_ 


Larceny from house (and housebreaking 


8 




2 




3 


i 




14 


■■■ — from person .... 


_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 


_ 






Mail robbery - - - . . 


— 








_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Murder 


18 


41 


0 


17 


12 


16 


21 


134' 


■ females of their infants - 




__ 


_ 













■ concealing birtli of ditto - 




_ 


__ 


_ 




_ 


_ 




PluiKlering wrecked ships 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 




_ 




_ 


Rape 


3 


2 






3 


, 


3 


13 


.. . accessary and aiding in - 


— 


— 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Returning from transportation before' 


















time - 








— 




— 


— 


— 


Riotous assembly (attacking dwelling.1 


















hoi^s, or otherwise felonious) -J 




5 








■ * 


* 


14 


Robbery of arms .... 












1 




8 


Sheep stealing, and killing same witlil 


















uitent to steal . - . .j 








— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Shooting at persons ... 










. . 




4 




Sodomy ...... 


— 


— 


_ 


_ 


__ 


_ 


_ 




Stealing from bleach green 


— 




_ 


_ 


__ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Treason (high) .... 


— 


_ 


_ 


_ 




_ 


__ 





Writing and sending threatening letters 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Total Number of Persons Elxecuted 


61 


60 


18 


34 


37 


21 


3! 


2G9 
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